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Report on Sola 5 Conference 2008

Sola 5 is an association or fellowship of 
God-centred churches in Southern Africa, 
joining hands to bring glory to God on our 
subcontinent. 

And so it was this year!  Our fellowship as a 
group of SOLA 5 is brought to a climax, when 
as representatives of our churches we meet 
once a year and in various parts of our sub-
continent for a few days.  Our main activities 
centre around preaching, the giving of testi-
monies & reports, singing and prayer.  There 
is also a ‘business component’ in which 
matters of common concern (theological 
education, finances and office bearers) are 
discussed.  

The Goodwood Baptist Church offered hos-
pitality this year.  I can only speak for my 
Namibian countrymen.  Theirs was a glow-
ing testimony of praise for the wonderful 
hospitality extended to them by their hosts.  
The notorious Cape weather behaved itself, 
despite the gloomy forecasts of a wet and 
miserable weekend! 

The focus of this year’s meetings was the 5 

SOLA’s formulated during the Reformation of 
the 16th Century.  This was a timely expo-
sition of the ground on which we claim to 
stand: Sola Scriptura, Solus Christus, Sola 
Gratia, Sola Fide, and Soli Deo Gloria. 

Brian Stone (Emmanuel Baptist Church, Jo-
hannesburg SA) set the tone and backdrop 
as he presented a memorable historical 
overview of the 5 SOLA’s. 

Errol Wagner (George Baptist Church, east-
ern Cape SA) powerfully expounded the 
SOLA SCRIPTURA principle and left us in 
no doubt concerning the importance of this 
reformational principle, pointing out that ne-
glect of this causes theological downgrades 
(backsliding) in the church. 

Conrad Mbewe (Kabwata Baptist Church, 
Lusaka Zambia) expertly handled SOLUS 
CHRISTUS in his characteristic expository 
style, portraying the uniqueness of Christ 
from 1 Corinthians 1-3. 

Roland Eskinazi (Goodwood Baptist Church) 
passionately presented SOLA GRATIA from 

the perspective of God’s grace extended to 
Timothy (1 Tim 1:12-17). 

Otto Makalima (Wallacedene Baptist Fel-
lowship, Cape Town) made his debut at this 
conference as he spoke on SOLA FIDE from 
Romans 3 21, 22. 

Roland Kalifungwa (Lusaka Baptist Church) 
sounded the final trumpet, SOLI DEO GLO-
RIA, from Isaiah 42. The text of Isaiah 42:8 
resounded in our ears: “I am the Lord; that 
is my Name; my glory I give to no other.”

New Churches: 
At our Annual Business Meeting 4 new 
churches were accepted into our fellow-
ship: 
(i) “Comunaho dos Crentes em Cristo” from 
Nampula province in Mocambique – the 
first church from Mozambique to apply for 
membership in SOLA 5. 
(ii) Fairview Reformed Baptist Church in Mu-
fulira (Zambia) 
(iii) Mount Makulu Baptist Church in Chil-
anga, Zambia 

held at Goodwood Baptist Church, Thursday 4th – Sunday 7th September

History of Annual Meetings: 
2004
Initial meeting in Heidelberg, South 
Africa with the view to constitute SOLA 5 
2005
Antipas Reformed Baptist Church, 
Pretoria, South Africa. Sola 5 constituted. 
2006
Eastside Baptist Church, Windhoek, 
Namibia 
2007
Lusaka Baptist Church, Lusaka, Zambia 
2008
Goodwood Baptist Church, Cape Town, 
South Africa 

article continued on back page & 
photo collage on page 8-9

The Steering Committee: Brian Stone (Emmanuel Baptist Church, Florida Park, Johannesburg South
Africa), Peter Sammons (Gemiston Baptist Church, Germiston SA), Roland Eskinazi (Goodwood Bap-
tist Church, Goodwood, Cape Town SA), Conrad Mbewe (Kabwata Baptist Church, Lusaka Zambia), 
Ronald Kalifungwa (Lusaka Baptist Church, Lusaka Zambia), Jeff Gage (Free Grace Baptist Church, 
Boksburg SA), Doug van Meter (Brackenhurst Baptist Church, Alberton SA), Christo Beetge (Brack-
enhurst Baptist Church, Alberton SA), Joachim Rieck (Eastside Baptist Church, Windhoek Namibia).

evangelistic and didactic ministry to col-
leges and universities throughout the city 
and beyond – places where we believe God 
will raise a new generation of leaders for the 
church and state of tomorrow.  In our bid to 
carry this vision forward, we have recently 
appointed Mr Emmanuel Mutale and man-
dated him to commit a great portion of his 
time to this work.  Please pray for him as he 
under God labours to develop this ministry.

Opening the book
Another ministry we would like you to pray 
about is our television broadcast called 
“Opening the book.”  The title suggests that 
we are endeavouring to preach the word.  

This is contrary to the average “Christian” 
programme on our TV, whose ministry has 
little resemblance to the dictates of God’s 
word.  We have a wonderful opportunity to 
preach the gospel and to teach the saints 
scattered right across our nation.  From time 
to time, our programme is also beamed on DS 
TV.  We also have a bible correspondence 
course running alongside the programme.  
Please pray that the programme would con-
tinue to be a powerful tool in the hand of God 
to bring blessing to lives of many.

Pulpit ministry
Finally please pray for our pulpit ministry.  At 
present, I am preaching through the book of 

Romans in our morning services, and also a 
topical series based on Proverbs in the eve-
ning services.  Some of the topics we have 
covered include: foundations for personal 
life; foundations for marriage and founda-
tions for family life.  I hope to start preaching 
on foundations for a healthy nation soon.  Our 
desire is to see every aspect of our people’s 
lives reform to the pattern of scripture, and 
to the image of Christ so they may live to the 
glory of God and spread the glory of God.  
Please pray for us to this end.

For the elders of Lusaka Baptist Church
P.O.Box 30636, Lusaka. Zambia
Tel: +260211 250014
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(iv) Mbombela Reformed Baptist Church 
(Nelspruit, South Africa) 

We thank God for the addition of these sister 
churches.  I would encourage each of our 
member churches to pray regularly for each 
other.  In our church, the Eastside Baptist 
Church in Windhoek, Namibia, we pray regu-
larly for the churches that constitute SOLA 5.  
A practical suggestion is for each member 
church to include one of the SOLA 5 churches 
in their weekly bulletin, thus not only raising 
an awareness for these churches, but also 
helping our local church members to pray for 
the other churches. 

Sovereign Grace Theological Seminary: 
The Seminary which was established by 
common consent in 2006 (Windhoek) is 
clearly a blessing from God.  Our vision is 
to provide quality theological education for 

Africa.  Some of the course material which 
has been developed (both at secondary and 
tertiary level) is of excellent standard and will 
prove to be a great asset for the development 
of our churches and members in the future.  
The “blended mode approach of education” 
(i.e. distance learning & contact sessions) 
particularly favours the goals of SOLA 5. 

At Eastside we are strongly considering be-
coming a satellite campus of SGTS in order 
that we may provide sound theological train-
ing for our people (i.e. for laity & pastoral 
training) in Namibia. 

Some of the greater realities in terms of sus-
taining such an institution have become ap-
parent this year.  A seminary of this nature 
has men that need to be cared for, spiritu-
ally, emotionally and financially.  One of the 
solutions is to bring SGTS directly under the 

authority of one of our local churches.  Such 
a church would facilitate the seminary on be-
half of all our churches.  That means that we 
cannot expect that local church to carry all 
the costs.  All of us have to help. 

Will you please pray for the development of 
SGTS?  And will you ask your church to con-
tribute financially to this important ministry?  
Will you pray that, in addition to Bruce But-
ton, who carries the load for tertiary educa-
tion almost single-handedly, we would find 
some more lecturers? 

At this annual meeting of our SOLA 5 church-
es, I believe that we have expressed a re-
newed commitment towards this seminary.  
We believe that SGTS has a unique role to 
play in the strengthening of the church on the 
African continent. 
SOLI DEO GLORIA!

by Joachim Rieeck Report on Sola 5 Conference 2008
continued from 
cover page
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by Ronald KalifungwaLusaka Baptist Church (LBC)

Dear Brethren,
This is probably the first prayer letter we 
are sending out since our late pastor Nigel 
Lacey left Lusaka at the end of September 
2004.  A lot has obviously happened since 
then, including the coming of our new Pas-
tor, Ronald Kalifungwa, but the limitations of 
time and space will not allow us to share it 
all with you.  There are however, a number 
of things we want to bring to your atten-
tion and for which we covet your ongoing 
prayers.

NEW ELDER
In March of 2008, the church was blessed 
with a new elder, in the person of Sylvester 
Hibajene.  This brought the total number of 
elders to six-still a small number for the size 
of our congregation.  The other elders are 
Steven Tembo, Paul Mumba, Dennis Chi-
wele, Chikondi Phiri and Ronald Kalifungwa.  
Please join us in praying that our eldership 
will not only be efficient but effective as we 
endeavour to meet the many and varying 
needs of our church.

