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“God’s love and forgiveness can pardon and restore any and every 
kind of sin or wrongdoing….There is no evil that the father’s love can-
not pardon and cover, there is no sin that is a match for his grace.” Pg 
24.

The parable of the Prodigal Son, has been receiving much atten-
tion and press over the past few years. We in this time have seen 
the publication to two books, written by two men who hold great 
influence in the American Church. I am of course referring to “A 
Tale of Two Sons” by J. Mac Arthur Jr and “The Prodigal God” by 
Tim Keller.

Why all the attention over one parable? The attention comes as a 
result of what appears to be a widespread misunderstanding of 
the parable. Both books call upon Christians to take a closer and 
more accurate look at this parable, seeking to discern its true and 
intended meaning.

“As long as you are trying to earn your salvation by controlling God 
through goodness, you will never be sure you have been good enough 
for him. You simply aren’t sure God loves and delights in you.” Pg 63.

The Prodigal God, came very highly recommended to me, and I 
sought to buy a copy of it as soon as possible. Once in my hands 
I devoured the book in a matter of hours, soaking in its many old 
and new truths. From a reading perspective, it is easy reading, a 
relatively short book, of 139 pages, with seven bite-size chapters. 
Keller, seeks to break the parable down into key components, and 
then seeks to weave them altogether so as to help us see the full 
message of this parable.

He seeks also to correct the imbalance that is evident in so many 
sermons on this parable, where the focus and attention is primar-
ily on the younger, wayward son. The older, legalistic, brother be-

ing neglected altogether, or only gets a mention at the very end. 
Yet, as Keller makes clear, the intended audience, those whom 
Christ was addressing, were in the “older brother” category. Jesus 
is addressing the legalistic Pharisees and Scribes, who scorned and 
looked down upon the wayward “younger brother”, tax-collectors 
and sinners. The message of the parable being: both brothers are 
in desperate need of salvation, yet due to the pride of the older 
brother, he refuses the offer of his father to this end. This serves 
then as a warning to the proud, legalistic Jewish religious authori-
ties, not to spurn the invitation that Christ gives them, and to come 
to true salvation.

“Religion operates on the principle of “I obey – therefore I am accepted 
by God.” The basic operating principle of the gospel is, “I am accepted 
by God through the work of Jesus Christ – therefore I obey.”  Pg 114.

Keller, throughout his book, has Christians in mind, especially 
those who are trapped in the pride of good works and legalism. 
If we are truly honest with ourselves, often Christians of reformed 
persuasion fall into this trap more easily than others. We become 
obsessed with living right, practising all the Christian disciplines, 
and fighting valiantly against sin. But when suffering or failure 
comes about we stumble, and find ourselves questioning God’s 
goodness. After all, “I have done everything God requires of me, 
why then do I receive bad instead of good?”

“If, like the elder brother, you believe that God ought to bless you and 
help you because you have worked so hard to obey him and be a good 
person, then Jesus may be your helper, your example, even your inspi-
ration, but he is not your Savior. You are serving as your own Savior.” 
Pg 38

Keller seeks to address this prideful, legalistic tendency by taking 
us back to this parable, and exposes the ugly sinful nature of such 
an attitude and way of life. To this ugly picture, he brings the grace, 
love, mercy and salvation God, showing us that when we come to 
truly understand these truths, we are able to enter into the feast of 
the father, finding joy, peace and rest in Christ.

“What must we do, then, to be saved? To find God we must repent of 
the things we have done wrong, but if that is all you do, you may re-
main just an elder brother. To truly become Christians, we must also 
repent of the reasons we ever did anything right.” Pg 77-78.

The book came highly recommended from a source I would have 
been foolish to ignore, and I now can understand why. I wish to 
pass that recommendation on to you, and encourage you to read 
it for yourself and allow this masterful parable of our Lord, to once 
again fill you with joy. Allow Christ’s message of grace, forgive-
ness, hope and joy, to help you put to death, pride and legalism, 
and motivate you to walk in the freedom which is so richly ours 
through the undeserved grace of God.

If we say “I believe in Jesus” but it doesn’t affect the way we live, the an-
swer is not that now we need to add hard work to our faith so much as 
that we haven’t truly understood or believed in Jesus at all.” Pg 124.

– Reviewed by Gordon Bull

B . o . o . k      R . e . v . i . e . w

Grace: The means by which 
we are to be amazed, daily!
Are you amazed by grace? No, I don’t mean are 
you aware and amazed by the grace you received 
when God brought you to salvation. I mean are 
you daily aware and amazed by the amount of 
grace God extends to you in the course of one 
day? Do you wake up in the morning and confess 
“By God’s grace I have been kept to see another 
day”? After having finished your day at the office 
and returned safely to your home, are you quick 
to acknowledge, “By God’s grace I have been pro-
tected throughout the day, by God’s grace He has 
given me all that I have needed for today.”?

We are all quick to acknowledge God’s grace 
shown to us in our salvation, and rightly so, for it 
is grace the depths of which we can not plumb. 
We preach and sing about this saving grace often 
within our churches, and we urge Christians to 
meditate on the grace of salvation. Yet, we so often 
fail to take note of the full gift of grace, grace that 
not only brings us salvation, but also applies all the 
promises of God to us, and this full gift of grace we 
receive daily. 

Our failure to take note of this daily grace results in 
us living, thinking and behaving just like the rebel-
lious generation of Israelites we look down upon. If 
there ever was a generation in human history that 
experienced the grace of God on a daily basis, it 
was that generation. 
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Editorial
They say all good things come 
to those who wait… well after 
a long break, the Chronicles 
are back! As you will notice the 
Chronicles have changed in 
several respects, we trust that 
you will find these new addi-

tions helpful and edifying. These changes 
will include new features such as book re-
views, and interviews. Each issue will also be 
centred on a particular theme, with articles 
exploring that theme. It is our desire that 
the Chronicles are not just a source of news 
about Sola 5 and its member churches, but 
that it will also serve as a means of encour-
agement and edification to all who read it. 
Our goal is that the Sola 5 Chronicles will 
become one of Southern Africa’s premier 
Christian news publications, renowned 
for its commitment to Biblical truth, theo-

logical excellence and Christian encourage-
ment. We ask therefore that you bring this 
desire to the Lord in prayer, requesting that 
He may give us the wisdom needed to ac-
complish this.

In addition we wish to invite your com-
ments, and feedback on the Chronicles, we 
are always looking for ways in which we can 
improve, please let us know if you have any 
suggestions, comments and yes even criti-
cism (constructive).

We trust and pray that you will find this lat-
est edition of encouragement and edifica-
tion.

To God be the glory,
Gordon Bull 
– Editor
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Grace: The means by which we are to be amazed, daily!

Yet God’s grace became so 
“common” to them, that they 
began to take it for granted, it 
was no longer seen as grace.

Think about the Aaronic bless-
ing: Numbers 6:23-27 “Speak 

to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you 
shall bless the people of Israel: you shall say 
to them,  (24)  The LORD bless you and keep 
you;  (25)  the LORD make his face to shine 
upon you and be gracious to you;  (26)  the 
LORD lift up his countenance upon you and 
give you peace.  (27)  “So shall they put my 
name upon the people of Israel, and I will 
bless them.”

From what we know, this blessing was not 
just a once off blessing, but was one that 
was proclaimed on a daily basis. This rebel-
lious generation of Jews would have heard 
this great blessing hundreds of times over, 
in their life time, and would have seen it 
proved true. The blessing centres on the 
phrase “and be gracious to you…” take 
grace out and the whole blessing collapses. 
If God’s grace in the blessing wasn’t evident 
enough, He gives the Israelites another pic-
ture of grace, in the man who is called to 
proclaim this blessing, Aaron. We can only 
put it down to the sheer undeserved grace 
of God, that Aaron was still alive, after he 
led the whole nation into idolatry before 
the golden calf. But to make Aaron, priest, 

the High priest, surely not! Aaron must have 
known that it was only because of God’s 
grace that he had escaped God’s wrath, 
and was now standing as High priest, de-
livering this blessing to the people. What a 
picture of grace: a man; who knew it was 
only by God’s grace that he was still breath-
ing, proclaiming a blessing of God’s great, 
awesome, undeserved grace. There is then, 
a threefold picture of grace in this bless-
ing, for it is a blessing of grace, issued by 
a recipient of grace, to an entire nation of 
people who were themselves recipients of 
grace which redeemed them from Egypt 
and they continued to daily receive an un-
deserved grace, which met all their needs. 
God’s grace came to this generation time 
and time again, even in the midst of their 
constant complaints against God, rebellion 
from God and questioning of God. 

Their failure to acknowledge God’s grace 
did however come at a cost, it cost them 
their lives! Herein lies the warning for us 
if we fail to contemplate the grace of God 
and allow it to transform our lives. Failure 
to take note of God’s constant grace in their 
lives, led this generation on a dangerous 
path, it bred within them discontentment, 
which led to dissatisfaction with God. They 
began questioning God, His purposes and 
ways, in fact at numerous points they were 
foolishly convinced that God had the inten-
tion of taking them into the desert only to 

watch them suffer and die in agony. Their 
failure to keep God’s grace in mind, led 
them to the act of rebellion that would 
cost them their lives. They stood on the 
brink of entering the Promised Land, hav-
ing witnessed countless acts of God’s grace 
on the way, and yet because of their failure 
to acknowledge God’s grace, they failed to 
enter into the land. They doubted God’s 
power and ability, they questioned God’s 
faithfulness, and thought God foolish to 
have brought them to a land “filled with 
giants”. Therefore they took matters into 
their own hands, trusted in themselves, de-
pended upon their own might, and took a 
stand against God and His faithful few true 
followers.

When we fail to take note of God’s grace, 
when we allow our eyes to grow blind to it, 
or even dare to take it for granted, we start 
to walk down that same dangerous path. A 
path that leads to us depending more on 
ourselves for our daily bread, than on the 
promises of God, seeking to protect our-
selves with our own might, than entrusting 
ourselves to the protective care of God. A 
path, that when trial and difficulty come 
causes us to doubt and question God, in-
stead of taking refuge in His sovereignty 
and will. When the giants appear, causes us 
to think of God as foolish, or His promises 
as false, instead of holding fast to His Word, 
and His omnipotence. The spiritual disci-
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are continuing with the Saturday lectures to guide stu-
dents through the curriculum.

