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This Little Church Stayed Home: A
faithful Church in deceptive times
Author: Gary E. Gilley
ISBN – 13 978 0 85234 603 7
Published by Evangelical Press
This is the second of two books Gary
Gilley has written, both of which address the present situation as it is found
in much of the Evangelical Church today. His ﬁrst book, “This Little Church
Went to Market” (The Church in the
age of entertainment) addresses the
whole subject of how the Church today
has bought into entertainment, market driven ideas, psychology and pragmatic ways of promoting and
preaching the Gospel with devastating results.
This Little Church Stayed Home is, in many ways, more positive. In his
preface the author writes: “While the evangelical Church has been
chasing the ever changing fads and whims of our society, she has
jettisoned her unique message. At the same time she has forgotten
her purpose... In “This Little Church Went To Market,” I identiﬁed
many of these inﬂuences. He then goes on to say that in this book,
“This Little Church Stayed Home,” “I want to discuss what God says
the Church should be – what it should hold dear and emphasize, what

its distinctive should be.” He lists what these things are – that we, the
Church should hold dear and emphasize. They are: Evangelism, Worship, Prayer, Truth, The Ordinances (Baptism and the Lord’s Supper),
and Purity. These six things are taken from Acts 2 and 5:1-6
I believe he accomplishes what he sets out to do and the way in which
he achieves his end is easy to follow as he deals with four sections
– A Post Modern World ; The Church’s Mandate ; The Scriptures ;
Pressing Challenges
His section on “A Post Modern World” is, to my mind, one of the
clearest explanations of this term, “Postmodernism” that I have read
– he explains it in terms that the layman can understand, and with that
understanding, have a better insight into the issues that are at stake
in the Church today.
His section on Church discipline, under the section, “The Church’s
Mandate,” is both timely and dealt with extremely well. His concluding comments under this section will help you to see where his heart
and concern lies. He quotes from another author: “Churches have
become hospitals where sin-sick souls are given aspirin and entertainment to distract them from the disease of their souls. God forgive
us, we are more concerned with numbers than with holiness.”
Here is a book where the Bible is taken seriously and the Church is
seen as the object of God’s love. With those two emphases I commend this book as a “must read” if you want to have your eyes opened
to some of the dangers that the church needs to be aware of in the
21st C.
– Brian Stone

continued from page 23

Instead, as they write about them, they are constantly cautioning
against the abuse of such “gifts” which is so rampant today in Africa.
Even the writer of the commentary on Acts does a fairly balanced job
despite the fact that he sees “altar calls” here and there, and thinks
(on the basis of Peter’s citation of the prophet Joel) that “both men
and women are qualiﬁed to be God’s ministers.” He warns against
our traditional interpretation of I Timothy 2. Be that as it may, he certainly has the traditional Reformed interpretation of the receiving of
the Holy Spirit by the Jews (chapter 2), the Samaritan (chapter 8), the
Gentiles (chapter 10) and John’s disciples (chapter 19), i.e. that these
events symbolised the initial inclusion of each of these groups into
the New Testament church.
What makes this a commentary for Africa is the way it is applied to
the African context. All the books of the Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, are made to speak to us as Africans. The articles on various issues that are very relevant to Christianity in Africa are a great
delight to read. Subjects such as HIV and AIDS, funerals, circumcision, street children, inheritance of widows, witchcraft and demons,
lobola, tribalism, polygamy, land, debts, etc., will not be found in your
average commentary from the West (or the East) but they are all handled in this one volume. The wealth of information that the contributors have managed to put together in so little space is just incredible.
If one wants a small compendium of articles dealing with the many
issues that challenge Christians in Africa today, then this commentary should have a place on their shelves. Of course, because of the
limitation of space, it is not surprising that some of the articles fail to
deal with the issues in a satisfactory way.
I was particularly disappointed with the article that deals with “the
role of women in the church.” I think that the author betrayed his
bias at the expense of telling us what he thinks the Bible actually
teaches on the subject. For instance, he says absolutely nothing
about the whole matter of female submission in mixed congregations
– which is obviously the issue that the apostle Paul seeks to address.
He needed to say something tenable about that even if it meant him
ﬁnally leaving us with a view we would not agree with. Accusing
those of us who see things differently from him as having “deeply entrenched patriarchal, hierarchical and sexist attitudes and practices”
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– which, in the language of the streets, simply means having “bigoted
and old fashioned views” – does not help. We too can call him all
kinds of names but such name-calling does not serve God’s purpose.
Thankfully, those who wrote the commentaries on 1 Corinthians and 1
Timothy make up for this author’s deﬁciency.
Having said this, I must not detract from the contribution that this
commentary is poised to make towards the growth of evangelical
Christianity in Africa. There will be a few areas where we must certainly beg to differ with the authors of the various articles, but it would
be sad if for that reason we threw away the baby with the bathwater.
We must be grateful that the general position of this commentary is
healthy and biblical. So, for a commentary of this size, and therefore
of this price (I bought mine for R31 0, i.e. about KI70,000), with a conservative evangelical perspective on matters that affect life on the
African continent, I cannot but commend it to everyone. If you can
ﬁnd something better, please let me know.
Finally, a word on the list of well-known and respected recommenders on the cover. It says something. Standing out are authors like
Rick Warren and John Stott. Rick Warren is the author of The Purpose Driven Life which has sold over 25 million copies worldwide and
is the best selling hardback book in the history of America. If you do
not know John Stott then you deserve a belated welcome to planet
earth! The only African on the list of the ﬁve recommenders is a high
court judge in Nigeria, Justice James Ogenyi Ogebe. We should not
blame the publishers for this. It should simply tell us that we African
Christians do not know our own home-grown authors. Hence the
publishers used authors from the USA and Europe to assure us of the
high quality and trustworthiness of authors in our own back yard. We
need to develop the whole area of publishing and marketing ofAfrican
books on African soil. Only then will this tendency of using people in
the USA and Europe to recommend African books to us reduce. Until
then, let Warren and Stott assure us as Africans that our fellow Africans writing about Africa for Africa have done a good job!
– Conrad Mbewe
* The review was taken with permission from Reformation Zambia, Issue 008
(September – December 2006), pp 29-31, where it was published under the
heading “Africa Bible Commentary Reviewed.”
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3rd Annual Sola 5 Conference
Back-to-back with the 18th Annual Zambian Reformed Conference

A unique opportunity presented itself this year with the decision to host the Annual
Sola 5 Conference in Zambia.

The Annual Zambian Reformed Family Conference is normally scheduled for the last week in
August, just before what may become the usual time slot for the Sola 5 Conference. Consequently it gives the organisers of both conferenc
Details are as follows:

18th Annual Zambian Reformed Conference, Monday 27 - Friday
31 Aug 2007, University of Zambia Chapel, Lusaka

3rd Annual Sola 5 Conference & Business Meeting, Friday 31

Theme:
Biblical Evangelism and Discipleship
Speakers:
• Voddie Baucham, Pastor of Preaching
at Grace Family Baptist Church in Spring,
Texas USA
• Jeff Noblit, Senior Pastor-Teacher of First
Baptist Church of Muscle Shoals, Alabama
USA
• Martha Peace, well-known author and
biblical counselor, Faith Bible Church located just outside
Peachtree City, Georgia USA

Theme:
Biblical love (A series of expositions on 1 Cor 13)
Speakers:
• Voddie Baucham, Pastor of Preaching at Grace Family Baptist
Church in Spring, Texas USA
• Jeff Noblit, Senior Pastor-Teacher of First Baptist Church of
Muscle Shoals, Alabama USA
• Laban Mwashekele, Pastor of Monte Christo Baptist Church,
Windhoek Nambia
• Christo Beetge, Pastor of Brackenhurst Baptist Church, Alberton SA (The latter two are scheduled for Sunday morning and
evening respectively)

Aug - Sunday 2 Sept 2007, University of Zambia Chapel, Lusaka

Accommodation will be free, courtesy of Zambian hospitality! The Zambian hosts plan to put visitors up with local families and it is
therefore imperative that everyone register well in time. The d-date for registration is set at Tuesday 31 July 2007 (see elsewhere on
the page for more).
Zambian Airways / kulula.com is offering a favourable return air ticket between Johannesburg and Lusaka which could be up to 10%
less, should current negotiations be successful. Please keep an eye on the Sola5 website for any developments.