NEW BUILDING
Over the years, our church 
has drawn many a con-
gregant.  The last two 
years or so have seen our 
numbers swell to a point 
where we have serious 
seating space problems.  
Consequently, the church 
has decided to embark on 
a building project starting 
next month.  The project is 
mammoth, and obviously 
expensive.  We expect to 
spend about K2,000,000,000 
($500,000).  Our aim and 
desire is to complete the 
project within about 18 
months (by 2010), so that 
we can, God willing, be 
able to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the found-
ing of Lusaka Baptist 
Church in the new build-
ing.  Please remember 
to pray for our building 
committee, as well as our 
deacons as they lead the 
church in this important 
work.
Financial contributions 
toward this project will be 

most welcome.  If you are interested in see-
ing the concept drawing of our new build-
ing, you are welcome to visit our website.  
The address is www.lusakabaptist.org 

TENT OF MEETING
During the course of construction, we 
are intending to pitch up a tent at another 
site.  Most of our ministries will be affected 
in some way or other, and there is even a 
chance that we may lose some visitors.  
Please pray for us, that we may experience 
minimum disruption and that our “sojourn” 
will have a sanctifying effect upon the 
church.

YOUNG PEOPLE’S CONFERENCES
In the recent past we have organised two 
conferences for young people.  In March, 
we had a conference for our senior young 
people (upper high school/college and uni-
versity), and only last week, another one 
for our intermediate young people’s group 
(teens).  Pray for us as we labour to raise 

young people who are given to the Lord in 
a day when there is much that is dazzling to 
them in the world.

MORE CONFERENCES
The next few months will be also be a hive of 
activity in terms of conferences: 

a) The mission’s conference
From May 1-3, we will be organising a mis-
sion’s conference.  All of our six mission-
aries, who are scattered right across the 
country, along with Bonang Lekoba from 
Botswana, will be present and will pres-
ent reports on their work.  Pastor Irving 
Steggels of Birchleigh Baptist Church will 
preach on the subject of church planting, 
and I will present a biographical paper on 
William Carrey.  We are all looking forward 
to a great time of fellowship and are praying 
that the Lord will renew our vision and pas-
sion for missions.

b) The marriage conference
From 4-8 July, we plan to organise a mar-
riage conference.  This will provide an op-
portunity for our married couples to get 
away and be enriched from the ministry of 
God’s word.  Roger and Carol Cyran from the 
USA will be teaching on the subject of “love 
in marriage.”  Please join us in praying that 
this would be a real means of strengthening 
our marriages.

THERE ARE FOUR OTHER MATTERS FOR 
WHICH WE COVET YOUR PRAYERS:

The Internship programme
We have four interns working under the 
supervision of our pastor.  These men in-
clude Kalolo Mulenga, Mumba Chikamba, 
Sydney Mwape, and Simon Mwango.  The 
programme is intended to help train leaders 
and will go on for one year.  It is our hope 
that the programme will not only serve to 
confirm the candidate’s sense of calling to 
the ministry, but also help to open opportu-
nities for service in Lusaka Baptist Church 
and elsewhere in the Kingdom of God.

Elbicites
Elbicites, is our ministry to students in higher 
institutions of learning.  At the moment we 
have a ministry to four tertiary institutions.  It 
is our intention to develop a vibrant 

Prayer Letter

Sunday morning service 20 July 2008 with Choolwe Mwetwa as guest 
preacher.

continued on page 16

An artist’s impression of the new sanctuary with a seating capacity of 
1050

Trinity Baptist Church
…pray for us… 2 Thes 3:1

Dear Brethren,
I salute you in the name of our only saviour 
and Lord, Jesus Christ.  As we update you on 
the developments in our church and ask for 
your prayer support we would like to submit 
to you that the Lord has been good to us in 
every way.  As a church we stand as a testi-
mony of the goodness of God.

2007 Highlights
2007 had many blessings that we can talk 
about.  But for now it would suffice to make 
mention that in this year we had a baptis-
mal service which brought great joy to us in 
that this exercise reminded us of the great 
redemption of our Lord and saviour Jesus 
Christ.  It must be understood that our church 
has taken many years to show numerical 
growth with those that are being saved so 
when we witness such grace, we have every 
reason to rejoice in our God.

Other than the baptismal service we are also 
reminded of the Holiday Bible Week that we 
had.  This activity was undertaken in the first 
week of the December school holiday.  Our 
aim of hosting this activity was so that we 
could reach the many youths in our commu-
nity with the gospel.  In order for us to bring in 
the targeted young people, invitations were 
distributed to homes in our neighbourhood.  

An amazing 120 young people, mostly teenag-
ers, turned up for the three day event and the 
gospel was shared with them, for the most 
part according to school grades (primary and 
secondary).  Our youth leaders together with 
our evangelism team would like to make this 
into an annual event.  Please do pray with us 
for direction and wisdom.

Annual harvest month
The month of June is a very special month 
for us as a church.  We have set this month 
aside for intensive evangelism.  In this month 
we put extra effort to reach out to our com-
munity through the use of the established 
church ministries.

The church ministries that we will use are the 
Couples Fellowship who will have an evange-
listic tea, the Youth Fellowship who will have 
a one day youth rally, and the Ladies Fellow-
ship is also planning for an evangelistic tea.  
The Helping Hand Ministry is planning an out-
reach to orphans and vulnerable children of 
Maramba Community Home Based Care.  As 
they go to these orphans they hope to provide 
for physical and spiritual help.  We will also 
engage in street evangelism, door to door 
evangelism and special evangelistic Sunday 

morning services.  Plead with us before the 
Lord of the harvest that He might employ us 
in His vineyard and grant us the harvest that 
we so dearly long for.  The words of the Lord 
in Matthew 9:38 certainly come to mind.

Membership
As we came to the end of 2007 our church 
membership was at 42 having had some of 
our members move out of town on transfer.  
We are, however, grateful that already in 
2008 we have had 7 people who have been 
welcomed into membership.  As the year 
progresses please join us as we plead with 
the Lord that He may save many souls that 
He would add to our number.  We long for a 
steady numerical and spiritual growth.  

Pulpit ministry
We began the year by looking at some of the 
attributes of God in the evening service.  This 
was done in order to remind ourselves of 
whom our God is.  In the morning service we 
spent some time considering topical issues, 
but we have now reverted back to the book 
of Mark while for the evening service we 
have also gone back to 2 Corinthians, which 
series we had started last year.

Most of the preaching is done by the Pastor 
of the church who is also the only elder cur-
rently.  But we have also used other broth-
ers in the church to preach God’s word to 
the congregation.  We remain ever so grate-
ful to the Lord for raising up capable men to 
preach His word.  You will do well to continue 
praying for our pulpit ministry that the word 
of God may be preached uncompromisingly 
yet with such great love that the sinner may 

be saved and the saint built up in the faith. 
 
Meetings
Our Sunday morning begins with Bible studies 
for various age groups.  We have one group 
that is for those in primary school, the other 
group is for the youths in secondary school 
and above.  We would like to split these two 
Bible studies further so that we narrow the 
age difference.  For instance, we would like 
to have the primary school split in three i.e. 
the pre-grade, the lower primary and the up-
per primary groups.  Other than these two 
Bible classes we also have an Adult Bible 
Class.  The Adult Bible class is currently go-
ing through the Biblical doctrines as outlined 
in the 1689 London Baptist Confession of 
Faith.

The following is the schedule for our meeting 
days:  

Sunday Morning
Bible Studies – 08:45 to 09:45hrs
Morning Gospel service – 10:00 to 11:30hrs
Evening service – 16:00 to 17:30hrs
Tuesday
Prayer meetings – 17:30hrs to 18:30hrs in two 
different cell groups
Thursday
17:30hrs to18:30hrs we have mid-week Bible 
studies at the manse.
Saturdays
• Various ministries meet as scheduled
• Youth Fellowship meets at 14:30 hours to 
16:30 hours

Building project
Currently we congregate in a temporally 
shelter (see above) that we have put up at the 
church site.  This is certainly a great improve-
ment from meeting in a classroom which was 
not so conducive for our worship.

We remain grateful to the Lord that in 2004 
we moved to the church site, which Lusaka 
Baptist Church helped us purchase.  Our 
main sanctuary structure is to roofing level.  
We hope to have the roof on in the next few 
weeks, the Lord granting us His favour.  Once 
this is done, we will need resources to work 
on other details of the sanctuary, beginning 
with the offices, which include the Pastor’s 
office. 