Distribution Centres
One of the great challenges of a distance learning pro-
gramme is the logistics and distribution of material. We 
are using email as far as possible, but it isn’t possible to 
eliminate the postal system entirely. To help in this pro-
cess we have established Distribution Centres to handle 
administration and communication in the various coun-
tries. On the whole, this has worked very well, thanks to 
the commitment and competence of the coordinators.

One of our main challenges this year has been the ad-
ministration in Zimbabwe. Theo Soko, our coordinator 
there, has suffered severe health problems, and he has 
also been hampered by the generally poor or dysfunc-
tional infrastructure in the country. Please pray for Theo’s 
health as he is still in need of surgery. Pray also for the ex-
pansion of the cell phone Internet network so that Theo 
will be able to communicate effectively with us and with 
the students.

Future Plans
As we look to the future and start planning for next year, 
we are challenged by the many opportunities for minis-
try, and thankful for the various ways in which the Lord is 
leading us and providing for us.

One development that we are thankful for is a partner-
ship between SGTS and the London Theological Semi-
nary (LTS). Irving Steggles, who pastors Birchleigh Baptist 
Church in Kempton Park (Gauteng), is also the chairman 
of LTS. He has taken a keen interest in SGTS from its in-
ception, and has helped to set up a partnership between 
SGTS and LTS. Initially, LTS will help by providing lectur-
ers to help with our contact sessions, but we trust that 
the partnership will develop over time in various ways.

An opportunity has also opened for us to offer our pro-
grammes in Kenya through a relationship with Keith Un-
derhill. Pray for the Lord’s guidance in this exciting, yet 
challenging opportunity.

As things have become more settled in the ministry, 
we have been able to assess the needs and chart the 
way ahead. Probably our greatest need at this stage 
is to expand the staff: we urgently need to appoint an 

administrator/office manager, and also need to expand 
the faculty. Pray with us, both for the Lord’s provision of 
necessary finances, and also for the right people to fill 
these positions.

Applications for 2011
We are now taking applications 
for 2011. There is a limit of only 
20 places, so if you are interested 
please apply as soon as possible. 

All the necessary information and 
forms can be obtained from our 
website (www.sgts.org), from the 
head office (tel. +260-978-041-
481), or from one of our Distribu-
tion Centres (Namibia: Eric Tor-
diffe, +264 (0)61 234-526; South 
Africa: Suzanne Murray, +27 (0)82 
444-4293; Zimbabwe: Theo Soko, 
+263-(0)733-602-460).

Conclusion
We give glory to God for his power that is displayed 
through our weakness. The continuing work of SGTS 
is a testimony only to his grace. We thank you for your 
prayers and support, and ask you to continue praying 
with us that many faithful servants of the Word will be 
raised up through this ministry.

– Bruce Button
E-mail: admin@sgts.org

Up
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plines will fast become a legalistic practice, 
that are burdensome, rather than a means 
through which we become aware of and 
experience more of the grace and joy of 
salvation.

The truth of the matter is, if we took time 
at the end of the day to recount the areas, 
ways and means where God has shown 
grace to us, the ways in which we have 
seen the blessing of Numbers 6 proved 
true, we would very soon find ourselves on 
our knees in worship and adoration of God. 
Perhaps this would be a beneficial exercise 
for us to engage in often, so as to keep our-
selves mindful of God’s grace extended to 
us every day.

As Christians who hold to reformed theol-
ogy and the tenets of Calvinism, we love 
to talk about grace, we speak of, irresistible 
grace, unmerited favour, and sola gratia. 
These are great Biblical, theological truths 

that do indeed bring us much joy. But I 
would suggest that we need to add an-
other grace to that list, to borrow a phrase 
from the Apostle Paul, it is the grace of all 
things (Rom 8:32)! Grace, that sees to all my 
needs for life, and a grace that makes me 
more like Jesus today than I was yesterday. 
Grace, that enables me to sleep well to-
night, knowing that God holds tomorrow 
in the palm of His omnipotent, sovereign 
hand. It is the grace of provision, protec-
tion, preservation, and sanctification. It is 
the grace that allows us to endure all man-
ner of difficulties, trials and persecution, 
for it is a grace that no man can undo, take 
away, or even separate us from. It is the 
grace of hope, knowing that God will see 
to all our needs, and should we not live to 
see the end of tomorrow, it is the grace of a 
deep and calm assurance that we shall then 
be with the very Author of grace.

The grace of all things; is a grace that causes 

us to be amazed, daily!

As children of God, chosen, called and 
saved, I wish to challenge us all, to think 
more upon the grace of all things, and al-
low this grace of God to amaze us on a 
daily basis. Let us not take it for granted, 
but develop lives of permanent thankful-
ness towards our gracious God. And know, 
no matter what your circumstances may be 
at this point in time that, the LORD is and 
shall continue to bless you and keep you; 
the LORD is making and will continue to 
cause his face to shine upon you and just 
as He has been, so He shall continue to be 
gracious to you; the LORD has lifted up his 
countenance upon you and He gives you 
peace, each and every day; because He has 
put His name upon you, and He will bless 
you with all the blessings of Christ.

– Gordon Bull 

You’ve probably heard that 
a cat has nine lives. Did you 
know that a cat has nine tails? 
Just follow the logic:

 No cat has eight tails
 One cat has one more 

   tail than no cat
   Therefore, one cat 
   has nine tails!

Now how can that be? Have you ever seen 
a nine-tailed cat? Neither have I. The little 
syllogism above has a problem. In fact, it is 
a common problem, not only in cat tail dis-
cussions, but in biblical and theological dis-
cussions as well. The term “no cat” changes 
meaning in the course of the argument. In 
the first proposition it means the exclusion 
of all cats and refers to a situation in which 
there are not any cats. In the second propo-
sition “no cat” is given positive existence 
(with eight tails). In logic this is called the 
fallacy of equivocation.

Such equivocation is a problem in theologi-
cal discussions when terms are not defined 
and agreed upon. If you mean one thing by 
a particular term and I mean another thing, 
we will end up chasing our tails (all nine 
of them perhaps!). In this discussion we 

have two very important terms “grace” and 
“legalism” which often suffer from unclear 
definitions. 

Everyone knows that legalism is a bad thing 
(because of the way people sneer at you 
when they say it) and that grace is a good 
thing. But I dare say that the most popular 
use of “legalism” is incorrect. If my friend is 
flying down the highway doing 150 km/
hr and I tell him to slow down because the 
speed limit is 120 km/hr, he may call me a 
legalist.  The idea of being held to any kind 
of ethical standard is far too often thought 
of as legalism. “I’m not under law, I’m under 
grace” (Romans 6:14) is the favourite verse 
(along with “judge not”). This points to a 
wrong understanding of grace as well. Far 
too often grace is viewed as the blessing 
of getting away with things.  Grace and le-
galism are indeed opposed to each other, 
but not in a way that makes grace lawless. 
Similarly, legalism is a bad thing, but not in 
a way that should make us reject all stan-
dards of behaviour.
Legalism has three main expressions. First, 
it refers to obtaining salvation through 
keeping the Old Covenant Law. This is pri-
marily what Paul was fighting against in 
Galatians. 

NIB Galatians 2:16 ...a man is not justified by 
observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. 
So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus 
that we may be justified by faith in Christ and 
not by observing the law, because by observ-
ing the law no-one will be justified...21 I do 
not set aside the grace of God, for if righteous-
ness could be gained through the law, Christ 
died for nothing!”

The issue here is how a sinner can gain a 
righteous standing (justification) before 
God. It is clearly NOT by obeying the Law 
because we are already law-breakers. Legal-
ism relies upon human moral achievement 
for acceptance with God. This violates the 
Gospel because it sets aside the grace of 
God and makes Christ’s death a non-neces-
sity. A sinner can only be justified through 
faith in Christ, that is, by relying upon the 
perfect law-keeping of Jesus Christ on his/
her behalf. This legalism – salvation through 
law – is actually condemning.

Second, legalism can refer to sanctification 
by law. This form of legalism relies upon hu-
man performance to please God and grow 
in holiness. The problem is that the Law 
does not have the power to change the 
heart and grow us in godliness. Paul speaks 
to this issue in Romans.

Grace: The means by which we can avoid legalism

Sovereign Grace Theological Seminary 
(SGTS) has now been operating from Lusa-
ka for just on a year, so it is fitting for us to 
reflect on the past year and share with you 
about the progress in the ministry.

Four of the Sola 5 churches in Lusaka have 
taken responsibility for the Seminary and they have es-
tablished a Board to oversee the ministry. These church-
es have been enthusiastically involved in theological 
education for some time, and moving to Lusaka has pro-
vided many benefits arising from their commitment and 
experience. The SGTS programmes use a distance learn-
ing model, so we are able to accommodate students 
from around southern Africa without requiring them to 
relocate. In order to supplement the written materials 
that we provide, we offer contact sessions twice a year, 
for a week at a time, in Lusaka, Harare, Johannesburg 
and Windhoek.

Board
The SGTS Board was appointed by the four sponsoring 
churches, and includes the following members: Dennis 
Chiwele (Chairman), Nchima Nchito (Secretary), Saidi 
Mlewa (Treasurer), Wilson Tembo, Lovemore Nkhoma, 
Eric Sinyangwe and Alfred Nyirenda. It is a great blessing 
and privilege to have such a team of godly, competent 
men to lead the ministry. Pray for these brothers as they 
lead the work!

Enrolled Students
The 2010 academic year began on 1 March. There was 
a very positive response from around southern Africa, 
and we initially enrolled about 50 students. As is usually 
the case with distance learning, not all of the students 
have been able to sustain their studies; nevertheless, the 
students’ commitment has been encouraging and we 
now have a total of 36 students enrolled: 10 from Zam-
bia, 1 from Malawi, 20 from Zimbabwe, 4 from South 
Africa and 1 from Namibia. Many of them are involved 
in full time ministry; a number are preparing themselves 
for future ministry. For many students the studies have 
been quite challenging, but we are thankful that they 
have been able to benefit from the programme. Samuel 
Kadiwa, one of our Zimbabwean students, has given this 
testimony:

I enrolled as a student of SGTS in 2008. I 
have benefited a lot by studying with SGTS. 
Firstly the quality of the material content is 
of a high standard. . . . Secondly I have found 
out that SGTS is more than just a school but 
it’s a family. I enjoy the fellowship with other 
students locally and hope to do so with other 
students from the region. I am trusting God 
to continue with my studies to the very end. 
Please pray for me.