Closing date for registration
for the Annual Sola 5 Conference and Business Meeting is:

Tuesday 31 July 2007

In order to register, e-mail, fax or mail the particulars of each and
every participant as outlined here:

/ departure, indication whether it is planned to attend the Zambian
Reformed Conference as well.

Provide the following: Name & surname, age (if still at school),
contact address (preferably an e-mail address), contact telephone
number(s), means of transport (road or air), date of arrival in Lusaka, date of departure from Lusaka, ﬂight number and time of arrival

Send info to the Sola 5 Coordinator:
E-mail: hein.strauss@sola5.org, Fax 086 510 9555 (if dispatched from
South Africa) otherwise Fax +2716 429-3262 (ask for fax signal);
PO Box 28276, Sonlandpark 1944, South Africa.

editorial

editorial - merely the word
Recently I was reading through the book of Isaiah and
I came across the familiar story of the Assyrian threat
against Judah, which at the time was being ruled by
King Hezekiah (chapters 36, 37). This historical event
is of immense encouragement to the Church. Allow
me to set the stage and then to highlight an encouraging truth.
Sennacherib, the king of Assyria, is having a ﬁeld day
in his military exploits to increase the size of his empire. After his defeat of Egypt, he sets his covetous
sight on Judah, and sends his representatives (the
“Rebshakeh”) to offer terms of surrender to Judah.
With great arrogance, his terms of surrender were basically, “Give up or die.”
Now, one must keep in mind that the Assyrian army was a devastating force; one that for many years had terrorised the world. Humanly
speaking, the situation faced by Hezekiah and Judah was hopeless.
And Sennacherib knew it. Thus, with great mockery, his representative taunted Judah’s king and all of God’s people with these words,
“Thus says the great king, the king of Assyria: On what do you rest
this trust of yours? Do you think that mere words are strategy and
power for war?” (36:5). He went on to erroneously accuse them of
trusting in Egypt for deliverance as he reminded them that he and his
armies had recently conquered that powerful nation.
The fact of the matter is that Hezekiah’s trust was not in Egypt but
rather it was in the Lord. And the basis of this trust was God’s Word
that promised protection to him and to the nation.
To Hezekiah, God’s Word was the most powerful weapon at his disposal. It was certainly true that Judah had no military might and
that yes, on the surface, their situation was humanly hopeless. But
it was not completely hopeless. For God’s Word assured His people
of His covenantal faithfulness. And Hezekiah, though troubled, took
comfort from this. As is evident from the text, Hezekiah was indeed
disturbed by this threat. He was greatly troubled as he observed this
huge army of 185,000 troops surrounding his city. But he did not surrender; rather, he hoped in God’s Word. And this hope moved him to
prayer. Sennacherib of course thought that this was absolutely futile.
For after all, if the Egyptians whom he could see, could not deliver
Judah from his military might, how could the God of Judah, whom he
could not see, accomplish this? To Sennacherib, all of these words
about God’s deliverance were just that: merely words.
That is, until these mere words proved to be mighty words. For the

Lord, to which these words pointed, summarily destroyed the entire force of 185,000 soldiers without Judah stretching a single bow or hurling a single spear!
Mere words? I think not!
Oh believer, the Bible is not a collection of mere
words; rather, it is the mighty Word of the Lord! It is
the Sword of the Spirit, which equips us to face the
ﬁercest of enemies. Yes indeed, God’s Word is the
effective “strategy and power for war,” regardless of
what scoffers say.
The church is surrounded today by Sennacheribs, who
mock the believer for his/her adherence to the mere
words of God. A multitude of psychologists, sociologists, hedonists, atheists, rationalists, scientists and a host of other
secular humanists laugh at us because we cling to God’s Word as our
“strategy and power” in the war against the sin-cursed problems of
this world. But just like Hezekiah and Judah of old, God’s people will
have the ﬁnal laugh!
We who believe in Sola Scriptura must continue to live out this conviction in our witness, worship and ministry. Let us be careful of succumbing to the temptation of treating God’s Word as ‘mere’ words.
Let us continue to expound it, to counsel from it, to pray it, to sing it,
meditate upon it and to obey it. In a religious world where church
growth is market driven let us not lose conﬁdence in the promise that
Christ will build His Church and that He will do so through His Word.
Perhaps many of the church growth ‘gurus’ view the Bible as ‘mere’
words. But let us continue to ‘preach the Word’ and wait upon the
Lord to ‘do His thing.’ God’s Word, if taken seriously, will move us to
prayer, Scripture saturated prayer. Like Hezekiah of old, we must lay
out our burdens before the Lord but we must do so as we lay hold of
our Bibles. Let us be encouraged by the promises of our covenant
keeping God and not be intimidated by the arrogant mockery of foolish Sennacheribs.
For many, the Bible consists of ‘mere’ letters, which seemingly form
‘mere’ words. To them it is simply another book consisting of ‘mere’
ink on paper. But we are convinced otherwise! We unapologetically
confess that these speciﬁc words, with their salviﬁc message, come
from our Sovereign God for the purpose of producing faith in Him. We
are convinced that they point us to reality. We know that they give us
factual perspective. We read them with the assurance that God is for
us and that we are more than conquerors through Christ, Who loved
us, Who died for us, and Who was raised again for us. Merely words?
Not a chance. Just ask Sennacherib!
– Doug van Meter

Newsletter: Reformation in and around Namibia
Information about our News Letter
Right at the beginning, allow me to inform those of you – especially
you dear friends who have written to me, asking me to reassume
our News Letter and send to you a report of and about the work you
love and pray for so much in and around Namibia. I wish, though
with humble mind and trembling heart; to highlight you by drawing
your attention to two or three prevailing facts related to our News
Letter (Reformation in and around Namibia).

First, this News Letter has been quarterly distributed – that is after every three months or so when God allowed it; and when the
work of the gospel demands much of our presence, we don’t do
other things than committing ourselves to Him and to the work of
His grace. For we truly see and reckon ourselves as fully servants
of someone who owns our totality – as you brethrens do; and that
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someone is Jesus Christ to whom we are accountable to – when it
comes to the ministry of preaching, teaching and pastoral counselling. Though we love and wish whole heartedly to inform many of
you every three month as to what is happening in this side of the
world (your Father’s ﬁeld of labour), yet our ﬁrst and most call – of
being accountable to God – has kept us busy with Him with whom
we have to do. So please receive our extended word of apology
for not sending you a report every three consecutive month as we
wish.
Second, reformation is not really a reporting News Letter but rather
an educating tool, a challenging paper and provoking article where
possible in the areas which are left untouched and ground left untrodden in the realm of Christian Ministry, Christian Mission and
Christian Message.
continued on page 03

Sovereign Grace Theological Seminary formally opens its ofﬁce doors...
Although the two academic staff members of the Sovereign Grace
Theological Seminary (SGTS), Bruce Button and Jacobus de Koning, have been working full-time since January of this year, they
are now in the process of moving their ofﬁces from home to a more
formal location:
Nederberg Estate, Plot 154, Derdepoort, Zambezi Drive (south side,
approx. 1.9 km east of N1), Pretoria, South Africa.