Please do pray with us that the Lord may 
grant us the much needed resources for 
these and many other causes (electrification, 
ablution, doors and windows, store rooms, 
wall perimeter…)

TBC temporary sanctuary

TBC sanctuary side view



14 03

Each of the church adults is either in one or 
two of the ministries.  Each ministry leader-
ship has an average of four members includ-
ing the deacons.  Let me give a list of these 
ministries and briefly describe their main 
ministry:

• Catering ministry is responsible for catering 
at the church functions, conventions, wed-
dings, etc.
• Choir ministry serves by teaching new 
hymns to the congregation well as present-
ing choir music.
• Christian School ministry is planning to es-
tablish a church school.  The feasibility stud-
ies are underway.
• Counselling ministry whose responsibilities 
shall be to coordinate all the counselling ac-
tivities and training.
• Editorial ministry whose duty is to proof-
read, organize and edit all the local church 
written materials.
• Health ministry provides appropriate medi-
cal care, attention and education to a lim-
ited scale to the church members.  God has 

blessed us with about eight qualified nurses.
• "Jerusalem" ministry is responsible for plan-
ning, evangelizing the suburbs of the city.  We 
decided to call it the Jerusalem in the light of 
Acts 1:8, the first place of witness.
• Ladies ministry is responsible for making 
sure the women's activities and fellowships 
are administered accordingly.
• Literature and library ministry's assignment 
is to collect and buy books and materials for 
the library.  Since May 2006, it has acquired 
about 500 books at a cost of about E 35000.00.  
The ministry accepts books that are doctrin-
ally sound from any donor.
• Maintenance ministry is mainly for building, 
maintenance and infrastructural changes.
• Men's ministry runs weekly couples, class-
es and other activities.
• Missions ministry generate financial assis-
tance for the two missions we are supporting.  
One is the Thembisa church planting which 
is supported monthly since 2003.  The other 
is 800 km north of Beira in Mozambique; it is 
also supported monthly since 2003.  This mis-
sion started with two local churches with 10 

members.  This has grown to 9 local assem-
blies with a membership of more than 80.
• Relief ministry's duty is to provide material 
assistance to the needy local church mem-
bers first, as well as non church members.
• Sunday School ministry specializes in ad-
ministering the children's classes, providing 
its teachers with materials and workshops.
• Support staff ministry is responsible for the 
welfare of all the employees of the church, 
namely the pastor, typist, security guard and 
cleaners.  They negotiate their wages, con-
tracts and other issues.
• Worship ministry's work is to see to it that 
all that pertains to Sunday worship is up to 
date, namely, master of ceremony, congre-
gational singing leader, Holy Communion, 
ushers, etc. etc.
• Youth fellowship ministry's work is to help 
the youth in organizing their fellowship ac-
tivities, e.g. classes, camping, speakers.
Our dreams
• To establish a theological learning centre
• To establish a quality library
• To build a dining room and kitchen

Brothers, I appeal to your own testimonies 
of how the Lord Jesus influenced you, saved 
you, and has grown you. How many of your 
stories involve life change that happened by 
meeting or getting to know Jesus better on a 
college or university campus? Chances are, 
a lot of them!

If you do not have a testimony of spiritual 
growth on a college or university campus, 
let me reason with you. When a young per-
son “comes of age” and enters the world of 
higher education, it is a time of exploration. 
Think about it; these young people, whether 
they work in part-time jobs or not, are pro-
fessional learners. Their job is to search, 
to discover, to learn, and to begin indepen-
dently applying what they have learned. 
That is what they do. Our opportunity is to 
direct their discovery to The Lord Jesus and 
His gospel. 

Students, whether they realize it or not, are 
in the process of firming up a foundation. 
They are laying the rest of the foundation 
that started when they were very young. For 
many of them, campus life is the last “free 
period” before they become the busiest and 
most burdened demographic in our societ-
ies. As they leave campus to begin new jobs, 
new marriages, and new families, they will 
face major decisions that will affect them 
until life affords them another opportunity to 
reflect. This, my friends, is a crucial time for 
the gospel.  

Our campuses today are like the Areopa-
gus of Athens in Acts 17:17-32. They are the 
places where ideas are heard and consid-
ered. Do not be intimidated that most of the 
ideas present are “bad.” Look at Athens! 
And by the Spirit within him, Paul was not 
intimidated. Go to these places and tell peo-
ple that God is their creator, that He is sov-
ereign, and that He has ordained the event 
of your coming so that they can know Him 
and give Him glory. Reason with them. God 
is not a figment formed by imagination and 
He is not far off in distant space. No, in fact, 
“He is actually not far from each one of us” 
(Acts 17:27).

But what good is it, brothers, if no one tells 
them! “And how are they to believe in him of 
whom they have never heard? And how are 
they to hear without someone preaching?” 
(Rom. 10:14).  Some will mock but some will 
want to hear you again (cf. Acts 17:32).

The Beginning
Hopefully I've got your attention. Let's start 
at the beginning. In this Article, I want to 

help you to begin thinking and praying about 
your church actively bringing the gospel to a 
campus. By the way, I am not writing to pas-
tors alone. In fact, I do not think any pastors 
out there will be doing this work. It is up to 
the church to set apart the person or team 
to do this work. Pray for the worker. Without 
this committed person or team identified, 
most of what I'm going to say will not hap-
pen.

1. Prayer 
• Begin with prayer. “Pray for us that God 
may open to us a door for the Word, to de-
clare the mystery of Christ--” (cf. Col. 4:3)
• Get out and go walk on the potential cam-
puses around you. Send men to spy out the 
land (cf. Num. 13:2).  Don't be afraid. Almost 
all campuses are surprisingly open to the 
public. Go and pray there.
• Go to the campus public relations office 
and ask for copies of their annual reports. 
Pray over what you read.
• Research your local colleges and universi-
ties online. Look particularly for student-run 
websites. Pray over what you find.
 
2. Pick a campus and move in
As you continue to pray, pick a particular 
campus on which to begin your work. 

Do what you can to get to know the cam-
pus' rules and regulations. What are the 
structures and rules in place for outsiders 
and organizations (churches) on campus? Is 
Sponsorship needed?

On the campus where I am currently fo-
cused, I bought an outside user's pass to 
the library. The library and its entire side of 
campus are student hotspots. Besides that, 
I am also a student! I am studying with Sov-
ereign Grace Theological Seminary and do 
my coursework on the campus. 

Go on the campus and meet people. Meet 
and become friends with as many people 
as possible. I have to be honest—if you 
are on campus and aren't really a student, 
people will be suspicious of you. The more 
you 'stick out' the bigger a problem this will 
be. It may be wise to spend the first season 
of your campus ministry just being around. 
This means no loud preaching, no mass dis-
tribution, and no advertising meetings, more 
on that later. 

Since I definitely stick out on my campus, 
a trusted friend recommended I spend the 
first year just getting to know people and let-
ting people get to know me. There are defi-
nitely trust issues here and I have gotten a 

lot of dirty looks. However, I have found that 
carrying my Bible out and open helps peo-
ple relax around me. Students have even 
approached me just because of the Bible. 
That may not be true for you if someone de-
ceptive and manipulative has been on your 
campus with a Bible out before.

No matter what your future plans are, if you 
meet an interested student, immediately be-
gin to engage by sharing the gospel, answer-
ing their questions, giving them resources, 
meeting with them, and inviting them to your 
church. It's never too early to begin meeting 
with students one-on-one. As far as I know 
there are no rules against that. In fact you 
may reach the whole campus this way with-
out ever posting up a sign! 

3. Go public
Depending on your campus situation, you 
may go public right away or wait and al-
ready have a small group of people you're 
evangelizing and discipling. 

This is where you'll need to find out the rules 
and follow them. If you didn't already do your 
research in step #2, do it now. Chances are 
there are rules for advertising meetings and 
handing out tracts, CDs, DVDs, books, etc. 
You may need to form an officially recog-
nized campus organization to meet, or you 
may only need permission to use a room.

Here are some ideas for how to begin reach-
ing a campus on a large scale:
• Host meetings. Meeting that may do well 
on a campus include church services, Bible 
studies, prayer meetings, musical perfor-
mances, Christian films, and seminars on 
relevant contemporary issues. You can even 
just show sermon videos for an hour in a 
lecture hall once a week.
• Distribution. Tracts, papers, books, mass 
produced CDs with sermons or other gos-
pel-related content, DVDs, etc. You can give 
out evangelistic and discipleship related 
materials. Since you want to connect stu-
dents to your church, be sure to include the 
contact information. Also, as much as you 
can, it is better to give something to a stu-
dent who you can discuss it with than to just 
hand things out at random.
• Preaching. If you're a called and qualified 
preacher of the Word, do not be afraid to 
engage a gathering or a crowd and preach 
to them. Know your audience, know your Bi-
ble, pray, prepare a message, and deliver it. 
Ask others to pray for you and even to come 
along to help answer questions and navi-
gate the crowd that will most probably 

by Todd Hammerstrom
Pastoral Intern and 
Campus Missionary

The Campus: 
An Amazing Door of Opportunity for the Gospel
Eastside Baptist Church  – Windhoek, Namibia
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Recently I asked 
our church to pro-
vide finances and 
prayer for Pastor 
Laban’s ministry to 
our church in Luder-
itz (a port and fishing 
town in the south) 
and a small fellow-
ship of believers in 
Rosh Pinah (a min-

ing town in the south), 850 kilometres from 
Windhoek.  It has been a considerable time 
since he had been able to visit there.  Steep 
fuel prices and the great distance have 
contributed to the fact that this area could 
not be as frequently visited. 

However, so much more than we thought 
or had hoped for happened as a result of 
this trip!  So, I want you to praise God with 
us for what happened!  I want you to see 
that the money that you have invested in 
this trip really has been a good investment 
in God’s kingdom! 

The history of the Baptist Church in Luder-
itz goes back to 1991 when pastors Charles 
Whitson and Laban Mwashekele visited   

there and planted a church.  Pastor Whit-
son remained for a few years in Luderitz, 
and then retired to the USA.

The enemy of the church, Satan, who is 
quick to exploit human weakness and sin 
(particularly when there is no biblical pas-
toral leadership) lost no time in dividing the 
vision and the work. 

