B . o . o . k . s – Conrad Mbewe

Sept 2011 : 14

SOLA 5

Adoniram Judson – An Example of Perseverance and Progress

Chronicles

By Conrad Mbewe

Adoniram Judson, an American Baptist missionary, lexicographer, and Bible translator to Burma was born in Massachusetts
in 1788. Although little known, he is a man whose life every
Christian must seek to emulate.
His life challenges us to gauge our sacrifices and how much we
are prepared to suffer for the spread of the gospel of our great
God, and Saviour Jesus Christ.
His patience and perseverance will particularly encourage
those already serving in the mission field and challenge those
hesitant to forsake all for the sake of the gospel.

Ransomed
For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the
testimony given at the proper time. – 1 Timothy 2:5-6

Redeemed

The Life & Times of John Calvin
- By Conrad Mbewe

For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is
in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be
received by faith. – Romans 3:23-25

John Calvin is a man who should never be forgotten by the
Church of God. He was a reformer, a theologian, a preacher, a
pastor and civic leader. Even 500 years after his birth, his life
and his works continue to impact the world in general and the
church in particular.
This booklet will be particularly helpful to Christians who are
interested in pursuing a biblical form of Christianity that is free
from man-made traditions and superstitions.

B.O.O.K.S

an association of God-centred evangelicals in southern Africa

Resurrected
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be
born again to a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for
you… – 1 Peter 3-4

Both of these books are available from Kabwata Baptist Church, please
contact them for further details, prices and conditions of purchase.
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Editorial
In our Next
Issue of the
Chronicles…
•
•
•
•

A full report on the 2011
Sola 5 Conference
Articles on the Wrath and
Mercy of God
The Importance of Theological
Education
The life and times of an
SGTS student

Acts 20:28-31 “Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all
the flock, in which the Holy Spirit
has made you overseers, to care
for the church of God, which he
obtained with his own blood. I
know that after my departure
fierce wolves will come in among you, not
sparing the flock; and from among your own
selves will arise men speaking twisted things,
to draw away the disciples after them. Therefore be alert…”
It would not take much for me to convince
you that the Apostle Paul’s fears, have become a reality. We live in a time when false
teachers abound, their book sales soar,
thousands flock to see and hear them and
even more watch them on television. The
attack is coming thick and fast against the
Church of Jesus Christ.
This attack in recent times has sought to
deny the work of Christ on the cross known
as penal subsitutionary atonement and the
necessity of Christ’s resurrection. (This de-
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nial is not a new one to the Church, but it is
new to our generation.) As Christians who
have not had the benefit of Theological education, we would find it difficult to understand these doctrines, never mind trying to
defend them. Therefore, in this issue you
will find articles on these two doctrines, the
first is on penal subsitutionary atonement,
which is intended to explain this doctrine
in a manner that this easy to understand.
The second article is aimed at helping us to
understand the power of Christ’s resurrection, its relevance and benefits to our every
day life as Christians.
May the Lord continue to strengthen and
protect His Church, as He has faithfully
done in ages past. Let us, as we take refuge
in the strength and protection of God, not
lose heart or grow weary, but with greater
resolve continue to stand for and boldly declare the truths of God’s Word. Sola Scriptura!
Gordon Bull
– Editor

HALLELUJAH! WHAT A SAVIOUR:

An explanation of Penal Substitutionary Atonement
1. INTRODUCTION
There is no doubt that the
cross of Christ is foundational
to Christianity. One of the first
verses that many of us memorized was John 3:16 – “For
God so loved the world, that
he gave his only Son, that whoever believes
in him should not perish but have eternal
life” (ESV). We sing hymns like, “When I survey the wondrous cross”, “We sing the praise
of Him who died”, “There is a fountain filled
with blood”, “Beneath the cross of Jesus”.
And through the ages, the symbol of the
cross itself has come to be identified with
Christianity. One thing is clear: if we want
to understand our faith we must grasp the
meaning of the cross and of the atoning
work of Christ.
This demand has become all the more urgent in recent years as self-confessed evangelicals have expressed strong and often
emotive opposition to that understanding
1

of Christ’s atoning work which the Biblebelieving, gospel-proclaiming church has
confessed for many hundreds of years.
Probably the most publicized of these attacks has come from Steve Chalke and
Alan Mann in their book, The lost message
of Jesus, in which the traditional doctrine
of the cross was characterized as “cosmic
child abuse – a vengeful father, punishing
his son for an offence he has not even committed”.
Christians are rightly shocked by statements like this, and it is important for us to
respond appropriately to them. We must be
careful of becoming unduly defensive (and
thereby being forced to answer our critics
on their own terms), or aggressive (forgetting that the message of the cross is a gracious message). We aim not to fashion a
stick to beat our opponents, nor to don the
badge of orthodoxy so that we may receive
the approval of our like-minded brothers
and sisters. We seek to listen afresh to the

Spirit of God, speaking in Holy Scripture, so
that we may stand in humble worship and
adoration before our crucified and risen
Saviour, and may find wisdom and power
to proclaim his gospel more clearly to a lost
and dying world.
Let us begin then, by listening to the Spirit
in the text.
2. THE BIBLE’S TEACHING REGARDING THE
CROSS
There is no space for a comprehensive
study, so I will attempt to get straight to
the point by looking at some of Jesus’ own
statements about his death in Matthew’s
gospel. In Matthew 20:28 Jesus states that
“the Son of Man came not to be served but
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many.” 1 Now this statement was made to
teach the disciples about humility in leadership, but it refers to the very purpose of
Jesus’ coming to earth and giving up his
life. In this connection, there are two points
which our Lord teaches: 1) that his death is

CHEQUE BOOK OF THE BANK OF FAITH by C.H Spurgeon

A short reading for every day. Spurgeon wrote this selection of readings to encourage believers to enter into the full provision that their relationship to Jesus entitled
them to realise, on a daily basis. He explains we have to present the promises of
Scripture to God in prayer and faith, anticipating that he will honour what he has
said.

SEEING AND SAVORING JESUS CHRIST by John Piper

Who is Jesus Christ?
You’ve never met Him in person, and you don’t know anyone who has. But there is a
way to know who he is. How? Jesus Christ – the divine Person revealed in the Bible –
has a unique excellence and a spiritual beauty that speaks directly to our souls and
says, “Yes, this is truth.” It’s like seeing the sun and knowing that it is light, or tasting
honey and knowing that it is sweet.
The depth and complexity of Jesus shatters our simple mental frameworks. He
baffled proud scribes with his wisdom but was understood and loved by children.
He calmed a raging storm with a word but would not get himself down from the
cross.
Look at the Jesus of the Bible. Keep your eyes open, and fill them with the portrait
of Jesus in God’s Word. Jesus said, “If anyone’s will is to do God’s will, He will know
whether the teaching is from God or whether I am speaking on my own authority.”
Ask God for the grace to do His will, and you will see the truth of His Son.
John Piper has written this book in the hope that all will see Jesus for who he really
is and will come to enjoy him above all else.