The postal and e-mail addresses, however, remain unchanged:
PO Box 31442 Waverley 0135 Pretoria, South Africa and E-mail:
seminary@sola5.org.

Nederberg Estate – ﬁrst home of the SGTS in Pretoria South Africa

Bruce & Jacobus at the front door...
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Africa Bible Commentary
Tokunboh Adeyemo (Editor)
Word Alive & Zondervan,
2006, 1586pp, hb.
Africa Edition
ISBN-13: 978-9966-805-78-2
On Monday, 19th June 2006, in Cape
Town, South Africa, the Africa Bible
Commentary was ofﬁcially launched on
African soil. By a number of strange
providential happenings, I happened to ﬁnd myself there among a
small group of guests. Pieter Kwant, the International Programme Director of Langham Partnership International (UK), who co-sponsored
this project, gave a short history of the exciting events that led to the
birth of this $1.2 million commentary project. The General Editor of
the commentary, Tokunboh Adeyemo, used the story in Acts 8 of the
Ethiopian eunuch asking Philip about the man in Isaiah 53 to tell us
that many other Africans asking similar questions would now have
their questions answered by this new commentary. He was, however,
quick to warn us against any over-optimistic about this book project
because of the now familiar adage, “If you want to hide something
from an African, put it in a book!”
The guest speaker, Caesar Molebatsi, promised to be as short in his
speech as he is in stature and then never kept his promise. Typical
of him! All the same, he challenged the audience to ensure that this
commentary leads us to an authentic biblical Christianity in Africa. I
purchased my copy and got it autographed by him and Dr Adeyemo.
Since then I have given the commentary “a good look” and thought
of sharing some of my ﬁndings with our readers. You can already see
that this is not the typical “book review” that you normally read in
magazines. I readily admit that am too elated to stick to the rules!
The ﬁrst pleasant surprise I had when I opened the commentary was
to ﬁnd two well known Zambian Baptist pastors – Joe Kapolyo and
Joe Simfukwe – among the seventy African scholars who wrote parts
of this commentary. Joe Kapolyo wrote the commentary on the Gospel of Matthew while Joe Simfukwe wrote an article on Funerals and
Burial Rites. Both of these works are ﬁne pieces of scholarship. The
other contributors came from all over Africa – Angola, Benin, Burkina
Faso, Central African Republic, Chad, Congo, Congo DR, Ghana, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Malagasy, Malawi, Mali, Namibia,
Nigeria, Rwanda, Sierra Leon, Tanzania, Uganda, and Zimbabwe – 23

countries in all. They sneaked in one “African American,” who did
the two articles on widows, to complete the list.
We were also informed during the ofﬁcial launch of the commentary
that the contributors were 70% male and 30% female. Then in terms
of denominations we have evangelical Anglicans, Baptists, Church of
Christ, Lutherans, Methodists, Pentecostals, Presbyterians, etc. Conspicuous by its absence on the list of nations is South Africa, arguably
the country with the strongest economy on African soil. What could
this be saying about the state of conservative evangelicalism among
the “black” churches there? Be that as it may, I do not know of any
other work on African soil that has brought together so many African
Christian scholars from such a variety of African countries. In Christ,
we are truly united.
Readers who are familiar with the one-volume commentary, The New
Bible Commentary published by Inter-Varsity Press, will ﬁnd many
similarities between that commentary and the Africa Bible Commentary. One of them is that the commentary is written from the perspective of conservative evangelical scholarship. (Tokunbo Adeyemo
stated at the ofﬁcial launching of the commentary in Cape Town that
the authors had to work within the doctrinal basis of the Association of Evangelicals in Africa). That is most refreshing because such
scholarship is rare on African soil. The two major voices we are
hearing today are either Liberal (in the seminaries) or extreme Charismatic (in the churches). This commentary steers clear of both of
these positions, which, in my opinion, do not respect the ﬁnality and
sufﬁciency of Scripture. So, anyone wanting a conservative evangelical commentary with a peculiarly African ﬂavour will deﬁnitely
ﬁnd it in this commentary.
As a reviewer coming from a Reformed Baptist position, I went
straight to those “critical” passages that are foundational to the ﬁve
Sola’s of the Reformation to see how they are commented on. I will
readily admit that I came away fairly satisﬁed. Clearly, the commentators allowed the passages they were commenting on to speak for
themselves however uncomfortable that might be – which is an important aspect of conservative evangelicalism. Even the passages in
Romans and Ephesians that teach God’s sovereignty in election and
predestination are handled faithfully. Romans chapter 9 is brilliantly
handled! However, it should not come as a surprise to the readers
of this magazine to know that the commentary does not take a cessationist position on the extra-ordinary gifts of the Holy Spirit. Most
of the contributors assume that the extra-ordinary gifts of the Spirit
are still in operation today. Thankfully, they do not give a wholesale
commendation for what is happening today.
continued on page 24
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Reformed Baptists in Zambia

Newsletter: Reformation in and around Namibia

The earliest we know of the Reformed Baptist movement in Zambia goes back into the early 1970s. There
seems to have been some effort during these years by
a layman to plant such a church, with help from a Reformed Baptist Mission of Canada, but these efforts did
not bear much fruit. The new beginning commenced
from Lusaka Baptist Church. There had been a succession of pastors: Graham Ingram, Michael Eaton,
John Symons and Joe Simfukwe. The conservative
and expository ministries of these men, especially Joe
Simfukwe (1979-1989), resulted in those who were attending Lusaka Baptist Church in their student days failing to settle in
churches in the towns they were being posted to when they ﬁnished
their college and university training. As complaints from their former
members about the state of the English-speaking Baptist churches
reached Lusaka Baptist Church, the elders encouraged these former
members to just start their own churches. Lusaka Baptist Church
committed itself to helping them in an advisory and ﬁnancial capacity,
and they called this initiative “the Baptist Urban Outreach.” From this
encouragement, churches started in Livingstone, Choma, Chipata,
Kabwe, Chingola, Mansa, etc., across the late 1980s. These were not
the ﬁrst endeavours by the Lusaka Baptist Church to plant churches.
They had already planted three churches in Lusaka, i.e. in Kaunda
Square, Emmasdale and Kabwata. Of these, the ﬁrst one died, the
second one turned Charismatic and is arguably the biggest Charismatic church in Zambia, and the third one is Reformed.

The reason for that is because, we are so much concerned with
the person and the character of God (more than with anything else)
– like C. H. Spurgeon who was preoccupied with the person and
the work of Jesus Christ as long as the platform in Metropolitan
Tabernacle was standing. So we, without neglecting that, are preoccupied with the person and character of God, not much with the
promises of God. Of course, it is through God’s promises that we
learn what God has and willed to us, oh yes, it is through it that we
learn what we may claim as our heritage and learn how we should
pray. But true Christian faith must rather rest mostly on the person
and the character of God. Just as our true redemption rests in the
person and the work of Christ and true Christian life rests under the
person and the authority of the Holy Spirit. Yes, we have wholeheartedly been very pre-occupied ﬁrst with the doctrinal aspect of
reformation, than second with the practical aspect of transforma-