By 2008, there were 4 Baptist Churches 
within a 2 kilometre radius, bitterly divided 
against each other.  Space forbids us here 
to speak about the problems and how Sa-
tan exploited human weakness.  The big-
gest problem relates to spiritual immaturity 
which really points to a lack of understand-
ing and applying the Word of God.  I con-
sider that the most crucial need is that of 
a skilled shepherd (preacher / teacher) in 
Luderitz.  Pastor Mwashekele’s short pas-
toral visit to that town proves the point.  He 
was able to provide much needed perspec-
tive through the preaching of God’s Word – 
and he found the hearts of all receptive. 

Pastor Mwashekele was used of God at this 
time to unite all four churches to have one 
heart and one mind – united into one body.  

There was much gladness and thanksgiv-
ing among them all when that happened.  
One of the senior men, Johnny Kulenbala-
la, a retired Baptist Pastor (our church sup-
ports him with a pension supplement), was 
recognized by all as the man who would 
act as the ‘senior man and confidante‘ at 
this time. 

You may be pleased to know that Tony 
Mbundu (one of the younger pastors with 
whom many at Eastside Baptist Church are 
familiar) is a faithful man.  Pastor Laban 
says that he works hard – a true Timothy!  I 
have asked our church that we should con-
sider supporting him.   
Pastor Mwashekele also asks that I should 
go at the end of November to Luderitz 
to provide doctrinal teaching in various 
church related matters. I am submitting 
these plans first to our church and our el-
ders for prayer and approval (Prov. 16:3). 

It might be good for a team from Eastside 
Baptist church to go to Luderitz at the end 
of November.  Please continue to pray that 
the gospel would continue to take hold 
of the hearts and minds of our Namibian 
people. 

continued from page 13 Manzini Fellowship Church

by Joachim Rieck
on  Pastor  Laban  Mwashekele’s  trip  to  Luderitz  &  Rosh Pinah
(southern Namibia) – 28th September to 9th October 2008

A  short  report

Laban Mwashekele
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gather. For more on this subject I can highly 
recommend Arnold Dallimore's Two-Volume 
biography of George Whitefield. 
• Transportation. Instead of doing much on 
the actual campus, or in addition to it, you 
can advertise transportation to and from 
your church services from the campus. This 
is obviously more effective for campuses 
that have more students living on campus. 
Some campuses simply do not have stu-
dents living on them. 

4. Persevere
Whatever you do, don't go public and not 
persevere. Starting something that simply 
ends in a few months is not a good wit-
ness. Be a good soldier for Jesus (2 Tim. 
2:3ff).   Do not think of the campus you are 
going to as anything less than a spiritual 
war-zone.  There will be issues, and trials, 
and you will need to persevere. Pray hard 
and long before going public to see if it is 
really something you should do.  Ensure as 
many commitments as you need from your 
church, other leaders, and partners that will 
be needed to keep you going. 

If you simply cannot make a long-term com-
mitment, don't let that stop you.  Just go and 
be present and meet students, the same 
as you would anywhere else. It's always a 
great place to be used by God. 

Get the whole church involved
The last thing I would want to come from an 
article like this is the beginning of a new pa-
ra-church organization.  I don't think I need 
to write any long comments about para-
church organizations on campuses.  There 
is good, there is bad, and there is ugly. What 
I am praying and writing for is a new day 
when Sola5 churches actively get involved 
in campus ministries.

Members of your church can get involved in 
a multitude of ways. I will list a few:
• Prayer
• Production, purchasing, writing and re-
viewing of distributed materials
• Transportation
• Substituting when an important member of 
the team can't be there
• Opening up their homes to students
• Becoming personal friends with students 
whether or not the member is involved on 
campus
• Special services and seminars addressing 
student issues
• Projects, trips, and getting students in-
volved in ministry—but now we're talking 
about students becoming members of the 

church!
Don't overlook the obvious.  Are any of 
your church members already students on 
a campus? Are they mature believers?  If 
not, disciple them!  If they have any leader-
ship potential whatsoever, challenge them 
to start something.  Don't guilt them about 
it but throw the idea out there. Work through 
these ideas with them and at least use them 
as 'embedded reporters' already out in the 
field. 

If any members of your church are inter-
ested in foreign missions, a campus ministry 
may be a great place for them to be tested, 
especially if the campus has a population 
of international students. However, I do not 
recommend this approach unless the poten-
tial missionary can be part of a team on the 
campus or commit to perseverance of the 
work.

Missiology
Missiology is not just for missionaries.  Or, 
let me say it this way, missions is not just for 
people who go to other countries!  If this ar-
ticle has begun to whet your appetite, look 
for more information in the missiology sec-
tion of your church library.  If you don't have 
any, get some.  Good God-centered, Calvin-
istic, and Reformed books are being written 
on this topic.  This is the area of theology 
that addresses reaching another culture 
with the gospel.  When you go onto a cam-
pus, you are entering another culture! 

Knowing God in Christ, your personal fellow-
ship with Him through the Holy Spirit, and 
Bible study are your most important assets, 
but you also need to know the people you 
are going to.  Do a Bible study on 1 Corinthi-
ans 9:19-23.  These verses do not mean you 
need to change your wardrobe, hairstyle, or 
other externals.  But they do suggest you 
should know about who the people are who 
you're going to reach in order to preach the 
gospel more effectively. 

Thinking Strategically
Missionaries are usually sent to new plac-
es for no other reason than worship of the 
true God does not exist there. Seldom do 
we consider that we can actually include a 
strategy as part of where we go to increase 
worship.

In the multi-cultural context of our church 
and the city we live in, the university cam-
pus is a very strategic place.  The students 
who go there are likely to become leaders 
who will influence industry, advertising, the 

marketplace, laws, the public school system 
et al.  We are in a center of influence.  It has 
been argued in recent times that the Apos-
tle Paul focused his church planting work 
on centers of influence in order to begin a 
trickle down effect for the gospel.  The peo-
ple and products of the city find their way 
out into the far rural reaches of our coun-
try.  If we can reach more of them with the 
gospel here and actually impact and change 
the culture, it will literally change the coun-
try from the top down.  I am cautious not to 
over-emphasize the human wisdom of stra-
tegic thinking, considering “not many of you 
were wise...” (cf. 1 Cor. 1:26) and the sover-
eignty of God.
 
Last Appeal
Pray about bringing the gospel to a local 
campus as missionary work.  Maybe there 
isn't a very large campus near you.  Even 
time spent on a 'small' or 'insignificant' 
campus may yield fruit and produce work-
ers for the harvest of all nations. 

I've heard the complaint that people today 
are not learners or critical thinkers, that we 
no longer see a culture of reading and dis-
covery.  But, as I've already shown you, that 
thinking and learning culture is alive and 
well on the campuses we need to reach. 
They are doing it full-time!

Do not be intimidated by the presence of 
other Christian groups on campus.  The truth 
is, most of them are liberal or hyper-charis-
matic.  This is compromise and nonsense.  
They are not sharing the Biblical gospel with 
students.  Campuses need Christ-centered 
Gospel-driven churches who can show 
them the Way.  I can't think of any better 
group to send this message out to than our 
Sola 5 association.  You've got the gospel so 
take it out!

If you are one of the people I appealed to in 
the very first paragraph, think back to those 
campus days of good prayer and fellow-
ship around the Word.  Think of how good it 
was to be led and fed by people who loved 
Jesus and could show you what the Bible 
said about God and life.  If I think back, I 
give praise to God for His grace in making 
people willing to share time with students.  
Then imagine the depth of a fellowship with 
the backing of a Reformed Baptist or simi-
lar church in the local area.  I get chills just 
thinking about it.

Pray for us at Eastside. We are praying for 
you!

continued from page 03 The Campus: 
An Amazing Door of Opportunity for the Gospel

In the following lines I will give a very lim-
ited account on the above mentioned local 
church found in the busiest city called Man-
zini in Swaziland.  Swaziland is land locked 
and bounded by the Republic of South Af-
rica on the North, South and West.  On the 
east it is bounded by Mozambique.

Birth of the Church
It was a cold overcast Sunday morning on 
the 27th of March 1999, when about one 
hundred people physically gave birth to 
the independent autonomous local church 
legally registered as Manzini Fellowship 
Church.  Since we had failed to find an ap-
propriate worship place we were compelled 
to worship in four different homes as satel-
lite church cells.  Each of the cells had its 
own teachers for the two adult services and 
one teacher for the children every Sunday.
We used to come together once every two 
months and worship in one of the homes 
whose accommodation was spacious 
enough to take us all.  At that time the church 
had acquired the services of Dr Charles E. 
Mahlangu as our full time pastor.

Other elders in the 
pastorate were five 
men, namely, Messrs 
O. B. Macwele, O. M. 
Dlamini, H. G. Shon-
gwe, G. R. Bhembe 
(unfortunately a 
picture will be pub-
lished at a later oc-
casion only) and 

Andy E. F. Simelane.  
Alongside were the 

deacons namely Messrs P. J. Shongwe and 
S. S. Simelane.  Assisting the pastor was 
Mr Andy E. F. Simelane whose main service 
was to occasionally visit all the churches to 
maintain unity and cooperation, hence, he 
was designated "a roving elder."

We maintained our unity very successfully.  
In the meantime we were busy praying and 
looking for a small plot on which to build our 
church.

Change of accommodation
The hunger and thirst to worship together 
continued to pressurize us to meet together.  
In 2000 we acquired a lease of two class-
rooms from the University of Swaziland.  We 
were charged E/R 75.00 per Sunday for three 
and a half years.