Indeed: please pray for Samuel and for all our students. 
This time of year is one of exams for students in all kinds 
of institutions and our students are not exempt. They 
will be writing exams from 29 November to 3 December 
and need to prepare themselves adequately. Pray that 
the Lord will enable them to understand all that they are 
learning - not just for the exams, but more especially for 
ministry - and that they will be able to give a good ac-
count of their learning in the exams. 

Contact Sessions
The contact sessions are an essential element of our pro-
gramme. The distance learning format, with its emphasis 
on reading and writing and its limited personal contact, 
is very challenging for people who are not accustomed 
to it. Much self-discipline is required, as well as an ability 
to derive meaning from the written word without any of 
the cues that are a natural part of social interaction. Over 
the years that SGTS has been operating, it has become 
more and more clear to me that these contact sessions 
are worth far more than their limited time would sug-
gest.

The first round of contact sessions was held in March/
April. The first session was in Harare, where I was sur-
prised and thankful to find many students who wanted 
to continue with their studies. (I had not been able to 
communicate properly with Zimbabwe while in Zam-
bia.) Although the week was shortened due to the Easter 
weekend, we had a meaningful time together. At the Lu-
saka session we benefited from the input of a number of 
local pastors, and from there I travelled to Namibia and 
South Africa. Once again, we enjoyed a meaningful time 
of fellowship, interaction and learning.

The second round of contact sessions was held in Sep-
tember. This time we started in South Africa, and I was 
grateful for the input of Pastor Brian Stone (from Em-
manuel Baptist) in the Pastoral Theology module. It was 
a blessing to have Paul Karstens from the Bible Institute 
handle the session in Namibia, which was followed by 
the session in Lusaka. The contact session period ended 
in Harare; where I met with our Zimbabwean students. 
One of the things I emphasized there is that learning is 
like weight-lifting: it doesn’t help to watch your instruc-
tor do all the hard work while you sit idle; just as you 
have to build your muscles by straining at the weights, 
so you have to build your understanding by doing the 
hard work of thinking - and especially writing. Conse-
quently, the students did a number of writing exercises 
which we evaluated together.

Lusaka Saturday Programme
After moving to Lusaka, SGTS combined with the Re-
formed Baptist Preachers’ College, which had been run-
ning for some 15 years. The Preachers’ College held lec-
tures on every second Saturday and students were given 
reading and assignments to complete between lectures. 
This programme has now been integrated into SGTS. All 
students now register for the SGTS programme, but we Up

da
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Grace: The means by which we can avoid legalism

NIB Romans 7:4 So, my brothers, you also 
died to the law through the body of Christ, 
that you might belong to another, to him 
who was raised from the dead, in order that 
we might bear fruit to God. 5 For when we 
were controlled by the sinful nature, the sinful 
passions aroused by the law were at work in 
our bodies, so that we bore fruit for death...7 
What shall we say, then? Is the law sin? Cer-
tainly not! Indeed I would not have known 
what sin was except through the law. For I 
would not have known what coveting really 
was if the law had not said, “Do not covet.” 8 
But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by 
the commandment, produced in me every 
kind of covetous desire. For apart from law, 
sin is dead. 

It is actually by being dead to the Law that I 
am able to bear fruit to God because all the 
Law could do was stir up my sinful desires. 
The quickest way to get a person interested 
in something is to prohibit it. The law arous-
es our sinful desires and is therefore power-
less to overcome those sinful desires. When 
I try to become holy by keeping the Law, I 
am relying upon my own performance to 
please God. This leads to either self-righ-
teous arrogance or self-deceptive hypoc-
risy. And if I am honest, it will eventually 
result in despair because the point of the 
Law is to show me I can’t do it. The problem 
is not with the Law. The problem is with me. 
The Law does exactly what God designed it 
to do. Just as He did not design it to save, 
He did not design it to sanctify either.

Third, legalism can refer to the imposi-
tion of extra-biblical standards as a test of 
one’s spirituality. This legalism is a bunch of 
man-made rules; a list of Do’s and Don’ts by 
which the list-makers judge others. Paul ad-
dressed this in Colossians.

NIB Colossians 2:20 Since you died with Christ 
to the basic principles of this world, why, as 
though you still belonged to it, do you submit 
to its rules: 21 “Do not handle! Do not taste! 
Do not touch!”? 22 These are all destined to 
perish with use, because they are based on 
human commands and teachings. 23 Such 
regulations indeed have an appearance of 
wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, 
their false humility and their harsh treat-
ment of the body, but they lack any value in 
restraining sensual indulgence.

Man-made rules often have the appear-
ance of wisdom, but their fatality is in try-
ing to be wiser than God. It is folly to think 
I can be more pleasing to God by being 
stricter than what His Word says. This is 
also a performance-oriented legalism. The 
problem with it is that it has no power to 
overcome our sinful desires.  For someone 
struggling with sin, legalism is no help. 
It cannot please God because it is based 
upon human achievement.

So what is the solution? Grace. For salva-
tion from sin only God’s grace in Christ can 
forgive and cleanse.  No works of our own 
– no law-keeping – can contribute anything 
to our salvation.

NIB Ephesians 2:8 For it is by grace you have 
been saved, through faith--and this not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God-- 9 not by 
works, so that no-one can boast. 10 For we 
are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Je-
sus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do.

Notice what this saving grace produces in 
v.10. Good works are the result, effect and 
fruit of grace. This means we are not only 
saved by grace, but also sanctified by grace. 
In my Christian growth I depend upon God’s 

grace at work within me. I do not rely upon 
my performance and efforts whether to 
God’s Law or to man-made standards. Only 
grace has the power to overcome my sinful 
desires and enable me in true godliness.

NIB Titus 2:11 For the grace of God that 
brings salvation has appeared to all men. 12 
It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and 
worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, 
upright and godly lives in this present age...
[through] Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself 
for us to redeem us from all wickedness and 
to purify for himself a people that are his very 
own, eager to do what is good.

The same grace of God that saves me also 
disciplines me – trains me in righteousness 
– so I am purified from lawlessness to do 
what pleases God. This brings us back to 
that popular verse from Romans 6:14...”you 
are not under law but under grace.” The 
whole verse says, “For sin shall not be your 
master, because you are not under law, 
but under grace.” Not being under Law 
does not mean living without standards. It 
means that grace does what the Law could 
not do – free me from the power and do-
minion of sin in my life. Grace frees us from 
Law because it frees us from sin. Grace frees 
me to live in true godliness according to 
God’s Word. The Law could not enable me 
to obey, but grace does. Grace is more than 
God’s unmerited favour – it is His enabling 
power. The Law informs me of what pleases 
God, but it is only by grace that I can do it. 
Grace now rules my life through righteous-
ness, not lawlessness (Romans 5:21).
 Run, John, run the Law demands,
 But gives me neither feet nor hands.
 Better news the Gospel brings;
 It bids me fly and gives me wings.

– Jeffrey Gage

son is running the Lusaka Ministerial College. We are 

working towards bringing these two together soon.

Sola 5: The annual conference this year was held in Ha-
rare, Zimbabwe, from 2nd to 5th September. About 30 

people attended from Zambia, and KBC delegates con-
stituted the largest number in that group. Pray for us 
to continue making this extra effort in maintaining our 
international fellowship. Next year’s conference will be 
held in Livingstone from Thursday 1st to Sunday 4th 
September.

Officers and Staff
Elders: (a) They continue to thank the members for their 
support and cooperation as they labour as elders of the 
church. Their oversight work, therefore, continues to be 
a joy and not a burden. (b) In answer to the members’ 
request that they find another pastor to work with Pas-
tor Mbewe in preaching and teaching, the elders have 
approached Chipita Sibale to join the pastoral team. The 
matter is now before the church for prayer and final vote. 
(c) Pastor Mbewe was unavailable for ALL work except 
preaching on Sundays from 31st May to 20th June, and 
from 3rd to 23rd August. This was in order to provide 
more time for him to do his doctoral studies. The next 
slot of three weeks study break is scheduled for 13th De-
cember 2010 to 2nd January 2011. Please pray for him 
that he will complete these studies next year on sched-
ule. (d) The main pulpit ministry continues to be on the 
Cross of Christ during the morning services and on Chris-
tian hospitality in the evening services. 

Deacons: They are continuing to work well. Please pray 
that the Lord will continue to enable them to work ex-
peditiously.

Interns: We presently continue to work with three in-
terns. We decided to extend their internship up to the 
missions’ conference in January 2011. We trust that by 
that time, we shall be clear as to where God is leading 
them to serve. Chipita Sibale got married three weeks 
ago, while Manasseh Kaonga and Kwenda Kwenda are 
on two months’ attachment to our mission station in Pe-
tauke till the end of October. 

Staff: The members of staff are all working well together. 
The only change we have had in the period under review 
is that of Ketty Mwila who is now assisting in running 
the bookstore. For the first time we have an international 
missionary from the USA coming under our oversight in 
the person of James Williamson (and his family). Pray for 
us that God will give us biblical insight and wisdom as 
we seek to integrate his work into the overall body of 
Christ here.

Conclusion
Our elders are concerned about the decreasing levels 
of formative discipline, especially in terms of church 
members taking Christian service seriously. Please pray 
for our members especially those who are new to find 
ministries to serve in diligently so that our output as a 
church can be commensurate with the quantity of mem-
bers we presently have. Thank you!
– Conrad Mbewe
Tel: +26 021 126 0154 (office) Ch
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Grace: The means by which we do Missions
Missions is possible because 
God is gracious to this world!
In this article I want to draw 
your attention to this fact by 
showing you very briefly that:  
(i) God is indeed gracious 

to this world.
(ii) You and I, being recipients of this  
 grace, should freely proclaim it to our  
 world.  

(iii) Grace is contagious!