Initially, most of these new churches planted in the late 1980s called
untrained men to be their pastors. Lusaka Baptist Church provided
ﬁnancial support to pay their salaries under what they called “the
Baptist Urban Outreach Fund,” which was largely sponsored by the
Australian Baptist Mission Society. This funding continued until
these churches were able to pay their pastors on their own. Whereas
the leadership of Lusaka Baptist Church would have been content to
see these churches remain as conservative English-speaking Baptist
Churches, these younger pastors came under the inﬂuence of Reformed literature (especially Banner of Truth titles) and so moved their
churches into a Reformed Baptist position. They led their churches
to adopt the 1689 Baptist Confession of Faith, and in due season this
doctrinal statement became the rallying point of a number of these
new English-speaking Baptist churches that were starting across the
country. 1989 was a landmark year. Being the 300th anniversary of
the 1689 Baptist Confession of Faith gave a good excuse to talk about
this ancient document. Many heard of it for the ﬁrst time. Copies
were brought into the country en mass and distributed far and wide.
As a result of this publicity, even more churches began to seriously
work towards adopting this Confession as their statement of faith.
In 1990 these churches even started an annual “Reformed” conference, which has been a rallying point for their churches to this very
day. This conference has since grown to the point where it attracts
participants from neighbouring countries who are espousing the Reformed Baptist position and needing encouragement from their Zambian brethren.
From the spontaneous planting of churches mentioned earlier, the
churches that had adopted the 1689 Baptist Confession began to make
deliberate plans to plant more churches in strategic towns and cities.
Thus churches were planted in Kitwe, Ndola, Kafue, Mazabuka, Petauke, Chililabombwe, etc. Also, it was not just churches that worshipped in the English language that were planted but also churches
that worshipped in vernacular languages. Zambian Reformed Baptist
missionary pastors began to be sent by the older churches to go and
plant new Reformed Baptist churches. By today the number of Reformed Baptist churches in Zambia has grown from about six to about
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thirty, and they are scattered right across the country –
from Mongu to Chipata, and from Livingstone to Mwense.
Efforts have now begun to be made to also start planting
Reformed Baptist churches in neighbouring countries. For
instance, one of the Zambian Reformed Baptist churches
planted the ﬁrst Reformed Baptist Church in Gaborone,
Botswana, in December 2003. Another one has since commenced in Francistown. A Tswana Reformed Baptist missionary pastor has been ordained in Zambia and sent back
to his own people to spearhead this work.
Although the Reformed Baptists in Zambia have not formed a formal
association, they have had and continue to have a number of joint
ventures meant to foster fellowship among their churches or give
them more impact in their evangelistic and missions efforts at a national level. We have already mentioned their annual conference,
which last year attracted about 600 participants from across the
country and beyond. About twelve years ago, they formed what they
call, “The Reformed Baptist Radio and Television Ministry.” Through
this joint effort they have been running a radio programme, presently
called, “Biblical Christianity.” Some ten years ago, they also formed
what they called, “The Zambia Reformed Baptist Building Trust Fund,”
which is a joint church-building funding agency. Out of this Fund, a
number of churches have obtained interest-free loans to help them
put up their church buildings. More recently, they have also started
a magazine called Reformation Zambia, which is the only Christian
magazine in the whole country. This magazine has been running now
for about three years. Finally, this year they commenced a national
youth conference which attracted over 350 youths from various parts
of the country. This conference was once a joint venture between Reformed Baptist churches situated in the Copperbelt Province and was
limited to the youths from their Churches. But this year, for the ﬁrst
time, it became national. It is easily envisaged that this conference,
as it grows, will soon have more than 1,000 youths in attendance.
The advent of Reformed Baptists in Zambia has brought about greater
clarity among the ordinary church members in Baptist churches as
to who Baptists are and what they believed historically. Previously,
the main sense of self-consciousness among the Baptists was that
they were largely Evangelical Lamba-speaking churches whose missionaries came either from South Africa, Sweden, Australia or the
USA. The only difference between them was where the missionaries who planted their family of churches came from. This deﬁned
their sense of allegiance. The differences were certainly not doctrinal. The Reformed Baptists have brought with them greater doctrinal
clarity among ordinary church folk as to who Baptists were historically. They have also added their own heritage as Reformed Baptists,
so that their church members are not only self-consciously Baptistic
but also Reformed in doctrine and practice, especially with the re-introduction of the 1689 Baptist Confession of Faith among them. They
clearly emphasise a Calvinistic doctrine of salvation in their preaching and practice, as opposed to an Arminian or Charismatic one,
which have become common place in many of the Baptist churches
in the country.
– Conrad Mbewe
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tion. To us, prayers must come ﬁrst, then plans second – this is why
we have been pre-occupied ﬁrst with issues related to faith, than
second to the life of faith.
You and the subjects related to reformation
Reformation has been thought by non-reformed people as less
than transformation – just as they have been regarding prayer
as second to plan and the life of faith and of ﬁre greater than the
Holy Spirit baptism. Of course the problem of many people is this:
they always want to take things for granted, always want to take
shortcuts, always looking and longing for fruits even where they
haven’t planted the seeds. They always want the fruit of the Spirit
but never want to hear anything related to the baptism or feeling of
the Holy Spirit. This is why we Christians end up with three main
camps of thought; we think differently
continued on page 07

3rd Annual Sola 5 Conference Speakers
Jeff Noblit

is the Senior PastorTeacher of First Baptist Church of Muscle
Shoals, Alabama. He has served on the
pastoral staff for 26 years, the last 18 as senior pastor.
Jeff is the founder of Anchored in Truth
Ministries, an expository preaching ministry, and is the author of The Accountability
Notebook and the witnessing booklet, The Great Answer to the
Great Question. He has written articles for various magazines
and journals.

Voddie Baucham

has been referred to as an
“Evangelist to intellectuals.”
He is one of the most soughtafter preachers of his generation.
His unique blend of sound
biblical exposition, theological content, down-to-earth demeanour and engaging presence
make it clear why this man is considered a modern day prophet.
Dr Baucham is a graduate of Southwestern and Southeastern
Baptist Theological Seminaries. He has also done additional
post-graduate study at the University of Oxford in England. His
academic emphasis is Cultural Apologetics. Voddie is an author,
Bible teacher, professor, pastor. He currently serves as Pastor
of Preaching at Grace Family Baptist Church in Spring, TX.
More importantly, he is a husband and father of four who is actively involved in his children’s home education.
It may be added that inspection of the internet reveals that Voddie was one of the invited speakers at The 2006 Desiring God
National Conference with the theme “The Supremacy of Christ
in a Post-modern World.” Also, he is one of the co-speakers
with Jeff Noblit at The True Church Conference to be held at First
Baptist Church of Muscle Shoals, Alabama on May 3-6, 2007.

Martha Peace was born, raised,

and educated in and around the Atlanta
area. She graduated with honors from
both the Grady Memorial Hospital School
of Nursing 3 year diploma program and
the Georgia State University 4 year degree
program. She has thirteen years work experience as a Registered Nurse, specializing in pediatric burns,
intensive care, and coronary care. She became a Christian in
June, 1979. Two years later, Martha ended her nursing career
and began focusing her attention on her family and a ladies’ Bible study class. For ﬁve years she taught verse-by-verse book
studies. Then she received training and certiﬁcation from the
National Association of Nouthetic Counselors. N.A.N.C. was
started by Dr. Jay Adams for the purpose of training and certifying the training of men and women as biblical counselors.
Martha is a gifted teacher and exhorter. She worked for eight
years as a biblical counselor at the Atlanta Biblical Counseling
Center on Old National Highway, College Park, Georgia, where
she counseled women, children, and teenagers. For the past
ﬁve years she has presented workshops on various biblical
counseling issues for women at the national conference for
N.A.N.C. She also instructed for 6 years at Carver Bible Institute and College in Atlanta where she taught women’s classes
including “The Excellent Wife,” “Raising Kids Without Raising
Cain,” “Introduction to Biblical Counseling,” “Advanced Biblical Counseling,” “Personal Purity,” and “The Book of Esther.”
Martha has authored a workbook, Raising Kids Without Raising
Cain, and books entitled The Excellent Wife, The Study Guide to
The Excellent Wife, and Becoming a Titus 2 Woman.
Martha is active with her family in Faith Bible Church located
just outside Peachtree City, Georgia, where she teaches Children’s Church and ladies’ Bible study classes. In addition, she
conducts seminars for ladies’ groups on topics such as “Raising
Kids Without Raising Cain,” “The Excellent Wife,” “Becoming a
Titus 2 Woman,” “Having a High View of God,” and “Personal
Purity.”
Martha has been married to her High School sweetheart, Sanford Peace, since September 24th of 1966. He is an air trafﬁc
controller with the FAA. They have two children and 10 grandchildren.
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Germiston Baptist Church