John Stott said on one occasion, “I read one hour a day, one
afternoon a week, one day a month, one week a year, and all I
have learned is by standing on the shoulders of others.”
John Piper says that we must make all our reading purposeful.
Great books have changed the world by changing people’s
lives. Here is an example…
You are probably aware of the influence of literature in the
lives of many people over the generations. Whitefield received
from Wesley The Life of God in the Soul of Man by Scougal.
That was a precious day for Whitefield. Hudson Taylor was
converted through a book and God’s work is still continuing
through the printed page. Richard Sibbs, a puritan, wrote a
book called The Bruised Reed. It was picked up by a tin peddler who gave it to a boy called Richard Baxter of Kiddermin-

ster. Eventually, he was to write a book called A Call to the
Unconverted which inspired a man called Philip Dodderidge
who in turn wrote the book The Rise and Progress of Religion
in the Soul. This fell into the hands of William Wilberforce,
changed his life and he became the great campaigner for the
abolition of slavery. His book, A Practical View of Christianity
lit up the soul of Lee Richmond whose subsequent book, The
Dairyman’s Daughter, not only became a chief influence in the
life of Queen Victoria but also was instrumental in the transformation of Thomas Chalmers of 19th century Scotland.
So…take up and read… for the life of your soul.
Compiled by Tunize Bezuidenhout
Augustine Bookroom

All these books are available from AUGUSTINE BOOKROOM
www.augustine.co.za
Tel: +27 (0)12 993 4606

Unless otherwise stated, all Scripture quotations are from the English Standard Version.
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THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD by A.W Pink

A.W. Pink writes, “Present day conditions, call loudly for a new examination and new
presentation of God’s omnipotence, God’s sufficiency, God’s sovereignty. From every pulpit in the land it needs to be thundered forth that God still lives, that God still
observes, that God still reigns. Faith is now in the crucible, it is being tested by fire,
and there is no fixed and sufficient resting-place for the heart and mind but in the
throne of God. What is needed now, as never before, is a full, positive, constructive
setting forth of the Godhood of God.”

CROSS CENTERED LIFE by C.J Mahaney

Remember Jesus Christ? Although it seems almost too obvious, the centre of our
faith is surprisingly easy to forget. Dynamic pastor C.J. Mahaney shows how to overcome our tendency to move on from the gospel of grace. Finding joy in the gospel
-- whose promises allow us to escape condemnation whenever it attacks -- helps us
avoid the prevalent trap of legalism. With practical suggestions, Mahaney demonstrates the difference between knowing the gospel... and making it the main thing
in daily decisions and daily living.
“Never move on,” says C.J. Mahaney, who shows you how to centre every day around
the cross of Calvary and how to escape the pitfalls of legalism, condemnation, and
feelings-driven faith. Tap into the gospel’s power and see how a cross-centred focus
can transform your life today!

PLEASURES OF GOD by John Piper

God is happiest being in the universe. To know him in his pleasures is to see him as
he truly is. This the proposition put forward by John Piper. The things that make God
glad are the measures of his greatness.
In this book you will find 10 ways which God reveals gives him pleasure.
Here’s your chance to be among the thousands of believers who are more passionate about God than ever before---because they’ve discovered what God is passionate about. As Piper reveals the reasons for the Lord’s abundant joy, he draws you
ever closer to God’s self-replenishing, all-encompassing grace

WHEN GOD WEEPS by Joni Eareckson Tada & Steven Estes

A practical and deeply biblical investigation of the problem of pain and a hopeful
portrait of a God who weeps with us.
If God is loving, why is there suffering? What’s the difference between permitting
something and ordaining it? When bad things happen, who’s behind them--God
or the devil?
When suffering touches our lives, questions like these suddenly demand an answer.
From our perspective, suffering doesn’t make sense, especially when we believe in
a loving and just God.
After more than thirty years in a wheelchair, Joni Eareckson Tada’s intimate experience with suffering gives her a special understanding of God’s intentions for us
in our pain. In, When God Weeps, she and lifelong friend Steven Estes probe beyond glib answers that fail us in our time of deepest need. Instead, with firmness
and compassion, they reveal a God big enough to understand our suffering, wise
enough to allow it—and powerful enough to use it for a greater good than we can
ever imagine.
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a “ransom” (i.e. it is a price paid to purchase
freedom); and 2) that Christ gave up his life
“for many”, or “in place of many”. In other
words, Jesus taught that he would give up
his life in place of the “many” to purchase
their freedom.
This message is expanded upon in Matthew 26:26-30, where we read the words
by which Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper. Before listening to Jesus’ actual words,
let us note that that Last Supper was a
Passover meal. The lamb that the disciples
were about to eat had been slaughtered
by the priests in the temple, and its blood
had been poured out at the altar; the participants were deeply conscious that they
were celebrating God’s redemptive acts on
behalf of his people Israel. While everybody
was gathered for the solemn occasion, Jesus took the bread and said, “Take, eat; this
is my body.” His meaning was clear: this
broken bread would forever remind believers that Jesus’ broken body was the cause
of their deliverance. Then the cup of which
the Saviour said, “...this is my blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many for
the forgiveness of sins.” Just as in Matthew
20:28, Jesus teaches here that his death
provides deliverance for “the many”.
At this point, we need to ask, Why should
deliverance and forgiveness of sins have
come through Jesus’ death? We can answer
that question by looking backwards to the
Old Testament and forwards to Matthew’s
narrative of the crucifixion. We begin with
the backward look. It is very likely that, in
both Matthew 20:28 and 26:28, Jesus was
alluding to that great “Servant Song” in Isaiah 52:13-53:12. In that passage we read
about the Lord’s Servant being made an
offering for guilt (Is 53:10), pouring out his
soul to death, and bearing the sin of many
(Is 53:12). Recognizing that Jesus is the Suffering Servant whom Isaiah foretold, we
may read further in that passage and learn
that “he was crushed for our iniquities; upon
him was the chastisement that brought us
peace, and with his stripes we are healed .
. . the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of
us all” (Is 53:5-6). It is clear that there was
punishment due to us, which Christ bore in
our place. Hence, “it was the will of the Lord
to crush him” (Is 53:10).
Looking forward now, we see that Matthew

2

has understood the punishment-bearing
role of the Messiah and highlights it in his
account of the crucifixion. When we go to
the Garden of Gethsemane we find that Jesus is “very sorrowful, even to the point of
death” (Matt 26:38). It is not just the prospect of death which torments him (many
men have faced death with confidence,
knowing that they were dying for a worthy cause). Rather, it is “the cup” which so
disturbs the Father’s beloved Son. The cup
which represents the wine of God’s wrath
in Isaiah 63:1-6. And so we progress from
Gethsemane to Calvary. Whereas John represents the cross as the glorification of the
Lord Jesus (cf. John 17:1) and Luke emphasizes the saving power of the Lord, seeking
and saving the lost even on the cross (Luke
alone records the salvation of the thief ),
Matthew and Mark alone record Jesus’ cry
of dereliction, “My God, my God, why have
you forsaken me?” (Matt 27:46). The whole
scene, from the scoffing, to the darkness, to
the cry emphasizes the reality of judgment.
Jesus on the cross was drinking the cup
of God’s wrath. Thus Matthew shows how
Jesus fulfilled the role of Isaiah’s Suffering
Servant, bearing in his person the “chastisement that brought us peace”.
It is important to reflect a little on this
teaching regarding the cross-work of the
Lord Jesus Christ. What we have found
is that Jesus, in his death on the cross, 1)
suffered the wrath of God; 2) paid a ransom to purchase freedom for “the many”;
3) brought about the forgiveness of sins
for many by the shedding of his blood; 4)
acted as a substitute for “the many” (Matt
20:28; Is 53:5-6). How do these ideas fit together? The Bible bears witness that God,
who is perfectly holy, cannot look upon evil
(Hab 1:13). His nature demands that sin and
evil be punished: his justice and holiness
must be satisfied. It is not as though God
is subject to some principle outside himself
– be it law, the moral order, honour, etc. – it
is rather his own nature that demands satisfaction for sin. Hence we read about God
being provoked to anger (e.g. Jer 32:30-32;
Ezek 8:17), about the Lord’s anger burning
against those who provoke him (e.g. Josh
7:1; Hos 8:5) and actually consuming them
in judgment (e.g. Deut. 4:24; Num 11:1;
Deut 6:15). However, we also read about
God being satisfied when the sentence of
judgment has run its course: “So will I sat-