1. Our Gracious God 
When God  created man  He  said to  him: 
“You may surely eat of every tree in the gar-
den, but of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil you shall not eat , for the in the day 
that you eat of it  you shall surely die .”  (Gen 
2:16,17) 
No sooner had God spoken these words, 

man was tempted to eat of the fruit of that 
tree(Gen 3:6), thereby incurring God’s wrath 
upon himself and his offspring affecting  
the whole earth (Gen 3:16-24) , causing the 
whole of creation to groan (Rom 8:22). 

We continue to read however with aston-
ishment that God did not decree to make 
a final end of sinful man (Adam), consign-
ing this immortal soul to everlasting hell - 

continued on page 06>> 
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Grace: The means through which we can endure suffering
Someone has wisely and de-
scriptively referred to the 
world as “a theatre of suffer-
ing” in which the script calls 
for perseverance and survival. 
Not that there is an attentive 
human audience gathered for 

the purpose of observation or evaluation. 
No, but two facts are glaringly and simulta-
neously obvious in this matter: there is suf-
fering all around us and you need to work 
hard to shield yourself from noticing! We 
are affected either by what we ourselves 
suffer or by what we observe of suffering 
around us.

We cannot help stumbling across road 
accidents, or the pathetic appeals of the 
homeless beggar. Unless we turn off our 
TV’s, disconnect from the Web and refuse 
to page through newspapers and maga-
zines, we will be bombarded by the reality 
of people suffering. Some people are able 
to turn their heads away and not look at the 
wreckage. Some people are able to ignore 
the outstretched hand until the light turns 
to green. Most suffering that we encounter 
along the journey of life can almost be left 
behind, drowned out, sanitized or ignored, 
but not by everyone, and not consistently.

I’m sure the pastorate exposes one to more 
of this painful reality than do other call-
ings and occupations (with the exception 
possibly of trauma medics and short-term 
insurance guys). Without doubt, people in 
all sectors of society, be it sales, adminis-
tration, education, entertainment, travel, 
manufacturing or service industries, are in-
deed exposed to the reality of suffering. Be-
ing office-bound or on-the-road no doubt 
affects the intensity of one’s exposure. But 
pastors get called into situations where 
they can no longer be mere passing specta-
tors, mere passive observers, mere distract-
ed commuters. Some people are called to 
wade knee-deep into the situation of suf-
fering and make some attempt to alleviate 
need if at all possible. Some days are more 
bearable than others, but drifting on this 
“sea of need” can be exhausting!

I am thankful to God that He has not called 
me to endure a high measure of personal 
suffering. By almost any standard, my life 
journey has been pretty easy, pain-free, 
pleasant and convenient – and consequent-
ly I have probably not developed the quali-
ties of determination and endurance to the 
same extent others have. But God has cer-

tainly not allowed me to be unaffected by 
suffering. Neither has He allowed me to be 
a casual observer. Whether it be as a volun-
teer ambulance medic, or as a policeman, 
or these past 16 years in pastoral ministry 
(some of which included involvement as an 
Emergency Services Chaplain) God has sur-
rounded me with the reality of suffering. I 
am thankful for the lessons He has conse-
quently taught me about His grace!

The fact is that God’s grace is sufficient for 
us. The apostle Paul needed to learn that 
(by means of an incredible litany of incon-
venience, pain and schlep! Read 2 Cor 11). 
In his weakness, he needed to learn to ap-
preciate and depend upon God’s strength. 
This is a lesson we all need to learn. And 
our learning of this crucial lesson needs to 
take us beyond the eye-rolling impatience 
that tempts us to treat this truth as a mere 
aphorism. The God who said that He would 
not tempt us beyond our ability to endure, 
is indeed consistently faithful to His prom-
ises! Rom 8:28 really does give us hope in 
any and every situation of suffering!

Of course, we need to broaden our defini-
tion of suffering beyond the merely physi-
cal. Whilst Paul’s sufferings included much 
physical pain and hardship, let us not be 
unmindful of the suffering of loneliness, 
rejection, conflict, insult, injustice, disloy-
alty, disappointment, bereavement and 
loss. No doubt, some aspects of such suf-
fering could be remediated and minimized 
by wholesome thinking. Some suffering is 
undoubtedly self-inflicted. Thinking that 
wrestles with the reality of God’s involve-
ment in our reality, in my experience, is a 
crucial component of the experience of ap-
preciating divine grace.

In my biographical reading of Adoniram 
Judson’s pioneer missionary experiences in 
Burma, this has come through to me clearly 
again and again: The extent to which we 
can ‘find God’ in the fog of circumstance; 
the extent to which we can sense what it 
is that God is up to as He allows us, indeed 
causes us, to suffer adverse circumstances, 
pain and loss – this will determine our 

ability to appreciate His grace. This sense 
of God’s purpose, will be His grace to en-
able us to endure! In my view, the valu of 
Anderson’s biography, is the way in which 
he leaves us to draw these conclusions our-
selves from his descriptions of the facts of 
life in pagan Burma in the 1800’s.

The ‘big picture truth’, as I have come to see 
it, is that God in His infinite wisdom, is not 
only busy with us, but our reality of suffer-
ing is also part and parcel of God’s dealings 
with others. The aged person who survives 
longer than we thought was necessary (or 
possible); the child who dies contrary to 
medical expectation; the business that fails 
amidst prosperity; the journey that ends 
tragically – these and ten thousand similar 
situations, always involve multiple ‘players’. 
God is able to allow multiple agendas, mul-
tiple plot-lines, to unfold simultaneously. 
His grace that is sufficient is not only His 
enabling power, but also the perspective 
that assures us that it is indeed God that 
is directing and controlling the whole dra-
matic affair!

Whilst some people work hard to insulate 
themselves from, and inoculate and anaes-
thetize themselves against, the suffering 
all around, the maturing Christian ponders 
God’s kindness in telling us to “make every 
effort to supplement [our] faith with virtue, 
and virtue with knowledge, and knowl-
edge with self-control, and self-control 
with steadfastness, and steadfastness with 
godliness, and godliness with brotherly af-
fection, and brotherly affection with love. 
For if these qualities are [ours] and are in-
creasing, they keep [us] from being ineffec-
tive and unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Pet 1:5-8). Jesus was 
made perfect “through sufferings” (Heb 
2:10) and He “learned obedience through 
what he suffered” (Heb 5:8). 

Grace is not only the means by which we 
can endure suffering. Suffering is itself an 
expression of God’s grace!

– Christo Beetge

Kabwata Baptist Church: Prayer Letter

“Pray without ceasing” 
(1 Thessalonians 5:17)

Dear brothers and sisters, 
Membership
Twenty-two people have been welcomed 
into membership since June 2010, which 

brings our membership to 399. Any day now, we will 
be crossing the 400 barrier! We have just commenced a 
new baptismal class with 10 people, with a view to have 
an actual baptismal service this month. We have contin-
ued to experience blessings in the church through new 
couples coming together in Christian marriage. In the 
period under review we witnessed the happy occasion 
of 7 weddings.

Meetings 
Weekly activities: Sunday morning Bible studies continue 
dealing with how to respond to the challenges we face 
in each stage of life. We continue to have a very good 
turnover of visitors every Sunday and are still trying to 
maximise on this God-given opportunity by “capturing” 
these visitors and following them up in the course of the 
week. 

In home Bible study groups we have completed our 
studies of the first epistle of Paul to the Corinthians. And 
we have just commenced studies in the doctrine of the 
Holy Spirit. September was spent on visiting those who 
left their contact details with us during our Agriculture 
Show outreach. 

Annual calendar activities: We had the Heroes of the 
Faith Day towards the end of June, with Pastor Mbewe 
presenting the biography of Adoniram Judson—the 
pioneer missionary to Burma. Then we had the Antioch 
Senior Youth Conference at the beginning of July, with 
pastors Jeff Parks and Choolwe Mwetwa speaking on the 
theme of “Called to be the Salt and Light of the World”. 

We also had a very successful Agricultural Show out-
reach at the beginning of August, with tens of thousands 
of evangelistic literature distributed. The quarter under 
review ended with our annual Reformed conferences 
at the end of August. Dr Voddie Baucham was unable 
to come and so we again had an entirely local team of 
preachers.   

Ministries
Children’s Ministry:  The ministry conducted two out-
reach programmes in the neighbourhood. Some of the 
children that were spoken during this outreach, have 
even attended our Sunday school classes. Our Bible 
Clubs and Sunday school teachers attended an all-day 
retreat. The ministry, together with a number of volun-
teers, hosted children from the neighbourhood, KBC, 
Eagles Nest School, and SOS Children’s Village for a Va-
cation Bible School (VBS). Running of Bible Clubs con-
tinues to be a challenge as some home-groups are fail-
ing to provide the necessary human resource. Sunday 

school classes have just finished considering “Christ the 
Redeemer” based on the Shorter Catechism. 

Publishing Ministry: The ministry produced and distrib-
uted the Show literature at the 84th Agriculture Show. 
Also distributed were the back copies of the Pilgrim Bi-
ble Notes. The 2010 Church Directory has been printed 
and is making it easier for us to know and pray for one 
another. The ministry is in the process of publishing an-
other booklet by Pastor Mbewe on the life of Adoniram 
Judson. Pray for the success of this project. We continue 
to publish reports of various KBC church plants on the 
KBC website.

Missions
Monze: This new church plant had their 1st anniversary 
on 22nd August 2010. There is no formal membership in 
place so far but attendance continues to fluctuate be-
tween 16 and 20. Despite the small number of labourers 
they have continued receiving visitors from their efforts 
of weekly outreach which involves both blanket visita-
tions and door to door outreach. The church took part 
in the Southern Province Conference in July. They also 
attended the recent Zambia Annual Reformed Confer-
ences in August. Four people want to be baptised, but 
there is no one to handle the baptismal class. The need 
for a permanent missionary is critical.

Nyimba: They have constituted their first church mem-
bership of 5. 16 people attended the Eastern Province 
Reformed conference in Katete. The missionary pastor’s 
wife has had ill health and a miscarriage. Pray for her 
emotional and physical healing. The Lord has recently 
used this church to plant Kaliki Reformed Baptist Church 
and Bible study groups in two other places. They hosted 
an interdenominational leaders’ conference recently, a 
deacons’ retreat, and a “Farming God’s Way” workshop. 
Pastor Mwanza has been unwell recently. They have re-
ported many converts in this quarter and have received 
25 Chewa Bibles.