On Sunday 29 April 2007 Sola 5 churches from Gauteng, South Africa, gathered for the ﬁrst “5th Sunday Rally.”
This is one of the initiatives of Sola 5 to
create opportunities for joint worship
and fellowship which are easily accessible to members of Sola 5 churches, as well as to other believers. Just
more than 200 gathered at ﬁve o’clock
in the afternoon for the joint worship
service which was followed by a bring
-and-share meal.
Bruce Button, elder at Antipas Reformed Baptist Church in Pretoria
preached from 2 Corinthians chapter 5:11-6:2. A brief synopsis is
outlined below.
He introduced the passage by pointing out that it is one of the deepest, broadest and richest passages in all of Scripture:
• consider the range of people who are its subjects: Paul, members
of the Church in Corinth, the false teachers who have inﬁltrated the
church, mankind stemming from Adam (verse 14), the sum total of
all believers (vv. 17-21), God himself and his Son Jesus Christ at the
centre of everything;
• consider the contrasts which are found in the text: the methods
of the false teachers and the ministry of Paul, man in sin and man
in salvation, Christ in his sinlessness – yet Christ made sin, God is
holy – yet God reconciles man to himself, God and Christ on the one
hand – man on the other, man in what he deserves before God – and
man receiving an abundance of grace and life;
• consider the breadth of themes: practical ministry, evangelism,
creation, redemption, salvation, Trinity, atonement, transformation
of life.
The question is: How are we going to get a view of the text as a
whole and understand something of its meaning and application to
our lives? As is usually the case, looking at the original context and
purpose of the passage will be helpful in getting to a conclusion.
For the purpose of this summary, the three items identiﬁed by Bruce
will be mentioned very brieﬂy, before looking at points of application and the conclusion.
1. Paul writes this passage to defend his apostolic ministry
First we need to understand the passage in its historical context.
Paul had founded the Church in Corinth a few years earlier. Signiﬁcant problems had developed, of which the emergence of false
teachers was one. He wrote 2 Corinthians to rescue the situation
and, more particularly, to rescue the Corinthians (cf. 11:2-3). As he
defends his ministry he moves over to an explanation of the gospel, because it was the nature of the gospel which determined the
nature of his ministry. We can identify with this situation. There
are many ideas going around in our day which promise to grow our
churches and make us very successful as Christians. Yet, tragically, many of these compromise the gospel. One example of such
an idea comes from the Emergent Village (http://www.emergentvillage.com/about-information/values-and-practices) which states:
“We believe in God, beauty, future, and hope – but you won’t ﬁnd a
traditional statement of faith here. We don’t have a problem with
faith, but with statements. Whereas statements of faith and doctrine have a tendency to stiﬂe friendships, we hope to further conversation and action around the things of God.” Another is the following statement by two British writers: ‘The fact is that the cross
isn’t a form of cosmic child abuse – a vengeful Father, punishing
his Son for an offence he has not even committed. Understand04

ably, both people inside and outside
of the Church have found this twisted
version of events morally dubious and a
huge barrier to faith. Deeper than that,
however, is that such a concept stands
in total contradiction to the statement:
“God is love.” If the cross is a personal
act of violence perpetrated by God towards humankind but borne by his Son,
then it makes a mockery of Jesus’ own
teaching to love your enemies and to
refuse to repay evil with evil.’
We can clearly identify with the Corinthians. Our need is the same as theirs:
to be protected from all kinds of teaching which undermine the message of the cross. Our solution is the
same as theirs: to understand the message of the cross in all its
fullness, and to know how to apply it to our lives.
2. Paul describes the message of the cross in terms of creation and
new creation (vv. 14-17)
Paul is speaking against the background of Adam’s fall. Adam’s
death was not his alone; Christ’s death was not his alone. Adam’s
death was the fall of all creation; Christ’s death was the beginning
of a new creation. Paul made this the basis of his own ministry. For
the false teachers in Corinth, the important things were personality,
power, status, oratory. (Do we run a similar risk? Where do we put
wealth, education, a good upbringing?)
“But,” Paul says, “we don’t think like that any more. Christ’s death
means a new creation. We look at people in a completely different
light.” Have you experienced this new creation?
3. Paul describes the message of the cross in terms of reconciliation (vv 18-21)
In this section Paul deepens his explanation: he explains how the
new creation comes about. “All this is from God . . .” God reconciles the world to himself (v.18). We all understand the concept of
reconciliation. What often happens in a situation of reconciliation
is that there is a mediator who brings the parties together. A critical
point here is that God himself is the one who does the reconciling,
even though he is the offended party. How does God reconcile? As
we progress we get deeper and deeper into the mystery. V.19: “God
was in Christ . . .” The unity of action between the Father and the
Son is critical. The British writer’s comment about “cosmic child
abuse” assumes that God imposed the cross on his Son without the
Son’s agreement or participation in the decision. The Bible’s view
is much more profound than that:
Isaiah 53 states, “The Lord (i.e. God) makes his life a guilt offering.”
In John 10 Jesus says “I am the good shepherd . . . the good shepherd lays down his life . . .” You cannot understand the atonement of
Christ if you do not understand the unity of the Father and the Son. If
you ignore this reality, either Jesus becomes the hero who tries to
persuade an unwilling God, or God unfairly punishes Jesus for sins
that he did not commit. But if we accept that God was in Christ, then
we realize that Christ’s death was the act of a loving God, Father
and Son together (of course the Holy Spirit is also involved), who
took on himself the punishment for our sins. This ought to make us
bow before God in worship and adoration.
But now we come to the climax of the whole passage: verse 21
which is the crowning glory of the whole passage. It picks up from
verses 14 and 15 about the one dying for all; it explains how God
reconciled us to himself; it expands on the statement of verses 18
and 19 (“God, through Christ reconciled us to himself”); it explains
why God is able not to count people’s
continued on page 05

A testimony to the steadfast faithfulness of our Lord to His bride
continued from page 20