isfy my wrath on you, and my jealousy shall
depart from you. I will be calm and will no
more be angry” (Ezek 16:42). When we relate this to the cross, thinking about Matthew’s presentation and the insight of Isaiah 53, we can only conclude that Jesus, as
the representative substitute of the “many”,
bore God’s wrath in their place until God
was “satisfied” – of which the resurrection
was proof.
This understanding of Christ’s atoning work
is what has come to be known as “penal
substitution” – it is “penal” because it involves the payment of a penalty, and it is
a “substitution” because Christ acted as a
substitute and bore the penalty in the place
of the “many”. There are most certainly other dimensions to the cross-work of Christ –
for instance, the cross provides an example
for our own behaviour (1 Pet 2:21-25) and,
it achieved a magnificent victory over Satan, (Col 2:15) – but bearing God’s wrath in
our place is at the heart of what our Saviour
did for us. What we need to say, then, is that
mankind’s most significant problem is the
wrath of God (cf. Rom 1:18-32), and the primary achievement of the cross was to render God favourable towards those who are
united to Christ through faith. Before I need
an example for my own behaviour, and before I need deliverance from the power of
Satan, I need to be restored to a relationship in which God is favourable towards
me. This aspect of the work of Christ is reflected in the use of the word “propitiation”
by Paul (Rom 3:25) and John (1 John 2:2;
4:10): Christ’s death is the means by which
God is “propitiated” or made favourable towards believers.
3. OBJECTIONS TO PENAL SUBSTITUTION
There have always been people who find
the doctrine of penal substitution objectionable; this has traditionally been one of
the key differences between liberals and
evangelicals. However, in recent years dissenting voices have been making themselves heard within the evangelical camp.
Steve Chalke and Alan Mann were quoted
above. One finds other inflammatory and
irresponsible statements like this: “When
Jesus was crucified it wasn’t an angry, vindictive deity hitting out, punishing him for
offences that he hadn’t committed simply
because someone, somewhere had to pay.”
2
But one also finds less emotive statements,

See http://www.christianbookshops.org.uk/reviews/lostmessageofjesus.htm.

continued on page 04 >>
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>> continued from page 03
such as this rejection of the concept of propitiation in the New Testament: “Propitiation is essentially a process by which one
does a favor to a person in order to make
him or her favorably disposed, but in the
NT God is never the object of propitiation
since he is already on the side of people.” 3
The crux of the matter here is that those
who object want to do away with any idea
of punishment or the wrath of God. It is
sometimes said that God expects us to forgive freely, without demanding payment
for offences committed against us (e.g.
Matt 18:21-35), and therefore God’s forgiveness is also given freely without the need
for any penalty. However, this view tries to
impose human logic on the clear revelation
of Scripture and refuses to accept what God
has said about himself: for the sake of his
own name he must punish evil. Ultimately,
what lies behind this objection is a refusal
to accept that we have a debt to God which
we can never repay. The gospel becomes a
message that we are really not so bad after all (and therefore don’t really need to
be saved), rather than a message that God
has intervened in human history to deliver
us with a mighty hand and an outstretched
arm. As one writer has put it, we must proclaim “grace that emerges not from our belief in God but his belief in us, his reaching
out to us in mercy rather than in wrath.” 4
Well, if the source of grace is God’s belief
3
4

in me, and if mercy is the doing away with
all need for justice, then the Christian faith
– and along with it all human communication – has lost its meaning entirely.
The other main objection to penal substitution that is popular at the moment is the
idea that it would be unjust for God to punish his Son (or any other third party) for our
sins. Ezekiel 18 is quoted: “the soul that sins
shall die”. Sometimes the claim is further
made that this doctrine, with its inherent
support for injustice, lends support to evils
like slavery and anti-Semitism. Our first response is, once again, to insist that the clear
revelation of Scripture must outrank any
rationalistic attempt to extrapolate a Biblical principle beyond its intended sphere of
application. God has said: “upon him was
the chastisement that brought us peace...
the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us
all” (Is 53:5-6). Is this unjust? It would be if
the Father and the Son were not united in
the being of the Triune God. But since God
is a Trinity, and since the Father and Son are
one, Paul can say, “God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself” (2 Cor 5:19,
NASB). As a result, God the Father did not
punish any third party on the cross; rather,
God in Christ bore the penalty of our sin
himself.
4. CONCLUSION
We conclude by asking how this doctrine

leads us to worship. I will make just two observations.
In the first place, it tells us that if we have
put our faith in Christ we have been delivered from the wrath of God. God’s wrath
towards us has been spent, his jealousy
has departed, he is no more angry. This is
not a matter of mercy without justice for
justice has been fully satisfied; the holiness
of God has been fully satisfied. When I cry
out with Paul, “we have peace with God”, I
am depending both on the mercy of God
and on the righteousness of his character,
for Christ has fully discharged my debt and
I am assured that nothing can separate me
from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Let us worship and thank God
for the absolute security that we have in
Christ.
In the second place, this doctrine tells us
of the love which is in the being of God:
“In this is love, not that we have loved God
but that he loved us and sent his Son to be
the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 4:10).
For Christ to leave the glory of heaven, the
perfect bliss of fellowship with the Father,
to become man and to endure the wrath of
his own Father; for the Father to give up his
own Son for the sake of sinners who had no
love towards him; here indeed is love. Let
us bow down and worship.
– Bruce Button

Louw, J. P., & Nida, E. A. 1996. Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament: Based on semantic domains (electronic ed. of the 2nd edition.) United Bible societies: New York. Vol. 1, p.503.
See http://oneblogonelord.blogspot.com/2006/08/open-letter-to-evangelical-alliance.html.

The Central Importance of Christ’s Resurrection
The resurrection of Christ has
always been under attack,
right from the very beginning when the Jewish religious authorities ordered the
Roman soldiers to lie about
Christ’s resurrection, to the
present day where it is once again being
denied and ridiculed. As Christians the resurrection of Christ is one of the pillars of our
faith, and so in order to remind ourselves
of the importance of the resurrection, the
hope it brings us and its practical application to our lives, the Sola 5 Chronicles interviewed Rev. Peter Sammons (Germiston
Baptist Church) on the subject.
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Please can you in simple terms, explain
why Christ’s resurrection from the dead
is of central and crucial importance to the
Gospel?
I believe the whole of the Christian faith
stands or falls on the fact of Christ’s resurrection and the veracity of the biblical accounts thereof. If Christ’s resurrection was
not a fact, consider the following implications:
Firstly, the whole New Testament is unreliable. If the gospel accounts of the resurrection are fictitious, then nothing else in the
gospels can be trusted. There is nothing in
them that any rational person can believe
concerning the incarnation, the life, the

miracles, the teachings, the promises, the
death or even the person of Jesus Christ. In
short, the core of our faith, the person and
work of Jesus Christ, would be a farce!
The book of Acts could not be trusted as
an accurate historical account of the early
church, written by a respected and trusted
historian. It begins fictitiously “He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them
during forty days” (Acts 1:3) and continues
in similar vein with Him appearing to Saul/
Paul (Acts 9:1-5; 22:1-11; 26:12-18) and their
preaching centering on the fact of the resurrection.