Inter-Church Projects
Covenant College: We continue to sit on the board of 
trustees of the Covenant College in Petauke. The search 
for someone with expertise to run the college farm still 
continues. 

Zambian Baptist Historical Society: Seven months ago 
we co-sponsored the launch of the Zambian Baptist 
Historical Society. The church voted to join this society 
recently. The overall goal of this society is to preserve the 
history of Baptists in Zambia for the sake of posterity.

African Christian University & the Sovereign Grace Theo-
logical Seminary: Pastor Mbewe leaves for the USA next 
month to raise financial support for the African Christian 
University. Please pray for the success of this trip. In the 
meantime, the theological training institutions are con-
tinuing to function. Bruce Button is heading the Sover-
eign Grace Theological Seminary while James William-Ch
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The God who said that He would not tempt us 
beyond our ability to endure, is indeed consis-
tently faithful to His promises! 
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the ‘cosmic rubbish dump’.  No! Instead we 
read that this holy God, Creator of heaven 
and earth, with unfathomable love de-
creed that, despite Adam’s despicable dis-
obedience, He should redeem from Adam’s 
fallen race a people for Himself.  Indeed, He 
would show the whole world over many 
generations that there is a God in heaven 
who is kind and merciful and gracious, even 
though many did not appreciate  Him, and 
would not receive Him (Jn  1:11).

And so we know that the story line for the 
gospel of God’s grace to undeserving sin-
ners begins in Genesis 3:15. Through the 
doctrine of atonement (by the sacrificial 
system) in the Old Testament we are helped 
to understand that man’s sin can only be re-
deemed through the life of another. At that 
stage the blood of bulls, goats and lambs 
was required to teach this truth, although 
the prophets (and particular Isaiah in Chap-
ter 53) foresaw that God would have to pro-
vide a better way. The New Testament helps 
us to see that the only effective way for God 
to deal with man’s sin was by the offering of 
His own Son, Jesus Christ, “the Lamb of God 
that takes away the sin of the world .”(John 
1:29) 

John 3:16, 17 therefore stands as the apex of 
God’s amazing grace and love for a world of 
lost sinners: “For God so loved the world, that 
He gave His only Son, that whosoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
For God did not send His Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through Him.” 

2. We are Called to Imitate the God of 
Grace.
The grace of God to an undeserving world 
provides the background and the motive 
for doing the work of Christian missions.  
It really provides the only proper motive 
and means for doing missions!   

The divine logic here is this: 
•	 God	is	gracious	to	sinners.
•	 God	has	been	gracious	to	you.	You	
 have been saved by grace. 
•	 He	commands	you	to	share	that	
 grace with your world primarily 
 through the preaching/ telling of the 
 gospel (Matt 28:18-20).
•	 Therefore	as	a	thankful	and	
 obedient servant of God you must 
 participate in making the gospel of 

 God’s grace to unworthy sinners 
 known in the world.  The whole world 
 must know, hear, see and believe that 
 the Father has sent the Son as the 
 only answer to the world’s sin 
 sickness. 

This divine logic would argue that every 
Christian should be a missionary! Every 
church should be a missionary sending 
organization. How could it be otherwise?  
How can you say that you have received 
grace, and yet you are not willing to share 
it with a world (your world) that will perish 
apart from hearing and accepting this mes-
sage? 

Unfortunately, the word “missions” has 
been attributed to a ‘professional’ class of 
people called ‘missionaries’ (working in non 
church based mission societies), many of 
whom may not even be worthy of that title. 
Many are called ‘missionary’ today who are 
nothing but ‘development aid workers’, and 
who no longer speak about the life giv-
ing gospel of God’s grace to sinners. They 
do nothing to get a church of grace filled 
people going and multiplying.  
The “professional missionary class” has un-
fortunately made the rest of us sit back and 
not take the Great Commission seriously. 
We have not sufficiently reflected on the 
fact that we are members of the kingdom 
of God because the grace of God had ap-
peared to us by someone who also was 
touched by Grace. 
 
If you have been a recipient of the grace of 
God, then you must become an exporter of 
that grace. You may or you may not neces-
sarily go to a foreign mission field, but you 
must never forget that you are a missionary 
wherever you live. 
My wife is a professional pre-primary 
school teacher. She does that job very well 
in terms of her professional skills, but I also 
know that she looks at every child through 
the eyes of one who has been given much 
grace. Thus she is a missionary ‘exporter of 
grace’. Many children respond to her words 
of grace exhorting little ones to trust in the 
Lord Jesus, and eternity alone will reveal 
how God has chosen to enable these little 
hearers to hear the gospel of Grace.

But there will be some in our churches hav-
ing been touched by God’s grace who will 
hear the call of God to go to places where 

there is little or no gospel testimony. The 
church must pray, equip and send such 
people often at great cost. But if the God 
of grace is behind the calling, then we may 
know in the words of Hudson Taylor that, 
“God’s child, doing God’s work in God’s way 
will never lack God’s supply.” 

3.  Contagious Grace!  
I trust that you are able to make this con-
nection in your own mind: Grace provides 
the prime motive for missions! Grace is con-
tagious!

If you have received grace from God, that 
grace must overflow. You see it in the lives 
of the Macedonian Christians whose expe-
rience of the amazing grace of God over-
flowed not only in good works towards 
their brethren in need in other countries,  
but also in their attitudes, excelling in faith, 
in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness 
(2 Cor 8:7), which was made known every-
where.  

But the Macedonians themselves received 
this grace of God when it overflowed to 
them through the Thessalonian believ-
ers (to whom the gospel came in word…
in power…in the Holy Spirit and with full 
conviction– 1 Thess 1:5). The Thessalonians 
became exporters of the gospel and exam-
ples to the believers in Macedonia and in 
Achaia (1 Thess 1:7) and everywhere. Paul 
says: “For not only has the word of the Lord 
sounded forth from you in Macedonia and 
Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth 
everywhere…”( 1 Thess 1:8).

I cannot see how missionary work in the 
world can be done without the grace of 
God, and perhaps this very fact explains 
why so many so called missionary enter-
prises die, like the 48 churches that were 
once planted along the Namibian/Ango-
lan border in the mid nineties by a certain 
denomination. Should you go there today, 
you will find none. 

May our SOLA 5 fraternity of churches al-
ways spend much time in prayerful, pow-
erful preaching of the gospel so that the 
evidence of God’s grace will be plain for all 
to see – just as what Barnabas saw when he 
came from Jerusalem to visit the church at 
Antioch  ( Acts  11:23).

– Joachim Rieck

Our Way Forward At Robertson Reformed Community Church

As the new ‘Pastor’ of Robertson Reformed 
Community Church (RRCC) and on behalf of 
the deacons, I would like to share our way 
forward with Sola 5.

This comes from prayerfully working 
through Paul’s Letter to Titus. I know that, if I keep and 
remain steadfast in what Paul writes through the influ-
ence of the Holy Spirit, we at RRCC will bear fruit for the 
glory of God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

As I faithfully labour and strive with preaching, teach-
ing, training and coaching, the things that are fitting for 
sound doctrine, the Holy Spirit, our Helper, Comforter 
and Worker, will do His work in the lives of the people in 
RRCC. The Holy Spirit will stir up the people to; learn to 
engage in good deeds to meet pressing needs, so that 
they will not be unfruitful (Titus 3:14). 

For us to accomplish this by the grace of God, I have set 
the following personal goals:
•	 To	lead	by	example	–	serve	as	a	godly	model	to	
 RRCC (Titus 2:7). 
•	 To	train	and	equip	the	congregation	to	think	like	
 Christians and to live like Christians in and amongst 
 the people of Robertson. 
This will be no easy task and this will be a challenge, but 
as I prayerfully seek God’s wisdom and guidance, He will 
give me understanding in everything. But to accomplish 
this I will need help as the ministry is a team work.

Firstly – please pray that the Lord would raise up godly 
leaders – both elders and deacons in RRCC (1 Tim. 3: 1-13; 
Titus 1:5-9). Elders who would be willing to teach, serve 
and shepherd the flock; and deacons who would be will-
ing to administrate, serve and care for the flock. Sound 
doctrine coming from godly elders and godly deacons 
will lead to a healthy Church, but not a perfect Church. 
Godly leaders will exhort in sound doctrine and refute 
those who contradict (Titus 1: 9). A pastor leads by the 
Word of God (2 Tim. 3; 16-17): if the pastor is strong with 
the Word of God, the Church will be strong; if the pastor 
is weak with the Word of God, the Church will be weak, 
and the same goes for his leaders.
I am very thankful and grateful for the four godly dea-
cons that God has already given to me and to RRCC.

Secondly – pray that the preaching and teaching of 
sound doctrine will lead to RRCC growing and maturing 
in godliness, which leads to good deeds, which leads to 
fruitfulness – all for the glory of God the Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. This will be good and profitable for 
the people in the Robertson community (Titus 3: 8). If 
the unbeliever in our community does not see our good 
deeds, how will they ever come to know about the Lord 
Jesus Christ from us and therefore glorify our Father? 
(Matt. 5: 16; 1 Pet. 3: 15)

Thirdly – we will need much prayer to accomplish this. 
The RRCC will have to be taken back to what Paul says in 
Titus 2:11-15 and Titus 3:4-8, they will have to be remind-
ed of these things, and stirred up by way of reminder. 

As expressed earlier this is a big challenge, but if the Lord 
wills and is gracious and merciful to the RRCC, I can by 
the grace of God see our way forward in this manner. As 
the shepherd, I will have to be faithful to the preaching 
and teaching of the Gospel so that Christ can continue to 
build His Church upon His Word. God’s Word – the Gos-
pel of God and the Lord Jesus Christ, not my power, not 
my innovation – builds the Church. 
God’s Word alone will build and enable RRCC to become 
fruitful in the Robertson community – amongst believ-
ers and non-believers. 

Lastly – we need the Sola 5 members 
and affiliates to please pray for us. Pray 
for the deacons; for the members and 
for me. Pray that the God of the har-
vest will bring in a fresh harvest from 
the community of Robertson. 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with us all.