Theologically, the church has gone
tegrated, reﬂecting the demographthrough reformation as well. Under
ics of the New South Africa. It is a
the ministry of Trevor Roberts, the
blessing to see peoples from a wide
church moved from a staunchly Arvariety of age groups, socio-ecominian position to biblical, evangenomic, cultural, racial and family
listic Calvinism, adopting the Baptist
backgrounds accepting one another
Confession of 1689 as its
in the Lord and worshipping and
confession of faith. The rapid refserving together on a sustained baormation that took place in those
sis. From Zambian to Zulu, Boer to
days bears testimony to the recepBrit, Japanese to Congolese, Argentivity and submission of the people
tinean to Nigerian and many more, all
to God’s word which persists to this
drawn together by grace, a common
Clifford, Sue, Peter & Shirley Sammons
day. Roland Eskinazi who pastored
love for the Lord and the ministry of
the church faithfully from 1992 to 1999 succeeded Trevor Roberts. His Word. Degreed professionals, white collar, blue collar and
Peter Sammons succeeded Roland in 2000.
even informal sector workers comprising one church under the
grace of God.
The city of Germiston, is geographically the centre of Gauteng
province. It is arguably the most easily accessible area of Gauteng We face many challenges in respect of the poverty on our doorstep
whether by road, rail or air and provides quick and easy access to and distinguishing between the genuine cases and the con artists
every other region in the province. The city centre offers cheap is a constant challenge. We have been broken into and robbed on
accommodation and is therefore a magnet for migrant employment numerous occasions. However, like Matthew Henry when he was
seekers from all over Africa and South Africa resulting in a very robbed, we give thanks to God for three things: that although they
cosmopolitan and somewhat transient population. The suburbs took what we had, they did not harm our persons, nor was it much
continue to attract a far more stable population with many families and most of all that it was not us doing the robbing.
having lived here for generations. All of which provides us with
some wonderful opportunities as well as enormous challenges for All in all, Germiston Baptist is an exciting place to be and to see the
ministry. By way of example, our Sunday morning ministry into the Lord at work and undertaking in many different ways by His grace
local Public Hospital, which has been running for over 20 years, (because we deserve nothing) in the lives of His people as he alcurrently visits an average of 52 beds per week and hands out ways has in the past. We take no credit for the things He has done
tracts in 13 different languages, including Portuguese, French and over the past 103 years. The Lord has done it all, but by His grace
Spanish. Our Bible sales ministry on Saturday mornings near the He has carried us along with Him as He faithfully and steadfastly
Taxi rank and Railway Station has been sustained for over 12 years. continues to move “in mysterious ways His wonders to perform”.
We have sold over 6100 Bibles in 14 different languages. We have While we have seen conversions and have heard and witnessed
produced our own tracts in a variety of languages and are pres- some amazing testimonies of salvation, we would love to see more
ently busy with a Zulu translation of Brian Stone’s version of the and long to see the church growing with new converts as we faithshorter catechism.
fully continue to tell the old old story. Please pray with and for us in
this regard and for His continuing sustaining grace.
Although not large, Germiston is a happy church and is truly in– Peter Sammons

Autobiographical sketch of Peter Sammons
I was born and brought up in Johannesburg, the youngest of four
children in a non-Christian home, which my father described as
“neither religious nor irreligious.” Although we went under the
name “Anglican,” in reality we were a truly agnostic family in
which, by the common grace of God, the Judeo/Christian morals,
ethics and values were espoused. We were a close and happy
family with strong family values.
After matriculating, I spent a year in the Navy doing national
service and it was during that period that, by the grace of God,
I came to the realisation that I was actually an atheist. I say “by
the grace of God” because it was that process of discovery that
our Lord would later use to really convince and convict me of my
sinfulness.
In 1975/6, by his astounding grace, God saved both Sue, the young
lass I was courting at the time, and myself. By the power of his
Spirit and through the faithful, biblical preaching of his Word at

the Sandown Union Church, he convinced me not only of his existence but also of his glorious salvation through his Son. Sue and
I were married in 1978 and the Lord has been pleased to bless us
with two children, Clifford and Shirley. Clifford is a student at the
University of Johannesburg and Shirley is at Jeppe High School
for Girls.
The Lord’s call on our lives into pastoral ministry came during the
80’s while we were living in East London. While studying at the
Baptist College in Johannesburg, we were involved at Constantia
Park Baptist under Brian Stone’s pastoral oversight and mentoring. A ﬁve year pastorate in Newcastle (1995-1999) followed and
from there we were called to Germiston where we have been
privileged to serve over these past seven years.
“[B]y the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was
not without effect”. (1 Cor. 15:10)

Peter Sammons

21

God-Centred Theological Education for Africa

continued from page 19

However, it is also a costly exercise for the student: it requires relocation (sometimes with a family), the payment of board and lodging,
and loss of
income as a result of not being able to continue in a full time job.
For these reasons the world of education has moved increasingly
towards a distance learning model. Although distance learning
does have its drawbacks, SGTS aims to exploit its obvious beneﬁts
while seeking to overcome the drawbacks in innovative ways:
Tuition each academic year will include two weeks of lectures
(usually November and April), which will be presented in different
centres. Students will be required to attend these lectures, except
in the most exceptional circumstances.
SGTS will partner with local churches so that, wherever possible,
students can beneﬁt from the spiritual and theological guidance of
experienced pastors.
SGTS will make use of modern technology, including computers,
video conferences, internet and email to facilitate communication
between lecturers and students, as well as amongst students.
Geographical scope
The University of Africa is not bound to any one country but offers its programmes in a number of African countries. Likewise,
Sola 5 is an association of churches throughout southern Africa.
Accordingly, SGTS will accept students from any country provided
that they are in reasonable postal contact with one of the administrative centres (at the moment Pretoria, Lusaka, Windhoek and
Harare) and are able to attend the two weeks of lectures in one of
the centres where they are being presented. To begin with, SGTS
will present lectures in Harare, Lusaka, Pretoria and Windhoek.
Curriculum
Careful thought has been given to both the scope and the order of
the courses. During the earlier part of the curriculum students will
be equipped with basic tools such as language skills, Bible knowledge and basic skills of interpretation. Students will then move on
to more complex issues of interpretation, systematic theology and
the application of Scripture to pastoral ministry. The core of the
curriculum will be made up of the following subjects:
Bible knowledge

Biblical languages (Semitic languages and Greek)
Old and New Testament studies
Church history and history of doctrine
Systematic theology
Practical theology, with a strong emphasis on preaching and shepherding in the local church
Cost
Serious efforts will be made to keep the tuition costs as low as
possible, and it is envisaged that the cost of studies through SGTS
will be lower than that of many academic programmes. However,
there will be costs involved. Students are urged to approach this
issue in faith, taking responsibility for their own study costs and
trusting that the Lord will provide the necessary funds (once again,
see also the article on the SGTS prospectus elsewhere in this issue
of the Chronicles). The churches of Sola 5 will also provide some
ﬁnancial assistance, focussing on students who have a clear call
to the work of ministry. This assistance will be provided through a
direct relationship between speciﬁc local churches and individual
students. SGTS will facilitate contact between churches and students in order to initiate such relationships.
Admission requirements
The normal requirement for admission to a Bachelor’s degree programme at SGTS is Grade 12 (or equivalent) with matriculation
exemption. Admission for a certiﬁcate or diploma programme is
Grade 12. However, students who do not fulﬁl these requirements
may still be admitted if they can give evidence of their ability to
complete the course. Entrance examinations may be required.
Further information
For a complete SGTS prospectus or further information,
please contact
Sovereign Grace Theological Seminary
PO Box 31442, Waverley, 0135, South Africa
Email: seminary@sola5.org
Website: www.sola5.org/categories/Theological-Education
– Taken from www.sola5.org/categories/Theological-Education