PURSUIT OF HOLINESS by Jerry Bridges

“Be holy, for I am holy,” commands God. But holiness is something that is often
missed in the Christian’s daily life. According to Navigator author Jerry Bridges,
that’s because we’re not exactly sure what our part in holiness is.
In The Pursuit of Holiness, he helps us see clearly just what we should rely on God to
do--and what we should take responsibility for ourselves. As you deepen your relationship with God, learn more about His character, and understand the Holy Spirit’s
role in holiness, your spiritual growth will mature.

DISCIPLINES OF A GODLY MAN by Kent Hughes

This inspiring and best-selling book uses biblical wisdom, engaging illustrations,
practical suggestions for daily living, and personal study questions to address the
major areas of contemporary Christian manhood.

DISCIPLINES OF A GODLY WOMAN by Barbara Hughes

Discipline…For many of us, the word alone evokes dread. It’s not that we don’t want
to be disciplined physically, mentally, and spiritually. The challenge seems too hard,
and the motivation more about duty than desire. When it comes to our Christian
walk, we don’t want to be legalistic and just follow some set of rules. That’s not what
it’s all about, right?
Using poignant stories and faithful reminders, Barbara opens her own heart to help
you find the joy of full surrender. Her honest and encouraging look at the Word of
God reveals the keys to living a truly godly life. And to strengthen your walk day
to day, she offers hymns and praise psalms for your devotional times, a long list of
recommended books that will lift your spirits, and Bible study helps to remind you
that you’re not alone.

MEET THE PURITANS by Joel R. Beeke and Randall J. Pederson

This book was written with four goals in mind. Firstly, that these godly Puritan writers will serve as mentors to our own lives. That is why the stories of the Puritans are
told on a layperson’s level and kept short. You could read one life story each day
during your devotional time. Secondly, that you will be motivated to read a number of these books, each of which should help you grow deeper in your walk with
the Lord. Thirdly, this book will serve as a guide for you to purchase books for your
families and friends, to help them grow in faith. Finally, for those who are already
readers of Puritan literature, this guide is designed to direct you to further study and
to introduce you to lesser-known Puritans that you may be unaware of.

DISCOVERING GOD IN THE STORIES OF THE BIBLE by Philip
Ryken

People from the beginning of time have tried to figure out what God is. They have
worshiped nature and idols and everything in between because they haven’t had
a true answer to the vital question “What is God?”. But the Bible tells us stories that
illustrate just who God really is. It gives us a true answer to that question, an answer
that has crucial implications for each of us in our daily lives. The 13 Bible stories explained in this book are full of exciting truths about God, and studying those truths
is the key to knowing and loving God more. Each story gives us a new facet of God’s
nature and character. A study guide is included in back of book for group and personal study.
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A Letter of Thanksgiving

Robertson Reformed Community Church (RRCC)
>> continued from page 11
will solve many of my problems in love.
• We can never be too thankful.
First Thessalonians 5:18 says, ‘In everything give thanks;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.’

from the community of Robertson.

Lastly – as Sola 5 members and affiliates – please continue to pray for us (we thank you all for your prayers); for
the people in RRCC; for the deacons; for me and for the
God of the harvest to continue to bring in a fresh harvest

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with us all.

Psalm 106:1 ‘Praise the LORD! Oh give thanks to the LORD,
for He is good; For His lovingkindness is everlasting.’

– Mark Lillie (Pastor of RRCC)
email: mark-at-rrcc@telkomsa.net

The Christian B.o.o.k.s.h.e.l.f
If a man is known by the company he keeps,
so also his character is reflected in the books he reads.
A leader’s reading is the outward
expression of his inner hungers and aspirations.
~ Oswald Sanders
Spiritual Leadership, Moody Press, 1969, p 104
It is of extreme importance that we as Christians exercise great discernment when selecting what Christian books to read. The Lord warns us in Matthew
7:15 to “beware of the false prophets, who come to
you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous
wolves”. So many books are written under the banner of Christianity which poisons the mind and soul,
therefore it does matter what we read. The Bible must
always be our first and our last, which will guide us in
discernment when choosing our secondary reading.
John Trapp said this, “be careful what books you read,
for as water tastes of the soil it runs through, so does
the soul taste of the authors that a man reads.”
You will do well to follow the advice of Joel Beeke,
taken from the book Feed My Sheep. He writes: “Before picking up a book, ask yourself: Would Christ approve of this book? Will it increase my love of the
Word of God, help me to conquer sin, offer abiding
wisdom, and prepare me for the life to come? Or
could I better spend time reading another book?”
Read as an act of worship. Read to be elevated into
the great truths of God so that you may worship the
Trinity in Spirit and in truth. Be selective about what
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you read, however. Measure all your reading against
the touchstone of Scripture. So much of today’s
Christian literature is froth, riddled with poor theology or secular thinking. Time is too precious to waste
on nonsense. Read more for eternity than time, more
for spiritual growth than professional advancement.
In his book, How To Read a Christian Book, David
McKenna explains: “An adventure awaits us in reading Christian books. Once we see the connection
between the Word of God and the books we read,
we will embark on a search and discovery mission in
the expanding field of human knowledge, where all
truth is God’s truth and Jesus Christ is the centre that
holds all things together. A non-reading Christian is
a contradiction in terms. With the Bible as our primary source, we read other books that serve as teaching
tools for the Holy Spirit in order that we may become
men and women of God, ‘thoroughly equipped for
every good work.’”
Here are some recommended titles to kick-off your
adventure in the growth of your knowledge and
wisdom of God our Father, Christ our Savior and the
Holy Spirit our Helper.
(opposite page)

All of the New Testament writers regard the
resurrection as fact. Seven out of the nine
writers refer to it directly as a fact, not as fiction, a hoax, a myth or a legend. The other
two refer to Jesus Christ as being alive,
which presupposes a belief in the resurrection.
Secondly, Jesus himself was a liar or mentally ill. That is, of course if you still believe
the gospels are giving an accurate account
of his words. After all he confidently asserted that he would rise from the dead.
Thirdly, his ministry was a failure. The purpose of His incarnation was to give us life
(John 10:10), to raise us up at the last day
(John 6:38-40, 44). If he did not rise from
the dead, how can he raise us up? If Christ
did not rise, then he is dead and so will we
be.
Fourthly, there is no “good news”. Consider
what Peter says in 1 Peter 1:3-6.
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy,
he has caused us to be born again to a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept
in heaven for you, 5 who by God’s power are
being guarded through faith for a salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this
you rejoice, though now for a little while, if
necessary, you have been grieved by various
trials”
If Christ was not raised, then “the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” has NOT
caused us to “born again” through it. There
is NO “living hope” or imperishable inheritance kept in heaven for us. We are NOT
being guarded for a salvation ready to be
revealed, AND there is no basis for rejoicing
in the various trials that cause us grief!
Paul was correct when he said “if Christ has
not been raised, then our preaching is in
vain and your faith is in vain. We are even
found to be misrepresenting God, because
we testified about God that he raised Christ,
whom he did not raise if it is true that the
dead are not raised. For if the dead are not
raised, not even Christ has been raised.
And if Christ has not been raised, your faith
is futile and you are still in your sins. Then
those also who have fallen asleep in Christ
have perished. If in Christ we have hope in
this life only, we are of all people most to be
pitied. (1 Cor 15:14-19).