In the meantime by God's grace we ob-
tained a farm inside the city measuring 
eleven thousand square metres costing E/R 
250,000.00.  We started to pay instalments 
towards this property.

In 2002 four major issues took place.  First, 
our pastor Dr. Charles E Mahlangu left the 
church for an offer of heading the Bible 
Seminary known as ESSA in the Pietemar-
itzburg, Natal (South Africa).  Second, Mr 
Andy E. F. Simelane became the pastor.  
Third, we ordered a steel structure worth 
E/R 40,000.00 from Pretoria for the construc-
tion of the church.  Fourth, we started sup-
porting mission work through the World 
Mission Centre.

Two young men were financially supported 
in church planting in Sangashe and Natem-
po eight hundred kilometres north of Beria 
in Mozambique.  There will be more infor-
mation on this project later.

Worshipping in our Church
The steel structure was constructed at the 
beginning of 2003, and another contractor 
took over in making it habitable.  It cost us 
E/R 200.000.00.  It was another cold overcast 
Sunday morning when we first occupied 
our church building on the 8th of June 2003.  
There were no window panes and no glasses 
on the doors.  We were visibly shivering but 
emotionally warm and exhilarated.  Since 
we were in a hurry to occupy the building 
we had decided to limit the main sitting area 
to one hundred to 150 seats.  This extension 
was completed in March 2008 at a cost of 
E/R 240,000.00.

Contacts with saints of same conviction
Since this local church was established we 

had always felt the need to have contacts 
and fellowship with other reformed church-
es of our Biblical conviction.  By the grace of 
God we were introduced to Dr. Martin Holdt 
who is pastoring the Constantia Park Baptist 
Church (in Pretoria, South Africa).

He accepted our invitation and visited us 
for a weekend at the end of February, 2006.  
He was very interested in introducing us to 
the following fellowships: the annual Evan-
gelical & Reformed Conference held in Port 
Shepstone (Skogheim), the Shepherds' Con-
ference (both in May and January every 
year), the Grace School of Ministry, and the 
Sola 5 Association.  Since May, 2006, we 
have not missed these fellowships because 
they are all spiritually enriching.

Our Sola 5 Association Membership
In short this is how we have become part of 
Sola 5 Association:
• In July 2006, Mr Hein Strauss the Sola 5 Co-
ordinator visited us at our request to explain 
all about Sola 5.
• In September, 2006, three local church 
leaders, Messrs M. I. N Hlophe, P J Dlamini 
and Andy E.F. Simelane, attended the Sec-
ond Annual Conference in Windhoek, Na-
mibia.
• In that same conference we were afforded 
the privilege to become associate mem-
bers.
• In September, 2007, Messrs O.B. Macwele 
and Andy E.F. Simelane attended the Third 
Annual Conference in Lusaka where the lo-
cal church became a member after handing 
in our constitution.

What the Church is doing
Our Local Church mission is to fulfil the 
Great Commission in terms of Matthew 
28:16-20, hence our motto and slogan "Mak-
ing Christ's disciples of all nations."

In order to achieve this goal, first we have 
adopted and consolidated the teaching 
manpower.  Secondly, 18 months ago we 
formalized church activities into 22 minis-
tries.

All the five elders and seven deacons are 
involved in the teaching ministry.  In the two 
main Sunday services the word is taught by 
the elders whilst the three midweek classes 
are taught by both elders and deacons. 

We also have ministries, each headed by a 
deacon.

by O.B. (Bheki) MacweleManzini Fellowship Church

Church on huge stand (July 2006 picture)

Andreas Simelane

continued on page 14
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Dear fellow-believers
We are grateful that we can use this op-
portunity of communicating with you and 
giving you some idea of what is happen-
ing in our church.  The Lord has blessed us 
abundantly over the years and so far this 
year has been no exception!

We would like to bring a few of the high-
lights to your attention and request that 
you will continue to support us in prayer.  
We will report synoptically on the follow-
ing:
• Inauguration of Jacobus de Koning
• Outreaches in Malawi, Mozambique 
  and Germany
• Elder mentoring programme
• Youth work in the local church
• Discipleship programme
• Continuous outreaches  

A)  Inauguration of Jacobus de Koning
Jacobus has been in the church for about 
five years and during that time he shared 
the teaching ministry with Nico van der 
Walt and Bruce Button, all three of them 
on a full-time basis.  At the beginning of 
2007 both Jacobus and Bruce were re-
lieved of the full-time part of their minis-
try to assist Sovereign Grace Theological 
Seminary (SGTS) with the establishment of 
that institution and the development of the 
curriculum.  They were, however, both still 
elders in the church but now in a part-time 
capacity, alternating the teaching ministry 
between themselves and Nico who still 
had the primary preaching function.  

After Nico van der Walt moved to Ceres 
in January this year to continue his work 
there, Jacobus de Koning was inaugu-
rated as the teaching elder at Antipas Re-
formed Baptist Church (ARBT).  Jacobus is 
married to Hendriette and they have four 
lovely young children, two sons and two 
daughters.  

Jacobus firmly believes that the local 
church does not, and should not, exist for 
itself.  The main purpose of a local church 
is to glorify God and to spread the Gospel 
far and wide.  To this end the members of 
the local church must be equipped, specif-
ically through the Scriptures, (in contrast 
to the numerous “How to” courses and 
seminars so abundant in this day and age) 
to enable them to witness to the world at 
large, be it in the home, school, work place 
or anywhere else.

In this regard Jacobus has embarked on 

a series of sermons during the Sunday 
morning services on Acts in which the key 
phrase is Acts 1:1 “The former treatise 
have I made O Theophilus, all that Jesus 
began both to do and teach,..”   The pur-
pose of the church is to continue what 
Jesus began.  Jesus is still at work in the 
church for the purpose of expanding the 
kingdom of God through the church.

This series is also available in printed form 
in the original Afrikaans and is a very help-
ful tool for personal or group study. Through 
this series, which is still far from finished, 
the Lord has once again helped us to focus 
on the heavenly kingdom instead of on the 
earthly.  We are blessed with a dedicated 
and enthusiastic teacher who wants only 
one thing: That Jesus will be glorified in 
and through us.

B)  Outreaches in Mozambique, Malawi 
and Germany
Over the years the Lord has instilled in An-
tipas RBC and its members the desire to 
participate in the spreading of the Gospel 
in practical ways.  The well-known “Her-
ald”, initiated by Nico van der Walt, is one 
of the means in this process.  Approxi-
mately 1 500 copies of each new “Herald” 
are mailed to subscribers all over South 
Africa and other parts of the world on a 
quarterly basis. Sermons are also avail-
able on the web site and in various elec-
tronic formats.  

On another practical level “Antipas Af-
rica” was established to co-ordinate the 
church’s missionary and evangelistic ac-
tivities.  The vision of Antipas Africa is not 
only to support missionary and evange-
listic workers from other organisations in 
the field but also to instil the desire in our 
own members to become actively involved 
in this work.  A number of such activities 
have been going on for quite a few years 
now (see Section 6) but more recently 
three very distinct and exciting possibili-
ties have presented themselves.  We will 
briefly discuss these three and we trust 
that you will support us in these endeav-
ours through your prayers and active en-
couragement.

Mozambique
Dr Charles Woodrow, whom most of you 
probably know, works in Nampula in Mo-
zambique, where he and his team provide 
medical care but the main focus is on 
preaching the Gospel at every opportu-
nity.  For a number of years now there has 

been a need for a hospital and funds were 
raised, plans drawn and the foundations of 
the hospital have actually been laid.  How-
ever, the work did not progress beyond 
that, primarily because a suitable builder/
manager was not available.  Mike Stolk, an 
elder at Antipas RBC, and recently retired, 
says that every time Dr Woodrow visited us 
over the last few years and informed us on 
the work at Nampula, he was stirred by the 
Holy Spirit to somehow get involved in this 
project.  In a number of ways (which Mike 
can best witness to himself – perhaps at a 
later stage) this desire was strengthened 
this year and he and Hilda, his wife, were 
convinced that the Lord is calling them to 
go to Mozambique to assist in building the 
hospital. 
Mike is well qualified to undertake the task 
of building a hospital.  He was involved in 
the development and maintenance of mod-
ern hospitals in Pretoria and has experi-
ence in construction.  After much prayer 
and seeking the face of the Lord Mike 
decided to heed the call and make himself 
available to attend to this project.  Conse-
quently he and Hilda will leave for Nampu-
la at the end of June to join the Woodrows 
there and start with the construction of the 
hospital.  

As a church we are deeply grateful that 
this is possible, and, with Mike and Hilda, 
we marvel at the providence of the Lord 
who has equipped Mike through a lifetime 
of service to the Lord and his brothers 
and sisters to meet this need at this very 
specific moment in history.  It makes the 
teaching on continuing the work of Jesus a 
very real, actual experience – not only for 
Mike and Hilda, but also for all of us.  We 
pray that they and all who will be in con-
tact with them will be richly blessed.