– Mark Lillie
Pastor of RRCC 

Tel: +27 (0)21 785 1091 (home)
Mobile: 072 660 5814

 are not only externally conformed to the Word of 
 God, but that they would do so out of a heart that 
 loves God and worships Him. 
•	 God	would	give	us	wisdom	in	how	to	shepherd	the	
 many refuges who come and neglect their biblical 
 responsibility to their children by leaving them 
 behind to work in South Africa 
•	 Those	who	have	and	are	attending	membership	

 classes to commit themselves fully to  Christ and 
 His church
•	 The	Family	Bible	School	will	be	more	effective	in	
 reaching the children of the neighbourhood
•	 We	will	have	wisdom	as	we	seek	to	build	the	youth	
 work in the church
– Sybrand de Swardt
Mobile: +27 (0)83 450 6283

Grace: The means by which we do Missions
>> continued from page 04

Ch
ur

ch
 N

ew
s



14 07

Grace: The means through which we Persevere to the End
One of the distinguishing 
marks of Calvinistic theology is 
the insistence that those who 
have truly become Christians 
will continue in a state of grace 
to the very end of their lives. 
Once regenerated and justi-

fied, they can never totally or finally fall 
away from grace. They will persevere to the 
end. This truth is insisted upon and rejoiced 
in because of our understanding of the 
nature of grace as taught in the Bible. The 
steadfastness with which we gladly obey 
God’s commands and give ourselves to his 
service is not because of anything in us. It is 
the outworking of the grace of God in our 
lives.

According to the New Testament, once you 
are justified by faith, you enter into a state 
of grace. In other words, God enlists all his 
powers in order to do you good. It is this 
state of grace that is the ground of your 
final perseverance to the end. The apostle 
Paul referred to this when he wrote, “There-
fore, since we have been justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Through him we have also obtained 
access by faith into this grace in which we 
stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God... and hope does not put us to shame, 
because God’s love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been 
given to us” (Romans 5:1-5). Let us unpack 
this grace in which we stand.

Unpacking the grace in which we stand
The grace of God in salvation has given be-
lievers eternal life. Eternal life is not just life 
that goes on forever. It is the very life of God 
in the soul of man. It is a quality of life that 
is at a divine level. It is life lived in fellow-
ship with the living God. However, when 
we have finished adding all the superla-
tives to this life, we must still return to the 
fact that it is spiritual life that never ends. It 
is eternal life! That is why Jesus said, “I give 
them eternal life, and they will never perish” 
(John 10:28).

The grace of God in salvation primarily 
speaks about the ongoing work of the Holy 
Spirit in the souls of believers. The Holy Spir-
it has been sent into our hearts, because we 
need him. It is in this sense that he is a gift 
of God’s grace to us. The Holy Spirit never 
leaves jobs half done. As the apostle Paul 
puts it, “And I am sure of this, that he who be-
gan a good work in you will bring it to com-
pletion at the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 

1:6). Every Christian can be assured of this, 
that the reason why he will persevere to the 
end is because the Holy Spirit is working 
inside him to will and to do according to 
God’s good pleasure (Phil 2:12). Therefore, 
the Bible can speak of the presence of the 
Holy Spirit in our hearts as “the guarantee of 
our inheritance until we acquire possession of 
it, to the praise of his glory” (Ephesians 1:14). 
The Holy Spirit fans into flame the embers 
of divine affections in our souls. He is the 
fountain of our faith and, hence, he keeps 
us trusting in God even in tough terrain.

The other side of the grace of God towards 
us can be seen in the ongoing intercession 
of Christ on our behalf. What a glorious pro-
vision of grace this is! There is one who is 
at the right hand of God the Father, who 
speaks to him on our behalf, in order for 
us to be provided with the strength that 
we need for each trial as it comes. This in-
tercessory work of Christ is exemplified in 
the “high-priestly prayer” which he offered 
while he was still on earth. He prayed, “I am 
praying for them. I am not praying for the 
world but for those whom you have given 
me.... Holy Father, keep them in your name.... 
I do not ask that you take them out of the 
world, but that you keep them from the evil 
one.... Father, I desire that they also, whom 
you have given me, may be with me where I 
am, to see my glory that you have given me 
because you loved me before the foundation 
of the world” (John 17: 9, 11, 15, 24). 

The grace of God ensures that we persevere 
to the end because that is God’s ultimate 
purpose in saving us. If you are going to un-
derstand why true Christians will inevitably 
persevere to the end, you must understand 
that the grace of God towards them did not 
commence on the day they accepted Christ 
as Saviour. The grace of God ear-marked 
them from before the foundation of the 
world that they were not only going to get 
saved but also persevere to the end. That is 
why Romans 8:28-30 is one of the most glo-
rious promises in the New Testament. 

It teaches that everything will work out for 
the good of God’s people. The “good” is not 
temporal wealth and comfort but persever-
ance to the end. 

In God’s eternal purpose and grace, he 
keeps the Christian’s reward in heaven and 
he also keeps the Christian for his reward. 
No reward will be wasted because one of its 
intended recipients could not make it. As 
Peter puts it, “Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great 
mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that 
is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept 
in heaven for you, who by God’s power are 
being guarded through faith for a salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time” (1 Peter 
1:3-5). Notice your reward is “kept in heav-
en for you” and you are “guarded through 
faith”. The fact that all this is predetermined 
immediately shows that it is an act of God’s 
free grace.

In Conclusion
Let me end with a warning. The reality 
of God’s grace does not mean that a true 
Christian cannot backslide. There are differ-
ent degrees of backsliding and, therefore, 
all Christians experience varying degrees 
of backsliding for varying lengths of time. 
However, some Christians backslide to the 
point of engaging in heinous and griev-
ous sins, which hurt their consciences and 
scandalise the name of Christ. If they are 
truly saved, they never ultimately lose their 
salvation but are restored to Christ in due 
season. Again, this is due to the nature of 
God’s grace in salvation. However, this must 
stand as a warning lest we take the grace of 
God for granted and become careless with 
our lives. In order to avoid arriving in heav-
en as casualties, we must diligently work 
out our salvation with fear and trembling. 
We must cooperate with the work of God’s 
Spirit as he seeks to fashion us after the im-
age of Christ.
– Conrad Mbewe

Report from Lynnwood Baptist Church

I have been at Lynnwood Baptist Church 
for 19 months. I am so thankful for Richard 
Blackbeard, who with Delmarie at his side, 
ministered faithfully for the years that Lyn-
nwood was without a pastor.  

Lynnwood is a diverse church with a multi-
plicity of cultures from all over the world. We have do-
mestic workers worshipping alongside chemical engi-
neers. It has been a great encouragement to see some 
of them desiring membership and attending member-
ship classes. We have all races of people, which is a good 
representation of the community around us. It is a true 
picture of what the body of Christ should look like and is 
a great encouragement and testimony to me. 

As a church we were greatly encouraged to have a com-
bined family camp with Emmanuel Baptist Church and 
to have Cholwe Mwetwa preaching God’s Word. His 
messages on Joseph’s life were both a challenge and an 
encouragement. It was also good to experience warm 
fellowship with those from Emmanuel. The Sola 5 Con-
fession of Faith encourages such interchurch fellowship. 
It has also been helpful for us as a church to read one 
core value together each Sunday.

One of the highlights of ministry at Lynnwood has been 
the opportunity to train men in our church. To this end, 
I began a men’s discipleship group. The response of the 
men who wanted to be trained and discipled was a real 
encouragement to me. We started with How People 
Change by Paul Tripp. This material was chosen because 
it specifically deals with the heart struggles we face daily 
and our response to a world that is groaning. Often in 
our day to day response to life we see that we are living 
with a gospel gap. We have our confession on the one 
side but we live our lives on the other extreme not put-
ting our doctrine in practice. 

I have looked at various materials that were helpful but 
I was struck by how many did not deal with the issues 
of the heart, the treasures that we wrestle with every 
day, the rewards we live for and base our decisions. I can 
highly recommend this material for your men’s groups. 
I have included a testimony from one of the men that 
attended the meetings. He says, “We partook of the dis-
cipleship training led by Pastor Sybrand de Swart using 
the book“How People Change”. It has been a challenging 
and fruitful time in our lives. 
Challenging because we had to visit our hearts and dis-
cover our struggles with sin. We had to review our iden-
tity and the object of our worship. We now know and are 
convinced that we are the redeemed ones by the blood of 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. We ought to be aware of idola-
try and direct our worship to our heavenly Father and not 
to ourselves and/or to the things we do. It was a fruitful 
time because we continuously asked our Father to help 
us to be controlled by His Holy Spirit, and whenever we 
stumble we turn to Him for forgiveness. In short we are 
in the business of putting off the old man and putting on 

the new man business and becoming more like our Sav-
iour Jesus Christ.”
– Patrick Nyonganyi (deacon LBC)

We are planning a second phase of training and disciple-
ship that will specifically look at doctrine and its practi-
cal application in our lives. I have been amazed at how 
easily we can talk about our great doctrines but often 
do not see live them out practically. We have decided on 
studying a very practical book on theology called A The-
ology of Christian Counselling by Jay E. Adams.  As we 
study the various doctrines discussed in the book, the 
emphasis will be placed on the practical living out of the 
doctrines. Added to this, the men will summarize their 
study and get opportunity to present their thoughts to 
some of the newcomers at LBC giving them an opportu-
nity to be useful in the body of Christ. 

Another highlight has been our Adult Bible Hour which 
has been taught by Wayne Mack. He is currently working 
through Pilgrim’s Progress which has really been a great 
study in Systematic Theology. Wayne’s years of experi-
ence in Biblical counselling and insight into the human 
heart have placed a great practical spin on the teaching 
and has captured for us what Bunyan meant when he 
spoke about the Christian’s struggle as a pilgrimage to 
the celestial city.  This has been a great blessing to many 
who attend.

We also started a Sunday School class for the women 
in our church who have English as a second language. 
These women have worked through the material Chris-
tianity Explored and have also gone through a series on 
how to study the Bible. God has blessed this class and we 
have seen some of the women come to a saving knowl-
edge of the Lord Jesus and have seen others grow in 
their relationship with Christ. 

Another exciting ministry for our church has been the 
presentation of Shepherding a Child’s Heart. This has 
been done in conjunction with the Christian School that 
uses our facility and has been a tremendous blessing to 
those who attended. Out of this, we have had the oppor-
tunity of coming alongside parents and even sharing the 
gospel with some of those who have attended. 