Without the resurrection, Christ’s birth is insignificant, His ascension is a lie, His return
is a pipe dream, we have no advocate interceding on our behalf before the throne, we
have no hope of life after death, his teachings are mere moralistic philosophy, the
Old Testament prophesies are hollow and
it’s history books are no more significant
than any national history.
Without the resurrection, Albert Schweitzer
was right in “The Quest for The Historical
Jesus” (1906). Jesus is a pathetic spectacle,
an immeasurably great man crushed by the
wheel of history.
Why should the resurrection be one of the
greatest points of hope, comfort and encouragement for Christians?
Because it is the ultimate proof that greater
is He that is in us, than he that is in the world.
He defeated death and him who holds the
power of death and thereby freed us from
our fear of death (Heb 2:14 &15).
In death, man is at his most powerless while
Satan is at his most powerful. Our Lord in
His weakest state took on Satan in his most
powerful battle zone, went head to head
with him and defeated him.
If He has defeated Satan, our worst enemy
and death, our last enemy (1 Cor. 15:26,
Psalm 89:48), and if death has been swallowed up by victory ( 1 Cor 15:54) then
there is nothing that we need fear.
As Peter says, through the resurrection we
have a LIVING HOPE. It is living, because our
faith is not mere wishful thinking, positive
suggestion or power of positive thinking. It
is not adherence to the teachings of some
dead religious philosopher or observance
of religious rituals and rites. Our faith is a
robust faith, a living relationship with the
robust conquering, risen, living Christ.
It is a living hope because as we go through
the trials and troubles of this life, Peter assures us that through the resurrection of
Christ we can rejoice because we know that
through them we are being refined.
What difference has Christ’s resurrection
made in regards to a believer’s battle
against sin and temptation?
In order to best answer this question we
must understand the inseparable link between the Holy Spirit in us and the risen
Christ. In John 14 & 16 Jesus’ promises of
the Holy Spirit (John 14:16&17; 16:7-15) are

wrapped up in His promises that through
His resurrection and ascension, He will not
leave us as orphans, but will come to us and
be with us and IN us (John 14:18-20; 16:16).
Thus, the coming of the Holy Spirit, at Pentecost and at the re-birth of every believer
since then, is simultaneously a coming of
Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit who lives in us
is the Spirit of the risen Jesus Christ (Rom
8:9-11).
Notice how the Romans 8 passage above,
flows contextually out of Paul’s struggle
with sin in Romans 7 and his desperate cry
in verse 24 “who will rescue me from this
body of death?”. The answer comes in the
form of verse 25 through to chapter 8. So
the key to our struggle with sin and temptation is to be found in the person of the
risen Christ working through His indwelling
Spirit (Rom. 8:5-17).
Eph. 1:18 – 23 says that the power of God for
the saints, is the power of God which raised
Christ from the dead, using four different
Greek words to describe that power (v19).
In Philippians 2:13 therefore the power by
which God is at work in us to “will and to
act according to his good purpose” is the
power of the Holy Spirit, which is the power
of the resurrection and the risen Christ.
How does Christ’s resurrection give a believer confidence in prayer?
Because he ever lives as our permanent high
priest, interceding for us (Heb. 7:24&25)
Rom 8:34 “Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus
is the one who died--more than that, who
was raised--who is at the right hand of God,
who indeed is interceding for us”. Again
this ministry of the risen Lord must be understood in connection with the ministry of
the Holy Spirit. Therefore, when we don’t
know how or what to pray (Rom 8:26), the
Spirit/the risen Christ intercedes for us.
Death is something that almost all people
fear, how does Christ’s resurrection serve
to eliminate this fear of death for believers?
The Apostle Paul in 1 Cor 6:14 tells us that
the same power that raised Christ from the
dead will also raise us, who believe, from
the dead. In 1 Cor 15, he speaks at length
about the resurrection of believers from
the dead, how should we understand our
death and resurrection from dead, in light
of what Paul teaches in 1 Corinthians?
I will answer these questions together.
People naturally fear death because it is
continued on page 06 >>
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>> continued from page 05

Scripture speaks of two deaths. The first
death is physical, universal and inescapable. The second death (Rev. 2:11, Rev 20
& 21) is spiritual and eternal, but it is avoidable through faith in Christ. That is what
Jesus meant when he said “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in
me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall
never die” (John 11:25&26)
The moment Christians die, we enter paradise with our Lord (Luke 23:43). At the final
resurrection our bodies will be raised anew,
perfected and reunited to our souls. We
have this glorious hope through the death
and resurrection of Christ
Most Christians don’t fear death because
they know they will be alive with Him.
However, many do fear the process of dying. As Woody Allen said “I’m not afraid of
death, I just don’t want to be there when
it happens”. I have news for Woody Allen,
he will be there and he ought to be afraid
- especially of what comes after it happens
(Heb 9:27).
But for Christians, the process of death itself should hold no fear because Jesus is

our “good shepherd” (John 10:11) who lay
down His life for us. More than that, He
is our “great shepherd” who was brought
back from the dead (Heb 13:20) and He is
also our chief shepherd” who will appear at
our death, to give us the crown of glory (1
Peter 5:4). Therefore, with the Lord as our
shepherd (Psalm 23) we need “fear no evil”
because we will only walk through the VALLEY of the SHADOW of death and HE WILL
BE WITH US, HIS ROD AND HIS STAFF WILL
COMFORT US.
As Christians we do not die alone! Christ
said I will NEVER leave you nor forsake you,
and that means in the process and after the
event of death as well.
The sting of death has been removed (1 Cor
15:55-57, Hosea 13:14).
For many Christians the only time we give
the resurrection any thought is over the
Easter weekend. Why is it of great importance that we daily remember and live
in the light of the resurrection of Christ?
Please can you list some practical ways we
might be able to do this.
It is of great importance because as stated
right at the beginning, the whole of the
Christian faith stands or falls on the fact of
Christ’s resurrection and the veracity of the
biblical accounts thereof.
Without the fact of the resurrection, the
biblical doctrines pop like balloons and are
left flat and meaningless, shot down with a
simple “so what”. Because of the resurrec-