Malawi
The church was approached late last year 
to get involved in the “Sola Scriptura” Bi-
ble school at Mzuzu in Malawi. The Bible 
school is well established and offers a 
three year course for training pastors and 
evangelists.  The course predominantly 
teaches the Bible on a three year rolling 
programme.  The current need is for some-
one to take responsibility for the whole 
operation, and specifically the lecturing 
and discipling of the students.  Neville Nel, 
a member of our church, completed his 
theological studies last year and would 
like to serve the Lord in a full time capacity. 
He and his wife Betsie have a missionary 

by Henri Marais (elder) Letter from Antipas Reformed
Baptist Church, Pretoria

or finery, no mod cons, the table, rustic, the 
cutlery limited but sharp, and the MEAL?  
Sumptuous, scrumptious and so nutritious!  
There is enough for all and most take home 
a ‘doggy bag’ to chew on later!  Each ‘guest’ 
would be eager to return next Sunday their 
appetite for truth growing steadily.

Albert also referred to the people as fam-
ily and praised God for the love and support 
he had received.  He and his family have 
been living in Boksburg for 32 years and 
have been at Free Grace for the last nine 
years.  In his own words, his eyes growing 
misty he told me, “God guided me here.  I 
came to know Him here and was baptized 
together with two of my daughters.  I can-
not stay away.  When I am unable to attend 
the worship service I feel like something is 
missing.”  He related how much he enjoyed 

participating in the Hospital Ministry, being 
a deacon and just being a member.

Finally I was down to the last one on my list.  
Rachelle, a committed Christian and stay 
at home mom who ministers to a circle of 
friends and her community in Heidelberg!  
Yes, HEIDELBERG!  I asked her why they 
chose to travel such a distance to come to 
Church.  Yes, you have guessed it.  Not for 
the warm building!  Not for the razz ma tazz!  
Not for the entertainment but for the uncom-
promising, clear preaching and teaching of 
God’s Truth.  Not curdled milk but meat.  The 
fellowship of God’s people was number two 
on her list.

As I read through the material I had gath-
ered, pondered what I should include in my 
article, I found myself quietly praising God 

for the privilege of belonging to Free Grace 
Baptist Church!  In preparing the article I 
realized that “Hitherto hath the Lord helped 
us!” and He has kept us faithful to the origi-
nal vision of those who started the Church, 
our priorities in line with God’s Word.  It is 
clear from the comments made by the mem-
bers and adherents that His Word is our ba-
sis, the exaltation and worship of the Lord 
Jesus  our desire, the love for the brethren 
the expression of our commitment and the 
evangelism of the world; “Disciples making 
disciples.”  I also realized that we must nev-
er take for granted the privilege we enjoy of 
the consistent, clear, expository preaching 
by our Pastor Jeff Gage.  

May God’s powerful Word bear fruit in our 
lives and to Him be the glory!

(South Africa)

OUTSIDE THE WALL

As the crowds drifted by
Scoffing, spitting, cursing, rude,
Just another criminal, crucified, 
Left to die, outside the wall
Stark against the sky the cross stood

They did not know 
They did not want to know
How could they know
He was different, 
Someone so significant.

The same in His flesh,
A man afflicted
A man of pain, sorrow 
In every way as we are, tested
But more, God’s wrath He tasted.

Not different in physique
Not different in need
Not different in human terms
But in His soul, very different
Unique

Suspended between Earth and Heaven
Rejected by man, by His Father Forsaken
Carrying His people’s sins,
A scourge, a sacrifice,
The Lamb was the name He was given

The whip of nine tails found its mark
They had seen the wounds, bruises
Marred beyond recognition
His Disciples, scattered, stunned, 
How could this be part of His Mission?

The Sun hid its’ face,
Such shame, such disgrace
The Earth quaked, agonized, grumbled
And Darkness standing centre stage
Thought he had won first place.

Did the angels close their ears?
Did they close their eyes?
As they watched God the Son
The Beloved suffer,
Heard His groans and anguish
Had to leave Him to die.

The temple curtain was rent from top to 
bottom
The graves gave up their dead
His flesh torn, his blood on God’s altar 
spilt
As He cried; “It is Finished!”
Through dry, cracked, parched lips

God heard the cry of His Servant
A perfect life, a perfect death
Thirty three years and three days in 
battle spent
The Archenemy of God, Satan 
Had to give up the keys, he had to relent.

The borrowed tomb is Empty and order is 
restored
Jesus is crowned King!
There has been an end to all insurrection
Death has given way to sure
Glorious, victorious Resurrection. 

By: Diane Watt

For your desk, or Fridge

Who am I that you should 
love me?
I praise you Lord on bended 
knee.
Sinful to the core, yet you 
showed your grace.
Thanks to your mercy I shall 
see your face.
Often through rough times 

we fare.
Often seek our God in 
prayer.
This through someone called 
our own;
This through faith in Christ 
alone.

By: Caleb Gage

BLESSED are the HUMBLE
MAY they never STUMBLE
BLESSED are the MEEK
GOD they always SEEK

By: Joseph Gage
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zeal and this would seem an appropriate 
opportunity.  

Although a firm decision on the degree 
of our potential involvement has not been 
taken yet, Neville and Betsie visited Mzuzu 
for the month of May 2008 on a fact find-
ing mission.  In that time Neville presented 
the lectures and they got to know the day 
to day workings of the school.  They came 
back highly motivated to take up the call-
ing.  We request your prayers for them as 
a family (they have two young daughters) 
and for the church as a whole as we have 
to come to a decision before the end of the 
year.  

Germany
Another of our members, Mia Marais, is 
currently in Germany, investigating the 
possibilities of full-time evangelistic work 
on a German university campus.  The great 
mercy of our Lord is visibly demonstrated 
to us in Mia, who after her conversion, 
would know of nothing else but to work 
for Him. Supported through the Antipas 
Africa programme, she will complete her 
three year course at the BI (Bible Insti-
tute of South Africa) at the end of this year 
and, God willing, get involved in a full-time 
ministry in Germany.  Mia was fortunate 
to have been an exchange student in Ger-
many while still at school.  That period in 
her life and another, later, visit to Germany 
convinced her of the desperate need of 
young people in Germany to hear the Good 
News.  Most of those that she met are un-
regenerate, many not ever having heard 
the truth about Jesus.  
Please pray with us that her visit to Germa-
ny will open the door to a future of spread-
ing the Gospel to these descendants of 
Luther. 

C)  Elder Mentoring Programme
The membership of Antipas RBC is for the 
main part made up of believers who origi-
nated from various other denominations 
and churches.  As a consequence not all 
have the same understanding of the New 
Testament church and the role and func-
tion of members in the church.  Although 
the emphasis at Antipas is on Biblical 
doctrine and teaching, a need was identi-
fied to address specific aspects of being a 
church through a process of mentoring in 
order to establish a common understand-
ing of the characteristics of a New Testa-
ment church.  One of the aspects, which 
is currently being addressed, is a mentor-
ing programme for both serving elders and 

other brothers who may in time become 
elders. One of the immediate results of 
this programme has been to create a new 
awareness of the fact that we are brothers 
in the Lord.  We are experiencing the Lord’s 
blessing on our monthly Saturday morning 
gathering and are convinced that this pro-
gramme will contribute significantly to a 
common desire to serve the Lord and the 
church with enthusiasm.

D)  Youth Work in the Local Church
Being a relatively young church (10 years 
old) has also meant that we have not al-
ways approached things in an ordered 
and structured fashion.  One of the areas 
in which we identified a very real need for 
a more structured approach was in the 
Sunday school.  We have a dedicated staff 
of brothers and sisters attending to all the 
children of school-going age, but we have 
found that a lack of a “curriculum” if you 
like, has lead to duplication of material in 
some instances while in others there was 
insufficient coverage of Biblical truths or 
doctrine.  In an effort to remedy this we ac-
quired the materials used by John Pipers’ 
church for use in our Sunday school.  This 
has been a great help to us as the mate-
rial is not only sound in contents but well 
structured to enable the children to prog-
ress from a very young age through the 
basic concepts of Christianity (such as the 
attributes of God) to a full grasp of sound 
doctrine and Christian living in the higher 
classes.  We trust that the Lord will bless 
this effort and that it will lead to the early 
conversion of our children.

E)  Discipleship Programme
Another part of our “equipment” is the 
Sunday evening discipleship programme.  
In essence, the Sunday evening service 
is used to address the practical ways in 
which the church is to continue the work 
of Jesus in the world.  To date we have un-
dertaken a study of the spiritual disciplines 
and commenced recently with the “each 
other” texts.  The form of the service is 
one of a Scripture reading, highlighting a 
particular aspect, and a brief introduction.  
This is followed by a period of group study 
in smaller groups with a view to studying 
the specific subject in greater depth.  This 
is followed by a general feedback and dis-
cussion period.  We are greatly encour-
aged by the results so far.  There is a lot 
of interaction between members and a 
new awareness of the fact that all of us 
are called to be evangelists and living wit-
nesses to the grace of our Lord.