I have been preaching through 1 Timothy and we have 
been looking at the qualification for elders and dea-
cons. The elders have decided that it will be good for the 
church to look out for men who are qualified to serve as 
elders and deacons. Two names were brought forward 
by the congregation and we are currently looking at the 
process. Please pray for us as we work with these men.

We covet the prayers of our brothers and sisters. Specifi-
cally, please pray that:
•	 God	would	raise	up	more	elders	in	our	church	to	
 assist with the shepherding and leading of our 
 congregation.
•	 People	will	grow	in	maturity	and	live	lives	that	that	Ch
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Every Christian can be assured of this, that the 
reason why he will persevere to the end is be-
cause the Holy Spirit is working inside him to will 
and to do according to God’s good pleasure. 
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Lusaka Baptist Church: Prayer Letter
Col 4:3 “At the same time, pray also for us”
If my memory serves me right, I think we 
last sent out a full prayer letter about two 
years ago. This is not for want of desire to 
communicate or to have you pray for us, on 
the contrary we continue to stand in need 

of your prayers – indeed, we wish to acknowledge that 
it is through your prayers that the Lord has continued to 
sustain us.

When I last wrote, I shared that we were going to move 
to a tent (popularly known as the tent of meeting) for 
about 18 months, in order to pave way for the construc-
tion of our new church building. Well, we did move, and 
what an experience it has been! Before we launched out 
to the tent, we had three fears: the fear of losing visi-
tors, the fear of lacking the ability to finance the project, 
and the fear of discomfort. In regard to the first fear, it 
was unfounded, for the attendance of visitors did in fact 
increase, and the Lord was pleased to add many to our 
numbers, both through the evangelistic activities of the 
church as well as through people joining us from other 
churches. But there was also a way in which attendance 
decreased, for the Lord was pleased, early in 2009, to call 
to glory, two of our choice members, namely Chitalu 
Banda and Dapson Mwendafilumba, who died within a 
month of each other (28 February and 21 March respec-
tively). We all felt wounded, and the sense of loss was 
deep. We bless the name of the Lord for his sovereign 
providence, and for ministering grace and comfort to us 
during a very difficult time. In regard to the other fears, 
the Lord cast them out too, for in various ways, he pro-
vided the needed funds and kept us comfortable even 
under the tent. Such was the hospitable nature of the 
tent of meeting that we were able to host four high pro-
file conferences under it, namely, the 2008 & the 2009 
Reformed family conferences, a married couples confer-
ence which was taken by Dr Wayne Mack and a school 
of preaching. There is therefore no doubt that the Lord 
proved himself all sufficient and adequate.

Please join us in praising God for his gracious provi-
sion to us over the last two years. Join us too in prais-
ing God for the positive developments we have seen in 
our church plants over the last two years. During this 
period, and under the tent, we set apart 3 brothers for 
mission work: Isaac Makashinyi to Emasdale, North East 
of Lusaka, Simon Mwango to Mansa, North of Zambia, 
Albert Ngoma, to Chipata, east of Zambia. In addition 
to this, we weaned off Evangel Baptist church, after 11 
years of being under the oversight of LBC. This was an 
important milestone in our church planting endeavours. 
We believe that we have set aside a church that is mature 
and well able to run her own affairs, under a pastor (Dr 
Grave Singogo) and eldership that we trust will provide 
competent leadership for many years to come.
We would appreciate your prayers for us in the following 
areas:
First of all, we had planned to move into our new build-
ing on the 27th of June 2010, God willing. The building, 

was not a hundred percent complete, but was sufficient-
ly habitable. We were hoping to make this first meeting 
in the building, not just an opportunity for thanksgiving, 
but also for gospel preaching. We had invited several 
people who live close to the church building to attend 
the service and were hopeful that a number would come 
to the saving knowledge of Christ through the ministry 
of the word on that day.

A few days after moving into the new building, we or-
ganised a Missions conference. The speaker was Sean 
Reece, a missionary with Heart Cry Mission, who along 
with his brother Shanon, are trying to plant a church 
near Sesheke, west of Zambia. The theme was be “Not 
beyond our reach” and it ran from the 1-3 July.
 
The Golden Jubilee conference followed hard on the 
heels of the missions conference and ran from 4-6 
July. The theme of the conference was “Celebrating 50 
years of the triumphs of the Gospel.” Our Church (LBC) 
was birthed in the late fifties, when there was little in the 
way of strong bible based churches in Lusaka, and the 
charismatic movement was only just beginning to make 
inroads into mainstream evangelicalism. LBC joined 
the ranks of the few churches that were ready to take 
a stand on the Bible, and to plough the hard and fallow 
spiritual grounds of the time. Under God, this church 
has bequeathed to us, men who have gone on to bring 
a good influence on both church and state; churches 
that have birthed other churches and have been con-
tributing to changing whole societies; and causes that 
are laying a strong and firm foundation for the spiritual 
and material prosperity of our nation. Fifty years down 
the line, we feel compelled to celebrate the triumph of 
the gospel over these many years. Five preachers includ-
ing 3 former pastors (John Symons, Joe Simfukwe and 
Alfred Nyirenda), along with Conrad Mbewe and myself 
brought God’s word. All the messages were to be based 
on our church motto “we are not ashamed of the gos-
pel because it is the power of God for the salvation of all 
who believe”(Rom 1:16). 

Since about the end of 2006, I have been preaching 
from the book of Romans on Sunday morning & and 
began a series of sermons on responding biblically, 
on Sunday evening. Please pray for the Lord’s anointing 
upon this ministry. On Thursday evenings, I am taking a 
series called: A tour of the Bible. In addition to this, just 
after the golden Jubilee celebrations, the elders em-
barked on a series of teachings, in the family bible school 
on Sunday, on the subject of Missions. This ministry is 
meant to consolidate our understanding of our respon-
sibility to love and undertake missionary activity.

Our Evangelistic endeavours. In April, 2010, we or-
ganised an evangelism seminar, in our bid to encourage 
ourselves on the need to evangelise. Our desire is to see 
the church at large get involved in church organised 
door to door evangelism and in numerous other forms 
of evangelism. Although there is a fair amount of evan-Ch
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come long distances to purchase their books.  For the 
past two years Hester has also run the bookroom at the 
Fiel conferences for church leaders.  

CCC and Grace Evangelical Hospital
Though effective outreach to our community has been a 
weakness in recent years, our church leaders have great 
hopes for future fruitfulness thanks to the work carried 
on since our last report by Mike and Hilda Stolk.  Mike 
and Hilda were sent from Antipas Baptist Church in Pre-
toria, another Sola 5 congregation, to get the building 
of Grace Evangelical Hospital underway.  The progress 
they made month by month was phenomenal as the ac-
companying pictures reveal!  By the time Mike and Hilda 
returned home in December 2009, the exterior of the 
building was almost completed and work was moving 
ahead on finishing out the inside.

Progress on hospital construction after years of delay 
was no doubt encouraging to Steve Roberts, member of 
Emmanuel Baptist Church in Florida, yet another Sola 5 
church to have a strong hand in CCC’s ministry over the 
years.  Ten years ago Steve’s architectural firm prepared 
the plans for the hospital free of charge.  

Besides Mike and Hilda, other Sola 5 brethren have par-
ticipated in turning hospital plans into reality.  Lorenzo 

Brocardo, roofing contractor from Brackenhurst Baptist 
Church in Alberton, spent two weeks in Nampula get-
ting the roof trusses in place. 
    
Because the church and the hospital share the same 
property, and because several of the church members 
will be instrumental in the evangelistic and medical work 
carried on at the hospital, the church hopes that the hos-
pital will one day be a fruitful means of both serving the 
community and strengthening our own congregation.           

Finally, please pray:
•	 That	God	would	bless	the	pulpit	ministry	of	the	
 church, that by it He would strengthen the believers 
 and draw our visitors to Himself and to our 
 congregation.
•	 That	the	recent	unusual	increase	in	attendance	
 would be long-lasting, not transitory.   
•	 For	continued	enthusiasm	of	the	young	women	in	
 the girls’ evangelistic club.
•	 For	the	salvation	of	Muacite,	wife	of	leader	Arnaldo	
 Aquiles.
•	 For	a	godly	wife	for	leader	Costódio	Gustavo.	
•	 For	great	results	from	the	Fiel	conference	outreach	
 to pastors and church leaders and the literature 
 ministry carried on through the bookstore and 
 conferences. 
•	 For	Hester	Austin	as	she	settles	in	to	ministry	in	
 Nampula.
•	 For	a	hearty	evangelistic	zeal	among	church	
 members, and for the funds necessary to finish the 
 hospital project.
•	 For	missionary	Charles	Woodrow	and	his	family	as	
 they leave for furlough next year to recruit 
 missionary colleagues in the hospital and Fiel work. 
–  Charles Woodrow
Mobile: +25 882 601 1240

Starting Point After 3 weeks After 3 months (1 November 2009)

Recent photo of the hospital

Participants at this year’s Fiel Conference Ch
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needs to improve, our members are dedicated to the 
Lord and to the Scriptures.  Six of the 14 male members 
teach the Bible well enough to participate regularly in 
the preaching rotation, and of the remaining eight men, 
six take a strong hand in leading the worship services 
and teaching and admonishing during the open par-
ticipation time each Sunday.  All the members study 
the word regularly, and except for the newest ones, all 
have read the entire Bible, something unusual in this 
land even amongst pastors.  Eleven of the twenty mem-
bers participate in the missionary’s scripture memory 
program which is part of a financial aid scheme begun 
14 years ago to help people who need money without 
simply putting them on the dole.  Seven of the members 
have learned all 365 scripture portions of one to three 
verses each. 
   
Jeremias António, our newest member
Jeremias, our most recent member, was converted by 
God through the scripture memory program.  He started 
memorizing scripture to earn money to buy food for him-
self and the three sisters with whom he lives.  Jeremias 
must have a phenomenal memory, because he learned 
the entire scripture catechism, 46 A4 pages of type-writ-
ten verses, in just three months.  He is still on his first pass 

reading through the Bible, but in the months following 
his salvation his spiritual comprehension soared.  He be-
gan doing so well in the missionary’s Saturday Bible class 
that he was invited to participate in the week long sys-
tematic theology seminar taught to pastors who stayed 
on after this year’s FIEL Conference.  It was an intensive 
six and a half day course, but Jeremias did exceptionally 
well, outscoring all but one of the pastors (class of 16) 
and earning a final grade of 98%.  