tion: death no longer has dominion, Satan’s
power is broken down; the sting of death is
removed; our final enemy, death is defeated;
our hope becomes a living hope, an eternal
hope; we have the hope of receiving new
resurrection bodies like His; our assurance
is given substance; our victory is secure and
He is crowned with many crowns.
As to HOW we are to practically remember and live in the light of His resurrection,
there is no magical formula, just three suggestions:
1. Daily cultivate your relationship with
Him, which is only possible because He is
alive
2. As often as possible, realistically evaluate
how the resurrection validates everything
we do as Christians and as Churches. According to Paul (1 Cor 15:12-19), without
the resurrection, our preaching is ineffective (v14), our faith is futile (v14 & 17), our
witnessing false (v15 & 16), His forgiveness
is meaningless (v17), our future is pointless
(v18) and our religion is senseless (v19).
3. Give the resurrection the focus it deserves in our corporate worship services.
How often do we begin our services with a
liturgy celebrating His being alive?
Thank you, Rev. Sammons for your time in
answering these questions. What a joy it is
to know that Christ has indeed risen from the
dead, and our hope is a living one, let us all
strive to focus daily on birth, life, death and
resurrection of Christ, and all that which it
has brought us.
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I bring you heartfelt greetings from myself
and from the rest of the brethren at FRBC.
In the month of March I clocked one year
and six months of my pastorate at FRBC. I
joined the church in September of 2009. I
must confess that I have been very slow to
adapt. It has taken me more than a year or so to settle
down. On the other hand, I feel as though these months
have moved rather too quickly for me. As a result of this,
it seems as if I have just taken over the reins of the church!
Notwithstanding, the experience has posed a challenge
to me and my family, challenging us with numerous hurdles and trials. In spite of this, we have equally encountered the ever-abounding presence of God such that we
cannot even complain at all.

So, as days have turned from weeks into months and
months into a year, hurdles became surmountable and
trials inevitable blessings for us. Indeed, today I can afford to look back and confidently say, ‘thus far has the
Lord led us’. We have been encouraged and preserved in
the process. I can now talk of settling down at last!
The first hurdle for me was coming to an already established church. It was a first for me and a new experience.
In the past I had always served as a church planter. This
is where my previous experience was always directed.
Of course, at that time, I boasted being called to church
planting alone, or so I thought. Therefore, when I received a call to pastor FRBC that point of view changed
drastically as well for me. It is then that I discovered my
other ‘gift’ of ministry. It is a welcome gift that has man-

Psalm 92: 1-2,
“It is good to give thanks to the LORD
And to sing praises to Your name, O Most
High;
To declare Your lovingkindness in the
morning
And Your faithfulness by night.”
In the form of a thanksgiving letter, I would like to share
with the entire Sola 5 community what our gracious
and merciful God is doing in and amongst the people
of RRCC.
Firstly – we as the Lillie family, after having travelled to
and from Robertson for seven months, finally sold our
home in Sun Valley and moved to Robertson on the 30th
of November 2010. At last I was able to take up my fulltime position as pastor/shepherd.
However, the entire process was far more arduous than
we had anticipated – it was only by God’s grace and mercy that we managed to finally arrive. After our arrival, we
still moved five times before finally settling into our new
home on the 3rd of February 2011.
• Was this difficult for us (my wife and 4 children)?
– Yes indeed, but by God’s grace we endured.
• Was this difficult for RRCC? – Yes, but God gave them
wisdom, patience and strength to endure with us.
• Were we all learning from this? – Yes, to love, to
be patient, and to trust our Lord Jesus Christ through
prayer: ‘Wait for the LORD; be strong and let your
heart take courage; Yes wait for the LORD’ (Ps. 27:14).
We as a ‘church’ are learning every day to trust, know and
believe that our God will supply all our needs according
to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:19).
We praise God for His wisdom. At times we may question
– like Job, but we thank our God that He is our all-wise,
all-knowing, all-present and all-powerful God, who in
His sovereignty and providence has been watching and
helping us all the time – even when we are asleep in our
beds.
We are truly grateful and thankful that our almighty God
remains faithful to us, even when we are at times unfaithful – when we might act in unbelief.
‘What a mighty God we serve’ – (Rom. 11:33-36).
Secondly – we as a ‘church’ give all the praises and thanks
to God our Father through our Lord Jesus Christ and the
power of the Holy Spirit for what He is doing in RRCC.
I am a living witness of a Scripture verse that I daily experience at work in the life of my own family – a verse that I
am understanding more and more which I now also see
at work in RRCC. Ephesians 3:20 speaks of God as ‘Now
to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond

all that we ask or think.’ Throughout my life, and now the
ministry, I have seen and even now see God do far beyond anything I could ever have thought of!
I believe that through our prayers, our Mediator, the
man, Christ Jesus, truly hears us (1 Tim. 2:5).
• We are not a great praying church. We are weak and
pathetic at times, but we give thanks that our God
hears us.
We give thanks for new visitors; some have not returned,
some are inconsistent and some have chosen to stay. We
endeavour to follow up on our visitors and also in this
give all the praise and thanks to God for them, but we
leave the staying for His will for RRCC.
We give thanks for people and children that have returned and who were once part of RRCC. We have not
sought or contacted these people, only held them up
in prayer. Therefore we give thanks to God for His willingness to allow these people to return and be made
strong and courageous in God’s Word and in the Gospel
of Christ.
We give thanks that we are growing in both maturity and
numbers:
In maturity we give thanks to God that as the congregation hears sound doctrine, they are maturing in godliness, to do good deeds which lead to fruitfulness – all for
the glory of God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
In numbers we give thanks to God, even though are
numbers are not large. We thank the LORD that we are
growing and therefore we sought and applied to move
to new premises. We thank God that He is orchestrating
this move, which everyone is in favour of. We give thanks
to God for His goodness and kindness.
• Are we a perfect church? No – but we are willing to
preach and teach the Gospel so that Christ can build
His Church upon His Word. What builds the Church
is God’s Word – the Gospel of God and the Lord
Jesus Christ, not our own power or innovation. God’s
Word alone will build and enable RRCC to become
fruitful in the Robertson community, amongst both
believers and non-believers.
Thirdly – as the pastor/shepherd, I give thanks to God
for His grace, lovingkindness and mercy toward me, the
deacons and RRCC – for the congregation’s love and support.
• The road travelled has not been easy. I have had
some challenging encounters (through people,
situations and e-mails), to deal with along the way. I
thank God for these; they keep me on my toes and
knees. I try not to grumble when I am in an
uncomfortable situation, but instead cultivate a
heart of thankfulness. May I learn to be thankful for
whatever God gives me. This will take all the
sourness out of my life. Giving thanks can be a
powerful thing. If I can cultivate a thankful heart, I
continued on page 12 >>

A Letter of Thanksgiving

the greatest weapon in Satan’s arsenal. It
was our first enemy “The day you eat of that
fruit you will surely die” (Gen. 2:17) and it is
our last enemy (1 Cor. 15:26). Death is our
universal and common enemy, no one can
escape it (Heb. 9:27, Psalm 89:48; James
4:14).
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family: a beautiful bouncing baby boy, Antonio.