Germiston Baptist Church

A testimony to the steadfast faithfulness of our Lord to His bride
The Germiston Baptist Church celebrated it’s centenary in 2004,
having been ofﬁcially constituted in 1904. The work started in 1902
when a group of Baptists met to establish a fellowship and by 1903
services were being held in the old courthouse, known as Noah’s
Ark” at that time. The situation was less than ideal as drunken
prisoners in the cells for the weekend often disturbed the services.
In due course the Church relocated, ﬁrst to a tin shanty at the top
end of the town and then, with the assistance of the Plein Street
Baptist church in Johannesburg, they erected a building in Victoria
Street. In 1907 the church moved to President Street. In May 1926,
“The Churchgoer” column in the Germiston Advocate Newspaper
opened with the following line “To reach the Germiston Baptist
church keep on down President Street from the market square until you reach the storm ditch”. One wonders whether there was
some ironic signiﬁcance in “the storm ditch” and baptism by full
immersion? The Church has been meeting in the present building
on the corner of Angus and Queen streets since it’s completion in
1945. Those who are familiar with our building may have noticed
20

that although there is a clock face on the tower, it has no hands. It
is believed that the ship carrying the mechanism to South Africa
was torpedoed and sank toward the end of the Second World War.
It has been said that this points to the timelessness of the gospel
we preach.
Through it all God has been pleased to use, bless and preserve His
Church. Beginning in the tumultuous post Anglo Boer war times,
the church has survived two world wars, the apartheid era and
now continues to be used by the Lord in the ever changing “New
South Africa”. From it’s inception the Church has gone through
many changes. From a small exclusively white English fellowship
meeting in a small Reef mining town, to a church in the centre of
a growing and thriving city. From a white suburban family church
on the edge of the then prosperous Germiston CBD, to a church
on the edge of a city centre partially in decay and partially under
reconstruction.
continued on page 21

continued from page 04

sins against them. A literal translation of the verse would read:
Him who knew no sin (i.e. Jesus the sinless Son of God)
for us (for our beneﬁt and in our place)
sin he made (God made Jesus the personiﬁcation of evey believer’s
sin and punished him in their place),
so that we might become
God’s righteousness (God credits his own perfect righteousness to
believers)
in him (i.e. we receive God’s righteousness when we are united to
Christ by faith).
Let us stop awhile and meditate on these words.
4. Application
The truths stated here are the foundation of everything that we are
as Christians; they are the spring and fountainhead of all our actions.
These truths should be the dynamic which controls our lives. If you
really think about what Paul says in this passage, you realize that
he is either speaking the biggest lot of nonsense or he is expounding the most profound, most miraculous, most life-changing truths.
You cannot be neutral towards what Paul has said here. If you are
neutral towards these statements you just haven’t understood them
at all. Do these truths affect you? Do you live in the reality of reconciliation and new creation? Are you united to Christ? Do you experience the wonder of this union from day to day? Listen to Paul’s
appeals in vv. 5:20 and 6:2.
Let us beware of exalting men. We are privileged to have amongst
us some great men and women of God. Let us thank God for them
– but let us be careful of putting men on pedestals. This was precisely the problem of the false teachers: they wanted the glory for
themselves. Very often we exalt men when we lose touch with God
and with Christ. May our understanding of the gospel grow deeper
and deeper so that Christ will be all in all to us.

Let us base our ministry on these truths. We often fail to realize
just how easily we can fall prey to worldly methods of ministry. As
we see churches around us experiencing growth and success, we
too desire to grow. We tell ourselves that we are not changing the
message, but only the method. But, we lose our focus on Christ.
I’m not opposed to growing our churches. However our methods of
doing so must be consistent with the nature of the gospel. Go and
read 2 Corinthians and 1 Thessalonians and see how Paul sought to
base his entire ministry from method to message on the realities of
the gospel.
Let us be ambassadors for Christ. Consider the privileges which
we in southern Africa enjoy: our knowledge of the gospel; our
churches; our association of churches; our freedom. But let us look
a little further north and ask ourselves what the situation is in some
of those countries – Gabon, Sudan, Eritrea. What about the rest of
the world? Countries like Pakistan, Italy, etc.? Should we not begin
to ask whether it is not for such a time as this that God has brought
Sola 5 into being? God entrusted the message of reconciliation to
Paul, but the responsibility of proclaiming it is passed on from generation to generation within the church. The baton is now in our
hands.
In conclusion, the message which Paul preached is a life-changing message because it is the good news of how God has acted
and continues to act in his Son, Jesus Christ. It is wonderful to
know that this message has gone to the ends of the earth, and has
brought many people to their knees before Jesus as Saviour and
Lord. Let us pray that God will engrave the message on our hearts,
that he will enﬂame our love for him and for his Son, and that he will
enable us to proclaim Christ to the ends of the earth.
O Thou my soul, forget no more;
The Friend who all Thy misery bore,
Let every idol be forgot,
But O, my soul, forget him not.

A Brief Insight into Emmanuel Baptist Church
Emmanuel Baptist Church ﬁrst opened its doors in May 1968, although
the church as the people of God had been meeting for some time before the construction of the building, which is situated on the busy
corner of Ontdekkers Road and Abbott Street, Florida, Roodepoort.
The very location of the building has in the providence of God proven
to be the means by which a number of lost souls have been drawn to
Christ. Some have testiﬁed that, whilst going through a difﬁcult period in their lives, they “just happened” to be passing by, noticed the
building and came in. The rest, as they say, is history.
The inscription on the foundation stone is 1 Corinthians 3:11, “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”
The doctrinal position of Emmanuel has not always been reformed,
but its foundation has always been Christ. It was only with the calling
of Pastor Martin Holdt in the late 80’s that the doctrines of grace were
preached in their fullness. It was under Martin’s ministry that the
church experienced a period of unprecedented growth, and became
one of the founders and most prominent member churches of the Reformed Baptist Association.
During that time, the church called Glendon Thompson, who hails
from Jamaica, as a full time evangelist, and when Martin left to go
to Hermanus in1998, Glendon was called as Pastor. For a few years
Emmanuel was blessed with a preaching ministry that rang out from
its pulpit with a West Indian ﬂavour.
Glendon’s departure heralded in a period of decline in the church,

during which a serious schism occurred splitting the congregation
in two. One doesn’t like to dwell on the reasons for such circumstances, but hindsight throws up different answers to the question,
“why?” In the end, however, after all the disappointment and personal sufferings, one can only take stock of the situation, in which the
church now ﬁnds herself, and be thankful to God for His faithfulness
in restoring the fellowship and indeed bringing a measure of peace,
unity and growth that the church has not known for many years.
This period began in October 2004 with the induction of Brian Stone
as the new pastor. Brian and his wife Judy brought to the church a
much needed pastoral care that Emmanuel so desperately needed.
Under Brian’s Spirit-owned pulpit ministry, the Word of God has been,
and continues to be preached to great effect, whilst at the same time,
the personal care, leadership and witness, which both Brian and
Judy demonstrate, has built the church into a close and loving family
unit, for which we give God all the thanks and praise. There are currently two other elders, Bernard Kuyper and Stephen Roberts, who
serve alongside Brian.
A typical week at Emmanuel begins on the Lord’s Day with the Family
Bible Hour, which includes both children’s and adult classes. There
is both a morning and evening service, where the Word of God is expounded normally with a series that continues through an entire book
of the Bible. Both the Old and New Testaments are covered. There
is a book table available at both services, where many good volumes
are on display to tempt the congregation.
continued on page 06
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A Brief Insight into Emmanuel Baptist Church
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The sermons are recorded and made available on CD.
Wednesday morning has both a Ladies meeting and a Men’s Book
Club for those fortunate enough not to have to work for a living! A
mid-week Bible Study takes place on Wednesday evening, and has
recently taken on the form of a discussion around a number of questions relating to the previous Sunday’s sermons. This challenges the
people to not only listen on Sunday, but to think about what has been
said, with the intention of driving home the application. On Thursday evening, Brian leads a School of Theology, for the more studious
among the congregation. Topics covered are all the major doctrines
of the faith, together with sketches of Church History. Friday evenings
are reserved for the youth meetings, and on Saturday the main prayer
meeting takes place for an hour, commencing at 7h00. Every second
Saturday a Men’s Fellowship Group meets after the prayer meeting to
discuss topics relevant to men of faith, and once a month the Ladies
also meet on Saturday for both study of God’s Word, coupled with
handicraft.
Our involvement in missions is currently limited to ﬁnancial and prayer
support for a number of missionaries in Mozambique, Ethiopia, India
and Canada. The fact that our focus over the past two years has

been to bring stability to the local body has meant that our outreach
programme has been in the background. However, members of the
congregation have continued to be involved in prison ministry, more
recently hospital ministry and an outreach to the informal settlement
at Ruimsig.
Now that God has so wonderfully brought stability to the church our
future plans include the expansion of our missions programme. Already in May this year a trip is planned to visit Sikhona and Norma
Hashe in Butterworth and spend a long weekend with them, not only
to have fellowship, but to contribute practically to the work there.
Further trips will be planned to other areas.
In closing this brief insight into the fellowship at Emmanuel, it would
be remiss not to give thanks to Christ, whose promise to love and
care for the church has been so evident over the past few years.
The name “Emmanuel” is very relevant as we increasingly sense His
presence among us. Our prayer is that God would continue to cause
spiritual growth within the church for the purpose of manifesting His
glory in and through us as we seek to preach the truth, to call men
and women to receive salvation in Christ, and to tend for His ﬂock in
this part of His vineyard.
– Stephen Roberts