F)  Continuous Outreaches
Over and above the activities already men-
tioned we request your prayers for the out-
reaches to:
• The Baviaanspoort prison, where a num-
ber of brothers bring the inmates the Gos-
pel and support those already converted 
or in search of salvation.  This outreach 
has also brought home the fact that all men 
are sinners – but that we who have put our 
trust in the saving grace of Jesus Christ 
are exceptionally blessed.
• Schools in the townships:  Our brother 
Daniel Letswalo, an elderly man, has, by 
the grace of God, reasonably free access 
to schools in the north-western townships 
of Pretoria. He is highly respected there 
and works from school to school each 
week, preaching the Gospel and distribut-
ing solid reading material.  Please pray for 
his safety and continued good health.  Also 
pray for the teachers and pupils who hear 
his message.
• Hospital outreach.  One of our brothers 
who is also an elder, has been serving 
the seriously ill in the Wilgers Hospital for 
quite a number of years now.  He reports 
that although many of the patients say that 
they know Jesus, few are really converted 
and saved.  Please pray that this outreach 
will be blessed and that seriously ill people 
will come to saving faith in Christ.
• The poor and destitute.  Pretoria, like all 
other towns and cities, has its fair share of 
poor and needy people.  A small group of 
believers in the church have established an 
ongoing service to a block of flats, which 
houses very poor people who depend on 
the government pension grant for survival.  
These people often have nothing to eat in 
their little flats.  The outreach is to provide 
fresh fruit and vegetables as well as some 
essentials such as cooking oil, flour and 
some canned foods to these people once 
a month.  While demonstrating the love of 
the Lord in a practical way the Gospel is 
also preached and Bibles and printed ma-
terial provided.  The need is increasing all 
the time as economic conditions deterio-
rate.  Please pray for the necessary provi-
sions to continue this programme and that 
the brothers and sisters involved will have 
the health and strength to continue.

We thank the Lord for His mercies to us 
and pray that you too will experience His 
goodness in every aspect of your church 
life.

May God bless and keep you.
Your brother in Christ – For Antipas RBC

Another report?  What to do to make it in-
teresting?  Not just a report-back on the 
ministries? 

It was then that I decided to approach the 
task from another angle!  What do the peo-
ple appreciate about Free Grace?  Where 
do they hail from? When did they accept 
the Lord?  Etc. Etc.  Some interviews, and 
what a blessing this proved to be.

I started with 
one of the old-
est members 
at Free Grace, 
someone who 
was there 
way back in 
1993.  Grand-
pa Bob as he 
is affection-
ately known is 

active in ministry to the very old and very 
young.  When I asked the question, “What 
keeps you fellowshipping at Free Grace?” 
he enthusiastically replied, “Sunday by 
Sunday God uses our pastor Jeff’s gift of 
teaching, the sound doctrine and encour-
agement are wonderful.”  He then related 
how this ministry is continued during the 
week to the elderly in the retirement village 
where he and his wife live.  Bob hands out 
copies of the sermons on CDs.  The fruit 
of this reaching out is demonstrated in that 
just this past Sunday a fellow retiree visit-
ed the Church and commented to Bob that, 
“I attended my own Church’s early service 
for the ‘Children’s talk’ and came to Free 
Grace for the ‘Grown Up meal.’”  This was 
such an encouragement.

Next on my list was 
a younger lady but 
one who attended 
the very first meet-
ing of Free Grace 
in December 1991.  
Debbie Eliasov and 
her family have 
been part of the 
church through 
thick and thin.  As 
a family they have 

been through some very difficult times 
and when I quizzed her about the effects 
of belonging to Free Grace her reply was 
most revealing, as she shared that for 
them there were two very important fac-
tors, namely the people and the teaching 
of God’s Word.  The practical support of 
God’s people and the under-girding of the 

faithful teaching of Scripture!  They could 
not live without them.

I opted to interview 
someone who was a lot 
younger in years next, 
but who nevertheless 
had a very close rela-
tionship with the Church, 
one Joseph Gage!  As 
the Pastor’s son I felt he 
might give me a differ-
ent perspective.  To my 

surprise when asked what he loved most 
about being part of Free Grace he replied, 
“The people, the family.”  I pressed a little 
more, “What specifically about the peo-
ple?”  “Well, I am going to St. Lo in France 
to represent South Africa in a Chess Tour-
nament and some of my church family 
have helped with meeting my expenses.”  
The practical support was noted!  We will 
be rooting and praying for you Joe!

By now I was beginning to get very ex-
cited!  I must tell you that I did not prompt 
or coax the candidates that I interviewed.  
I began to wonder… was there a pattern 
emerging?

I deliberated who 
should be my next 
victim and decided to 
interview an adherent, 
someone not on the 
official membership 
role.  I anticipated a 
shift in appreciation 
but low and behold 
what followed was 
consistent.  Lynn and 

her family have been attending the Church 
regularly for approximately two years.  
They had been attending a church in 
Germiston and were invited to Free Grace 
by friends.  They came, they listened, they 
stayed!  Conclusion?  Lynn did not even 
hesitate, “It’s the Family and the ‘Food,’ the 
teaching is wonderful, and the people are 
caring.  Like family.”

I then sought out another couple of the ad-
herents.  Mark and Vanessa Romans, who 
are reaching out to our young adults, open-
ing their home every Thursday evening of-
fering a place of fellowship.  I discovered 
they have been Christians for a long time 
and have attended three churches in the 
Boksburg area.  The question I asked about 
their reasons for settling on Free Grace as 
their spiritual home brought with it an im-

mediate response and 
I was not longer sur-
prised by it.  Fellowship 
and Teaching!

It was now the turn of 
one of our “foreign” 
members.  James 
Lundu, a deacon, a fa-
ther of four, a business 
man, evangelist to in-
formal settlements, and 

a Zambian!  I probed and questioned and 
listened carefully.  He has been a Christian 
for 15 years and has been actively serv-
ing the Lord ever since.  He shared with 
me the reasons he loved being part of 
the Church, “The encouraging fellowship 

of the people, and the 
Word that is preached 
week by week.”  He 
also shared his desire 
to see the growth of 
more evangelism and 
outreach activities.

Three more candidates 
on my list, Chris Scott 
and Albert Rosenstein, 
both deacons and finally 
a young mum of three, 
Rachelle Luus.  Chris, 
an engineer and busi-
ness man regarded the 
people at the Church 
as family, his spiritual 
home.  He added that it 
was worth traveling from 
Benoni each week.  He 
then related a story to 
illustrate his apprecia-
tion of the teaching he 
had and continues to 
receive.  He had recently 
attended a church in 
America.  The building 
and trappings were ex-
pensive, the singing was 
modern and upbeat but 

the preaching was poor, to say the least.  
He compared it to being invited to a Ban-
quet Hall, everything was of the best but 
when it came to the serving of the meal, 
guests were served a little ladle of watery 
soup and did not even have spoons with 
which to eat it.  The guests left the banquet 
hungry!  

Attending Free Grace was different, meet-
ing in a cold school hall, no fancy trim-
mings 

(South Africa)

Bob & Petro Troughton

Debbie Laisov

Joseph Gage
James Lundu

Rachelle Luus

Chris Scott

Albert
Rosenstein
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Lynn Savage-Reid
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Dear Brethren,
We are thankful to the Lord for the op-
portunity we have to share with you God’s 
dealings with us through the medium of 
this prayer letter.  The apostle Paul tells us 
“Continue steadfastly in prayer” (Col 4:2).  
How often we fall short of this command, 
and may God make all of our churches 
praying churches.

We have been without a fully supported 
pastor for over 2 years, yet we thank the 
Lord for his provision over this time and 
the sense of unity we have experienced 
this year.  We especially praise God for the 
church meeting at which the church voted 
in favour of calling Sybrand de Swardt as 
our fully supported pastor.  He has accept-
ed the call and will be commencing his min-
istry in December.  His induction is planned 
for 7 December at the morning service.  
His future father in law, Wayne Mack, will 
be preaching at this service.  Please pray 
for him as he moves to Pretoria and settles 
in to the church.  Please also pray for Beth 
Mack, his fiancée, as they plan to marry in 
January.  We trust that his ministry will be 
mightily used of God in LBC.
During this year we thank the Lord for 
André Bay who has been ministering to 
us over the last 6 months mostly from the 
books of Acts and Malachi.  He was a mis-
sionary pastor in Russia and is seeking 
to return to Europe to do church planting 
work.  Pray that he would know God’s guid-
ance in this. 

The work and ministry of the church has 
continued, with 7 new members being 
added this year, one through baptism.  It 
is always good for the church to see a 
person publicly testifying of Christ’s saving 
power in baptism.  Pray that our new mem-
bers will be faithful and useful in Christ’s 
church.  3 members resigned due to relo-
cation and sadly 2 were removed through 

discipline.  Please pray that those removed 
by discipline would respond well to the 
counselling they have received.

Allow me to mention a few of our minis-
tries.  The Family Bible School (FBS) con-
tinues steadfastly and plans are afoot to 
advertise this ministry more widely.  The 
women’s ministry has grown and proven 
a blessing to our ladies.  The YP group 
(called GAP), an outreach to teens, have 
been meeting regularly and have also 
formed their own basket ball team.  We 
continue to need GAP leaders, and FBS 
teachers, so pray that God would provide 
these.  The Tuesday chapel ministry has 
experienced a boost with the repair of the 
microbus.  This enables us to transport do-
mestic workers for the meeting on Tuesday 
evenings.  The Wednesday morning Bible 
study recommenced with André leading 
it and has gone from strength to strength. 
The book table encourages many of the 
congregants to read good literature.
One of our deacons, Richard Raven and 
his family, has relocated to London Theo-
logical Seminary, for training for pastoral 
ministry.  Pray that he would settle into his 
new environment and grow in his knowl-

edge of the Word. 

Please remember us in our continuing 
need to evangelise our community effec-
tively.  We have recently done a tract drop 
and received a few visitors as a result.  We 
continue to have visitors and ask you to 
pray that we would effectively minister to 
them, and that they would be moved by the 
Holy Spirit to commit themselves to Christ 
and his church.  With a multicultural con-
gregation (members and visitors from Con-
go, Malawi, India, black and white South 
Africans) we need wisdom to effectively 
minister to them.