PRAYER
Please join us as we pray for our
Sunday school, its teachers and
the little ones, as they continue
to learn and grow in the love
and grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ. We also request prayer
Anselmo Vilanculo – Anselmo
considering the change that we
continues in his work at ‘MOST’
have undertaken in the morn(Mobile School of Theology)
ing church service, the introand the Easter Schedule began
duction of Pastors Pals and Tots
with lectures in Welkom earlier
Theology during the service.
MOST Director - Anselmo Vilanculo
this month, leadWe also wish to lift
ing to the concluup the Family Bible
sion of a course on
School with the
Evangelism over
request that memthe weekend of
bers will grow and
18-20 March. As
be more fruitful
MOST had been in
in their walk with
the area in FebruHim. We pray for
ary, they did not
the ongoing comhave to physically
mitment and dedibe there this March.
cation of all the ministry leaders as they lead and encourage all the folk who have come under their wings. Please
The Mozambique leg of the program scheduled for April pray that doors will be opened for Carel and Mariska as
25-May 1st got going via Vilanculos, Beira: the eventual they continue on their journey in His service by furthervenue of the teaching schedule. Here, they introduced ing their studies at George Whitefield College and their
the art of Sermon Building, following an introduction of intended goal of teaching at a theological institution.
Ecclesiology, taught last summer (Dec. and Feb). Beira is
an exciting place to teach. The folks maintain unbeliev- May the various committees, and we bring to mind here
able optimism, hunger for the Truth and always await the missions committee, be enabled to serve the greater
their next training cycle with amazing eagerness. The community as they take the word to the mission fields.
local organizing committee has now come of age and We also request prayer for the deacons of GBC, for their
MOST can be confident to arrive and concentrate on the support in the running of day-to-day affairs and maintebusiness of teaching, without the bother of the event’s nance of the church. We lastly wish to hold up in prayer
administrative tasks. We praise our Great God for this. those who serve in the background and for our pastor
Please pray with us for the finalisation of course material as he ministers to our spiritual needs. In all of this, we
and readiness of heart, both for Anselmo as presenter give thanks to you for your partnership in prayer and for
and the course participants. Please join us as we con- the administrative team of Sola 5 without whom these
gratulate Anselmo and Charlene, Brothers, Gabriel (12) newsletters would not be distributed.
and José (10), on the birth of the latest addition to their – John Lewis

Home Fellowship Group Leaders (f.l.t.r): Vrijzee Leaders - Reynold & Rita Swart and Tony & Laura Baragona; Goodwood Leader - Shane
Vidal-Hall; Bothasig Leader - Curly Cuthbert.

aged to change my outlook on life and usefulness ever
since. I thus entered my pastorate at FRBC as an ‘intern’
or inexperienced for I was entering a new environment
altogether. At first this posed a challenge for me but I
thank God who has helped me overcome that hurdle.
Let me proceed to enlighten you on other challenges
that faced our church in the same short period...
The biggest hurdle for FRBC has always been the high
frequency of mobility among its membership. Sometimes I even feel as if it is unprecedented among the other Reformed Baptist fraternity in the Copperbelt province. Unfortunately it has been afflicting our church for
some time now. I took up my pastorate when the church
had suffered another exodus in its membership and
hence, was at its lowest. No sooner had I taken over the
reins when ten or more of our members moved to other
towns. It was at a time when the church was already on
its knees. Some of them left due to transfers while others had found greener pastures. This phenomenon was
a disappointing welcome for me and indeed a blow to
the church, especially as that number included a deacon and other dependable families. It was a challenging start. Inevitably, this state of affairs poses a negative
consequence to the church for it reduces the viability of
the church to support itself financially.
This is another malady that has plagued the church in
the past and now again. It is an effect of the same mobility of members in the church. Fortunately for me, the
downward spiral began to be countered towards the
end of last year when we scored an increase in numbers
and membership at church. This is what we needed to
see and providentially the results became evident at
last. Due to this positive trend, we are now beginning to
surmount this financial hurdle gradually and we hope
that it will continue to increase for the better this year.
Consistency in the work of evangelism is not an option,
but essential for us! The evidence is clear. It is the only
remedy that will completely forestall this hurdle with its
multiple negative effects. In this matter we rely on your
fervent prayers.
On a positive note, we have a challenging task (hurdle)
of re-launching the Kantanshi outreach project this year.
With this project we intend to establish another church in
a vernacular or in ‘bemba’, a local dialect, spoken widely
in the region. At the moment, we consider this venture
a priority on our agenda in order to maintain a consistency in our evangelism. Kantanshi is a major local mining suburb of our town. It is a low income suburb and
densely populated. This is what makes it ideal for our
evangelism activities. We initially planned to establish a
preaching point in the month of April 2011 and we later
intend to establish a church in the course of the year. An
activity of this nature in such a populace place will surely
keep us busy for the rest of the year. We have decided

to make Kantanshi outreach project a priority because
of its positive contributions to our church in the past.
It had always provided a high turnover of attendees at
church. Thus, with its demise, it resulted correspondingly in ‘empty pews’ especially on Sundays. The cause for
the shutdown was the same exodus of membership in
church already attributed to above. It is this which in the
end robbed the church of the much needed manpower
for the work as it were and eventually led to the shelving
of the plans altogether. We have, however, resolved to
re-launch it because we feel that we now have enough
manpower to do the work. The benefits envisaged are
numerous and hence, a priority on our agenda. Please,
do remember us in your prayers so that these plans on
our drawing board will be realised before the end of this
year.
Finally, a potential hurdle for us this year is how we
should insulate our church against the onslaught of the
unpredictable happenings in the mining industry prevalent in our region (Copperbelt province). Our church is
actually located in a town which sports one of the major
mining players in the province. Therefore, the economical lifeline of this town is solely dependent on this same
mining cooperation. Inevitably every success, failure or
shutdown of the mines has a corresponding effect on
everything else in the town. In the recent past, the same
mines suffered an economical down turn which affected the entire town. For instance, many workers in the
mining sector and elsewhere suffered a loss of jobs as
a result. In the case of our church it led to the massive
exodus of members affected by the mines. This explains
the prevalence of a high mobility of our membership in
the past and recently as alluded to above.
Considering the above, our church finds itself in jeopardy
now and in the future. Our future remains uncertain as
most of our members are drawn from the mining sector.
Hence, like in the past, our church remains vulnerable as
a result. But this time around, we are geared to redress
this phenomenon in our local church for the better. We
are planning to surmount this hurdle by diversifying
our evangelistic efforts to include non-mining suburbs
of our town. This is a long-term prospect. To make this
work, we intend to begin targeting the non-mining colleges and institutions including the teachers, police or
government workers compounds etc. Our success in
this venture will ensure an even distribution of membership, including those from other economical sectors of
the town. We believe that in the long run this strategy
will forestall the high mobility of membership and ultimately protect the church from the changes that occur
in the mining sector. In the end we hope to achieve stability and growth. Please remember us in this venture.
– Emmanuel Sakala
(Pastor – Fairview Reformed Baptist Church)
sakalaemmanuel@gmail.com
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involvement for the ‘All of Grace Mission’. The
‘Xhosa Radio Ministry’ has proved to be very
popular and he has received many invitations
to speak at various churches here in the Western Cape. The radio programme
is confirmed to be listened to
by many around South Africa.
All praise and glory to our Lord
for this opportunity to spread
His word.
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Missions in Cape Town and the nations – We thank the
Lord for the privilege of continuing to share in the outreach ministry of at least seven missionaries (or missionary couples). GBC is sharing in God’s kingdom in at least
three countries apart from SA (Bolivia, Germany and
Mozambique). This does not include Zimbabwe through
our involvement with Sola 5. Last year God enabled our
church family to give generously outside of our ministries.