In Jeremias’ case, Bible study is not a matter of gaining 
head knowledge only.  Several of the scripture passages 
in the catechism deal with the importance of giving to 
the Lord, and after learning these verses Jeremias asked 
that ten percent of his earnings from the memory pro-
gram be automatically deducted and transferred to the 
church.  These contributions have already been a notice-
able blessing to the whole congregation.  

Only God can produce transformations like that ob-
served in Jeremias, and the church asks our Sola 5 breth-
ren to pray that He will let us see much more of this kind 
of spiritual power at work in our midst.  

Hester Austin
Since our last report the church has been enriched 
through the faithful prayers and participation of Hester 
Austin, a missionary colleague sent from Logos Church 
in Vereeniging, South Africa.  Hester was directed to our 
congregation through friends and churches in the Sola 
5 association.  Though she is still learning the language, 
Hester has already begun using her skills as a nurse prac-
titioner to help a Dutch missionary doctor based out of 
Nampula who works during the week in bush clinics.  
Hester has been a faithful means of transportation for 
many of the children and some of the adults who have 
begun visiting the church in recent months,   and   her   
love   for   good   Christian literature has caused her to 
help in overseeing the Fiel Reading Room, the Christian 
bookstore in downtown Nampula operated by mem-
bers of CCC.  Christian book stores in Mozambique can 
be counted on the fingers of one hand, so this ministry is 
much needed by a great many Christians, some of whom 

Report from 
Comunhão dos Crentes em Cristo, Nampula, Mozambique

gelism carrying on in the church, much much more can 
be done. Please pray that we may harness the full poten-
tial that lies in the church.

Our student ministry, called Elbicites, has over the 
years become an important aspect of our life as a church. 
The challenges and potential it offers, have in the past 
moved us to employ some, to work more or less full time 
in co-ordinating the ministry. We are now working to-
ward engaging someone to do the work full time. Please 
pray for the Lord’s guidance upon us and pray too that 
this ministry would blossom.

Our orphan care concerns. Last year, we began to ex-
plore how best we can expand and formalise our church’s 
involvement in the care of orphans. To this end, we es-
tablished a team of men and women who are spear-
heading the work under the leadership of Mr Charles 
Stephenson. Please pray for the perfection of this plan, 
as there is a great need for orphan care in our country,

Our inter-church connections and efforts in Zambia. 
We have a lively association with other Reformed Bap-
tist Churches in Lusaka. Together as churches, we have 
established a building trust fund by which we’ve been 
able to assist churches to erect their buildings. We now 
host the reformed family conference together, and we 
are sharing the responsibility to run the SGTS. SGTS is a 
ministry that is steadily but surely being established.50 
students, drawn from 6 countries in Southern Africa have 
enrolled to study with the institution. Brother Bruce But-

ton, who serves as principal, is presently the only full 
time staff. There are plans afoot to employ more lectur-
ers. Please pray for this ministry, which shows a lot of po-
tential for growth and effectiveness in the training men 
for the ministry.

Another ministry we are undertaking together is the Af-
rica Christian University. This is a vision to offer biblical 
and Christian based tertiary education. Here is a ministry 
with potential to influence our country, and hopefully 
our continent in a big way. Together with brethren in the 
USA, we are hoping to facilitate the establishment of this 
university, which we believe will go a long way in bring-
ing a good effect to bear on our nation. Please pray for 
this work.

Finally, please pray that as a church we may live up to 
our full potential. A lot is being done in and through the 
church, and for this we are grateful, but much much more 
can be done if we summon the fullness of the potential 
that lies within us and put it into action. Pleas pray that 
we may not be slow in unleashing that potential. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this prayer letter, 
and for caring to pray for us. Please let us know how we 
may also pray for you. We are more than glad, particu-
larly on Thursday evenings to spend some time praying 
for you. So let us know how we can meaningfully pray for 
you, even as you pray for us.
– Ronald Kalifungwa (Pastor)
Tel: +26 021 125 0014 (office)
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Jeremias after signing the church covenant

Church leaders Costódio Gustavo, Charles Woodrow, and 
Arnaldo Aquiles Júnior

Report from 
Comunhão dos Crentes em Cristo, Nampula, Mozambique

Comunhão dos Crentes em Cristo and Sola 5
Comunhão dos Crentes em Cristo (CCC or Fellowship of 
Believers in Christ) is different from other churches in 
the Sola 5 Association in that it is a Portuguese-speaking 

church in Mozambique.  We would be delighted if other 
churches here would follow our example in joining Sola 
5 so that a whole group of Mozambican congregations 
could be allied to each other through the five Solas of 
the Reformation, perhaps in time forming a Portuguese-
speaking sister association called Sola Cinco.

Toward that end, since our last report in January 2009, our 
church has sponsored the translation of the Sola 5 con-
fession of faith and its core values statement and given 
these resources to scores of congregations throughout 
Mozambique.  Distribution has been done through the 
downtown Christian bookstore operated by our church 
members and through the annual Fiel (Faithful) confer-
ence for church leaders. The conference is hosted each 
July by our congregation in conjunction with Editora Fiel 
(Faithful Publishers) from Brazil and Karl Peterson, a mis-
sionary pastor working out of Barberton, South Africa.

CCC and the 2009/10 Fiel Conferences for Church 
Leaders
The Fiel conferences were begun eleven years ago by 

CCC Sunday morning congregation
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Hester Austin studying Portuguese
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day morning attendance has “mushroomed” to 40-45 
adults and 25 children,  and at  times  we have  had 50 or 
more Mozambicans present.  Seven people have initiat-
ed the membership process which entails some months 
of discipleship, and two of these were welcomed into 
membership in the past two months.  One of the new 
members,	Jeremias	António,	has	a	remarkable	testimony	
of transformation which has im-pressed the church and 
captured the attention of friends and family. Though he 
is a quiet, unostentatious fellow, there are presently five 
people attending the church because of what they have 
seen happening in Jeremias’ life.    

Amongst the recent influx of visitors, we are particularly 
grateful for a number of teen age girls.  Apart from the 
missionary’s family, the church previously had only two 
young women and no adult women in the membership.  
However, in recent months five young ladies have begun 
attending.  The four girls in our congregation promptly 
resurrected the evangelistic girls’club that had died out 
about a year ago, and now that appears to be thriving 
with enthusiastic participation by the visi-tors.  Another 
welcome change is the presence of three married cou-
ples.  Before, we had no couples where both husband 
and wife attended worship.

In that regard, our two church leaders continue to be 
hampered in marriage.  Arnaldo Aquiles was saved from 
Islam 20 years ago, and his three oldest children have 
since grown to be pillars in the church work, but his wife 

Muacite remains a committed Muslim.  Pray for her sal-
vation!	 	 And	Costódio	Gustavo	 is	 now	nearing	his	 40’s	
and is still single.  He is a desirable and successful man 
who wants to marry and could have done so scores of 
times by now, but has been hindered by the paucity of 
Christian women amongst his acquaintances. Pray that 
God would grant him a wife whose Christian testimony 
would illustrate the reward that comes from waiting on 
God and obeying His word! 

The Word of God and CCC
Though the church is small and effective evangelism 
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members of our congregation to acquaint Portuguese 
speaking pastors and church leaders with the rich legacy 
left them by our Reformation Fathers and to introduce 
them to the fine Evangelical and Reformed literature 
that has been translated into Portuguese and published 
by various Reformed publishing houses in Brazil.  Church 
leaders come from all parts of Mozambique to attend 
these four day meetings.  The 2009 conference was the 
largest one to date with 330 church workers present.  In 
2010 attendance dropped for the first time ever, with 
participation down to 230.

This may have re-
sulted from put-
ting a deadline on 
registrations and 
increasing the pub-
lished registration 
fee.  The theme of 
this year’s confer-
ence was the five 
solas of the Refor-

mation, a subject of special interest to the brethren of 
Sola 5!  We had prepared sufficiently to host 450 church 
leaders and wives, so were dismayed when these ex-
pectations were not realized, not merely because the 
decline in participation represented a step backward for 
the conference ministry, but especially because of the 
blessing the meetings could have been to those who 
missed out!  

Only one of our four main speakers, Wayne Mack, would 
be familiar to the brethren of Sola 5, but besides the 
main speakers, at each of these two conferences Doug 
Van Meter, pastor of Brackenhurst Baptist Church and 
chairman of the Sola 5 steering committee, was present 
to lead elective sessions and address the church lead-
ers about Sola 5.  This past year Pastor Van Meter stayed 
on to lead a four day seminar for pastors from I Timo-
thy.  As will be noted repeatedly in this report, CCC has 
benefited much from the strong participation of Sola 5 
churches and members in the ministries entrusted to us 
in this country.  

Recent church developments
For CCC, 2010 marks the ninth year of our existence. We 
still have only 20 members and until recently had a typi-
cal Sunday morning attendance of about 25 adults and 
15 children.  Church growth has been slow throughout 
our history, in part because of the many ties to local cus-
tom and culture that must be severed when a Mozam-
bican joins a Bible-based congregation.  Gains in mem-
bership have usually been offset by losses due to job 
transfers or members moving away to study.  However, 
regardless of excuses or extenuating circumstances, lack 
of fruitfulness in evangelism must always be a cause for 
concern and self examination. For some members of the 
church it has for several years been a cause of weekly 
prayer and fasting as well.  Nevertheless, since our last 
report 18 months ago we had gone 16 months without 
gaining any new members.  

In that context, one can appreciate how encouraged 
church members have been to see the Lord changing 
our circumstances over the past seven months, drawing 
many people to the church and some to Himself.  Sun-
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Fiel conference 2009 Pastor Doug Van Meter (left) addresses an elective session at the 
conference as missionary Charles Woodrow translates.

Fiel conference 2010

Teenage girls

Our bookshop in downtown Nampula, population 400,000
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Literature Sunday afternoon fellowship to welcome a new member

Two church members review scripture memory

Mike and Hilda Stolk