Our members continually face the pres-
sures of the world and need fortitude and 
strength to “keep oneself unstained from 
the world,” and maintain spiritual priori-
ties in their family and church life.  Pray 
that we would not compromise in either of 
these areas as we seek to do God’s will. 

LBC is part of an association of reformed 
Baptist churches in Southern Africa (called 
Sola 5).  Sola 5 is seeking to establish a dis-
tance learning programme through Sover-
eign Grace Theological Seminary in South-
ern Africa to train men for the ministry who 
would not be able to attend a city seminary.  
Apart from distance learning periodic con-
tact sessions are also provided in towns 
near where the students live.  Please also 
pray for a combined church plant (with 
the Kabwata Baptist Church of Zambia) in 
Gaborone, Botswana.  This church, Cen-
tral Baptist Church, has been in existence 
for some time now but remains small and 
requires ongoing financial support.  Pray 
for the pastor, Bonang LeKoba, and their 
evangelistic efforts. 

Thank you for your prayers.
Yours in Christ
Lynnwood Baptist Church (Pretoria)
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by Richard Blackbeard 
(Pastor)

Prayer Letter

Lynnwood Baptist Church
“… And pray for us also” –  31 October 2008

Sybrand de Swardt and Beth Mack

Visit Conrad Mbewe’s blogsite – you 
will not be disappointed!

www.conradmbewe.com

In 1997 I was privileged to be a part of a 
group of ministers that had formed the Spur-
geon fraternal in South Africa.  The purpose 
of that fraternal (which is held over a couple 
of days) is to encourage pastors to come 
together for prayer and fellowship around 
the Word of God.  I can testify to the value 
of such minister’s gatherings.  Pastors who 
are discouraged return strengthened to their 
churches.  I was one of them. 

Another thing that I have learned from such 
gatherings is that pastors are visionaries.  
Put a bunch of pastors together for any given 
time, and you will find them talking, praying 
and dreaming about greater gospel oppor-
tunities.  I believe that SOLA 5 (An Associa-
tion of God centred Churches in Southern 
Africa) was born out of the vision, prayers 
and dreams of pastors that had attended the 
Spurgeon fraternal over a number of years.  I 
count it a privilege to be a part of this initia-
tive. 

It was with this in mind that I called a meet-
ing of pastor-elders in Namibia.  Admittedly, 
it took a long time to get going, but the time 
had finally come…

A group of 13 pastor-elders gathered from 
the central region of Namibia (Walvis Bay, 
Swakopmund, Okahandja & Windhoek) at 
the “Christ’s Hope Multi Purpose Centre” in 
Okahandja from Monday, 7th July until Tues-
day, 8th July 2008.  Those present were Callie 
Rossouw & Marinus de Bruijne (Walvis Bay); 
Francois Koch (Swakopmund); Buddy Bahun 
& Christian Goagoseb (Okahandja); Laban 
Mwashekele, David Mutsvera, & Benaiah 
Nyiakuri (Monte Christo Baptist Church); Ken-
neth Linno (Faith Reformed Baptist Church); 
Godwin Murangi (Grace Reformed Baptist 
Church); Pieter Slabber, Todd Hammerstrom 

& Joachim Rieck (Eastside Baptist Church).
We were sorry that we had missed Tony 
Mbundu from Benguella Baptist Fellowship in 
Luderitz, Hansie Beukes from Faith Reformed 
Baptist Church (Whk) and Spencer Tjijenda 
from Westside Baptist Church (Whk), as well 
as a number of elders from our churches 
who could not be there due to work commit-
ments.  Spencer Tjijenda was married the 
weekend before the Monday meeting!  So 
we don’t blame him for not being there.  We 
could have been 20 men!

Our three ‘new faces’ at this fraternal meet-
ing were Francois Koch who became  pastor 
of the Swakopmund  Baptist Church in April 
2008, having formerly been a missionary in 
northern Africa, Buddy Bahun and Christian 
Goagoseb from the Grace & Glory Commu-
nity Fellowship in Okahandja – a new work 
begun there  recently. 

Two of our student pastoral interns were 
also present – Marinus de Bruijne (Walvis 
Bay Baptist Church) and Todd Hammerstrom 
(Eastside Baptist Church).  The other current 
student intern (not present) is Efraim Muund-
jua (Grace Reformed Baptist Church). 

Our aim was to have fellowship, share each 
other’s burdens, to pray together and to hear 
the Word of God preached to us.  Pastors La-
ban Mwashekele, Callie Rossouw and Fran-
cois Koch spoke the Word of God to us.  We 
frequently turned to the hymn book to sing 
praises to our Lord.  It is glorious to hear a 
group of pastor / elders singing!  The Lord 
was truly with us.  The preaching was turned 
into prayer and into discussion. 

Three questions were asked, discussed and 
prayed about: 
1. A vision for working together for the Great 

Commission in Namibia and beyond.  
2. Things we would like to see happening be-
tween and in our churches. 
3. The current great need of our churches in 
Namibia: Finding and training called men for 
the ministry. 

Everybody present expressed a deep desire 
to work together for the gospel.  We also 
expressed our common desire to work to-
gether as likeminded churches in Namibia, 
sharing our resources for the common good.  
For instance, we have a man like Marinus 
de Bruijne who with his team of dedicated 
workers is currently planning our 3rd annual 
Reformed Baptist Youth Camp with Conrad 
Mbewe as our guest speaker.  

In terms of training future pastors our “stu-
dent internship model” seems to have found 
common approval in our churches.  We are 
convinced that ‘hands on’ pastoral training 
combined with “distance theological train-
ing” is the best option for us at this time.  Our 
students learn the work of the pastor under 
the supervision of the local church and their 
pastors / elders. 

Our students are currently trained through 
Sovereign Grace Theological Seminary 
(SGTS), the Bible Institute of South Af-
rica (BISA) and NETS (Namibia Evangelical 
Theological Seminary).  We believe that our 
churches must lead in the standards expect-
ed of theological training and not vice versa.  
The local church and not the seminary “is the 
pillar and the foundation of the truth” (1 Tim 
3:15). 

We are thankful to the Lord for such rich fel-
lowship and unity in the gospel.  Considering 
the fact that all our Reformed Baptist Church-
es are still very young, we thank God for this 
visible token of progress.  We thank God for 
the grace of having received a real desire 
for a God centred ministry for our days.  We 
are earnestly working and praying for Ref-
ormation and Revival of the whole church in 
Namibia.  May God be pleased to hear this 
prayer for the sake of His kingdom.  

We plan (DV) to have our next meeting in 
January 2009.

Pray therefore with us that God would con-
tinue to grant an increase of His kingdom in 
Namibia in these days. 

by Joachim RieckA Report on the recent Namibian Reformed
Baptist Pastor / Elders fraternal held in Okahandja

Namibian Pastor / Elder Fraternal

A Report A Report A Report A Report A 
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Sola 5 Conference 2008 Photo Collagecontinued from cover page

Althea Kuyper and Judy Stone (Emmanuel Baptist Church)

Two heads are better than one - 
Brian Stone and Christo Beetge

Doug van Meter chairing the 
Annual Business Meeting

Chimense Nchito (Kafue, Zambia) Irving Steggles and Monday Ngukah (the 
latter from Tanzania)

Joachim Rieck – 
Greetings from Namibia!

Gugulethu Baptist Church was well represented! Attendees pose with Otto 
Makalima (Wallacedene Baptist Fellowship)

Joseph Soko (Reformed Baptist Church Harare)

Two discussions: Irving Steggles and Peter Sammons with 
Kobus van der Walt and Jeff Gage in the background

Bruce Button and Conrad Mbewe Kobus van der Walt taking a stand on the need... Musa Hlope (Swaziland), Paul Karstens, Otto Makalima and 
O.B. (Bheki) Macwele (Swaziland) Nico van der Walt

From Romania: Cornel Ghita with his wife Maria and 
daughter Eunice

Dave Stemmet (Bellville Baptist Church) and 
Otto Makalima (Wallacedene Baptist Fellowship) 
in deep discussion

Margaret Whaits (Goodwood Baptist Church) making a 
point to Lekan and Kemi Alao from Nigeria

Eunice Davidson (Goodwood Baptist Church), Marian and 
Philip Engel (Living Stone Christian Chruch)

Joseph Chanda (Trinity Baptist Church, Livingstone) and Joseph Taguma 
(Mount Makulu Baptist Church, Chilanga) – both Churches are in Zambia

All attendess were indebted to Goodwood Baptist Church’s very professional 
organising team, here sharing a lighter moment: Roland Eskinazi (chariman), 
Charles Briedenham, Winton and Barbara Gibbs, Deirdre and Denzil Collins

Clifford Goliath, Steve and Mary Whitaker (Mbombela Reformed Baptist 
Church Nelspruit) and Martiens Bezuidenhout (Emmanual Baptist Church)

Philip Engel reading from scripture

Hezekiel Shongwe 
(Manzini Fellowship 
Church, Swaziland)

Putting heads together: Ronald Kalifungwa 
and Doug van Meter

Jeff Gage Gareth Franks (Missionary  
in India) leading in prayer

Sybrand de Swardt and Jason Labuschagne