Church News

Nothing worthwhile can ever be accomplished without
God’s Word preached and applied. We praise the Lord
for the seed sown and the evidence of the fruit borne
– in individual lives, through our corporate gathering
on Sundays and in the small groups that regularly meet.
One heartening aspect of ministry is that along with our
six Home Fellowship Groups and Christianity Explored,
we have at least another four groups stimulating fellowship around Gods word. This includes Moms and Tots, Instructing a Child’s Heart, Teen Bible Study and the Prayer
Partners group that has re-commenced. Please pray for
the possibility of another HFG commencing in Pinelands
as we now have at least five people associated with GBC
from the area keen for a group to commence.
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THE HANDS OF GBC – OUR MINISTRIES!
Leadership – For the past two years at least we have had
an ‘eldership–orientation’ programme in place to train
and guide younger men showing potential for eldership. Although busy with doctoral studies the elders are
delighted that Chris Dumas is continuing to be exposed
to the eldership and he is truly gifted in explaining doctrine to young minds through the Tot’s Theology! Winton
Gibbs has been elected onto the eldership and we look
forward to his broader ministry among us. We do not forget Di Cuthbert and her wonderful support to Curly over
the years before her homecall.
Sunday morning Worship and Family Bible School –
Changes! Change is always good and the morning Worship format has been changed with the re-introduction
of Pastor’s Pals and the addition of a Tot’s Theology slot
and the use of powerpoint. Our Sunday school remains
at 09h00 and before the main service at 10h00 we have
introduced a Family Bible Study which also commences
at 09h00, with two adult Bible Classes and the initial electives being ‘The Christian and Managing your Finance’
and ‘Questions Christians Hope no-one Will Ask’. This is
led by Winton Gibbs and Reynold Swart respectively.
Shepherding a Child’s Heart – We are experiencing
somewhat of a baby-boom and are grateful that the initial group led by Chris and Colleen McMinn has moved
onto ‘Instructing a Child’s Heart’. The elders are glad that

With thanks, we praise and Glorify His name – We are
so grateful to have at GBC a dedicated group of ministry
leaders who work so tirelessly for the furtherance of His
word. Our youth Pastor Carel Pienaar shares his time selflessly to teach the junior and senior youth of our church.
There has been a steady growth in both groups in attendance for Bible teaching and participation in activities.
Francois and Eileen van der Westhuizen lead the ‘Christianity Explored’ course and during 2010 there were 11
attendees who completed the course and the ‘Just for
Starters course’ which finished in October 2010.
The ‘Women’s Ministry’ is led by Robyn Wilson and they
meet on a regular basis for various activities which include Bible studies and prayer, breakfast meetings with
visiting speakers and support of outside organisations
such as ‘Options’and‘Elim Night Shelter’ through monetary, baby items, food and clothing. We thank them also
for their support in running the GBC grocery cupboard
which provides for those in need.
Hugo Coetzee has a ministry to the older folk in our community ‘The Golden Oldies’ meet weekly on a Wednesday
for a time of praise and Worship and alternate between
GBC and Protea Home for Bible study meetings. To quote
Hugo: “The Golden Oldies are thankful for His goodness
and we bless His holy name. Also, we long for that day
when all things will be restored and be made NEW and
when all evil will finally be gone. Come Lord Jesus.” May
Hugo long continue to serve in this vital ministry as there
are many unsaved souls to be reached even at this late
stage of their lives.
Jean Ward is a very able leader of the ‘Moms and Tot’s
Group’ and provides support for young moms and first
time moms with small children. At the moment they are
studying ‘The Gospel Centred Family” by Ed Moll and Tim
Chester. Although challenging, they give thanks to the
Lord for this opportunity to serve. GBC has an outreach
ministry to the Goodwood Mall which is led by Keith and
Laetitia Williams, it takes the form of a book table which
they have set up in the hope that God in His common
grace will minister to the spiritual needs of the passersby

who stop and enquire
of the books that are
on offer.

The Ritter Family – Hans,
Sabine and family visited us during the course
of the year. Hans still
does a lot of travelling
back and forth to Asia.
Due to recent disasters
that have taken place
there, his task is made
even more difficult, as
are those of other OMF
workers involved in the
Lord’s work.

At the main church
we also have a book
table set up on the first
Sunday of the month
which is run by Winton and Barbara Gibbs
with many Christian
books to choose from.
Junior Youth at Wortelgat Camp
Winton and Barbara
also head up the “Hiking Group” that meets
The Tomlinson’s – Colin
on the third Saturday
and Barbara are workof the month and
ing in Fort White in the
the group is open to
Eastern Cape amongst
non-Christians
and
Xhosa youth. Colin
Christians alike and is
teaches English at two
a wonderful opportusenior schools and
nity to expose minds
uses the opportunity
and bodies to the wonto teach them Christian
ders and beauty of His
values as well. Barbara
creation. The group
is involved in Bible prohas experienced many
grams with the juniors
Senior Youth at Bainskloof Camp
of the hiking trails that
at Alice Baptist Church.
can be found on and
Collin and Barbara visaround the Table Mountain area as well as further afield ited Cape Town in July, this gave the church time to inand even overnight stays.
teract with them on a spiritual level as well as a personal
level. We were also fortunate that Bonnie Hollesen was
OUR YOUTH PASTOR
able to spend time at Fort White to teach accountancy
Carel and Mariska Pienaar: A reluctant parting is happen- to the learners.
ing at the end of the year as Carel and Mariska seek to
further their studies. Through much prayer, counsel and Hylton Sumner – Hylton is our evergreen, and is steadfast
deep thinking God has been instilling or cultivating in in his work for the Lord and simply carries on, despite
their hearts a passion for theological education. Their his age. It is such a joy to see that the Lord has blessed
heartbeat, if the Lord permits and provision is given, is to him with an amazing gift of compassion for others less
return to the Bible Institute and to serve God’s kingdom fortunate. Hylton is involved in Hanover Park and works
in the sphere of theological education. To join many alongside the Hanover Park Baptist Church in bringing
others who desire to see evangelical scholarship grow relief to the very poor. It is always very encouraging to
significantly in Southern Africa and to equip tomorrow’s the missions committee to see how warm and positive
ministers and foreign missionaries with sound theology. the response is whenever appeals are made for items
That is their vision and mission. Carel and Mariska have that may be needed, and there is always a need! The way
applied to pursue an MA in Theology at George White- the little children suffer is heartbreaking.
field College in Muizenberg and intend to do this study
full time.
Diane Guta – After being back home for a while, Diane
returned to the work in Bolivia and has reported that
OUR MISSIONARIES
a permanent Youth Leader has been appointed. While
Tony Baragona is the chairman of the missionary com- here in Cape Town she obtained much needed funds
mittee at GBC and leads a team of five members—Bar- and financial support to help with the ongoing work of
bara Gibbs, Bonnie Hollesen, Mariska Pienaar, John and building a Youth Centre there. This project still has a long
Barbara Lewis. The committee is responsible for keeping way ahead and funds are always needed, which calls for
GBC informed of our missionary’s experiences in the fervent and regular prayer.
field and for any support that may be needed by them.
The highlight of the year is the ‘Missions Weekend’ which Otto Makalima – Otto has established the Reforming
is used to bring more into focus the work of missionaries Baptist Church in Khayelitsha and the church continues
outside of GBC and of outreach organisations that work to grow in the grace of our Lord. Otto has also found
in the greater community of Cape Town as well as over- himself in a privileged position to act as an adjunct
seas.
lecturer with the Bible Institute and continues with his
continued on page 10 >>
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Paul and Ronel Grobler are keen to spearhead another
group commencing in April. We hear many encouraging
testimonies from parents and our prayer is that the Lord
will continue to use this to stimulate Godly parenting in
the challenging task of raising children.
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