Proﬁles of Emmanuel Baptist Church Elders and Church Administrator
Des (Church
Administrator) and Anne
Baker
Des and Anne have
been members at Emmanuel since the early
80’s. They have two children – Jonathan and Marion aged 23
and 21 respectively. Des was again elected to the Diaconate
in 2005. Subsequently he became Emmanuel’s Administrator.
He does most of the Emmanuel’s administration. He chairs the
Diaconate meetings and tries to co-ordinate the functions that
involve the members and deacons, which also includes the
overseeing of the maintenance of the buildings and premises
of Emmanuel.

Brian (Pastor)
and Judy Stone
They met in Queenstown
and were married in the
Queenstown Baptist Church
in 1967. Brian studied at the
Baptist Theological College,
and it was while in his ﬁrst
Church that he gradually came to embrace Reformed theology.
Brian has been in the Baptist ministry since 1972, and he and
Judy have four married children. They were called to Emmanuel
and have been serving the Lord there since October 2004.
They have been greatly encouraged by what the Lord has been
doing in the Church. The warmth and care of the Lord’s people,
together with their love for the Word of God continues to be a
great blessing.
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Bernard
(Elder) and
Althea Kuyper
Bernard was born in Johannesburg and grew
up on the Reef and Eastern Transvaal mines. He
obtained an engineering
degree at Witwatersrand University and married Althea Palmer
in 1966. He worked for AECI all his life as an engineer and process person, and was converted at Rosebank Union (old stone
church) in 1963 where he and Althea met.
They have been involved in Baptist Church work since then, having been members of many local churches as a result of moving
jobs with AECI. They have served the Lord at Emmanuel Baptist
Church, Florida Park, since 1988, and Bernard has been an elder
there for just over a year.

Stephen (Elder)
and Lynne
Roberts
Stephen and Lynne, who hail
from the U.K., arrived in South
Africa in 1974. They began
attending Emmanuel Baptist
Church in 1988, having previously been members of Rand Park
Ridge United Church. It was the doctrines of grace that led them
to Emmanuel, where Martin Holdt was the pastor at that time.
Stephen, an architect by profession, was appointed as an elder
in 1995. He is a lay preacher, teaches the adult Bible class on
Sunday, and leads a men’s fellowship group on Saturday mornings.
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as indicated in the table below.

Trusting God
The fees for SGTS’s programmes have been subsidized substantially
and are much lower than fees for most tertiary level studies. Nevertheless, we realize that meeting these costs will be a challenge for
many students. We want to encourage all prospective students to
view this as a matter of faith and to trust God for his provision. If he
has called you to study at SGTS he will certainly provide for you to do
so (see 2 Corinthians 9:8; Philippians 4:19). Let this be viewed as part
of one’s practical training for the Christian life and for the ministry: the
Christian life is a life of faith.

God-Centred Theological Education for Africa
Another seminary?
It is widely recognized that one of the greatest needs of the church
in Africa is for leaders who are adequately trained. We rejoice
in what many churches and seminaries are doing to address this
need, yet we are aware that its enormity demands that much more
be done. Thus we are thankful that the Lord, in his goodness, has
brought the Sovereign Grace Theological Seminary (SGTS) into being. SGTS is a seminary with distinctives which, we believe, will
contribute signiﬁcantly to meaningful theological training in Africa.
God willing, SGTS will accept applications from May 2007 and the
ﬁrst students will begin their studies in September 2007 (see article
on the SGTS prospectus elsewhere in this issue of the Chronicles).
The academic year will run from September to June.
A ministry of local churches
The work of training leaders is primarily the responsibility of the
local church. Yet there are very few local churches which are able
to undertake this enormous task on their own: effectiveness in the
task requires them to co-operate and pool their resources. Because of this, a number of churches throughout southern Africa,
who are formally bound together in an Association called Sola 5,
have agreed to establish SGTS as a joint ministry. SGTS therefore
arises out of the needs of local churches and falls under the oversight of local churches. Our aim, however, is to serve the entire
body of Christ, and students will by no means be required to be
members of one of the Sola 5 churches.
The theological faculty of the University of Africa
The University of Africa is a new university which aims to provide
education in a variety of disciplines that is speciﬁcally relevant to
the needs of Africa. The university has invited SGTS to form its
theological faculty while remaining under the spiritual and theological oversight of the churches of Sola 5. This arrangement allows
SGTS to beneﬁt from the academic infrastructure of the university
without relinquishing control over the content of the curriculum to
a secular body.
Aims of the seminary
The church of Jesus Christ must, according to Ephesians 4:11-16,
be built up in her most holy faith through the regular teaching of
God-centred, Christ-focussed and Scripture-based truth. Consequently, pastor-teachers must receive the best possible training.
SGTS therefore desires to achieve the following:
First and foremost, we wish to train men for preaching and pastoral
ministry. There is a tremendous need in our day for pastor-teachers who will, like John the Baptist, be “burning and shining lights”
(Jn 5:35, KJV) – and if we can be instrumental in forming such men
we will be eternally grateful to the Lord.
We are also aware that many believers desire a knowledge of God
and his word which is deeper and more comprehensive than what

is available from the regular teaching ministry of the local church.
We therefore believe that we can further serve the church of Jesus
Christ by providing for the needs of such brothers and sisters. Not
only will they be personally enriched, but they will also be better
equipped to serve God and his church.
Our convictions
We believe that God has revealed himself and his gospel to man
in the person of his Son, Jesus Christ, and that this revelation is
preserved for us in the Spirit-inspired Scripture. Accordingly, the
teaching ministry of SGTS will be based comprehensively and
solely on Scripture. Above all we will seek to equip students to
“correctly handle the word of truth” (2 Tim 2:15, NIV). We believe
that the great confessions of the Reformation are excellent summaries of biblical truth, and the teaching ministry of SGTS will be
conducted within the framework of these confessions. (All lecturers and board members subscribe to the Sola 5 Confession, which
is in agreement with the historically-respected and internationallyrecognized 1689 Baptist Confession.)
We also believe that men who will be shepherds of God’s people
must be thoroughly equipped. They must have a deep knowledge
and understanding of God’s truth; they must be skilled in the practice of ministry; and above all they must be mature in Christian
character and the personal knowledge of God (cf. 1 Tim 3:1-7; Tit
1:6-9). Therefore the programmes of SGTS will focus on Christian
character and ministry ability, as well as on intellectual understanding. Wherever possible, students will be linked up with local churches and pastors who will be able to give practical and
personal guidance.
Accreditation
Formal academic training is anything but essential for the gospel
ministry and for fruitful work in the kingdom of God; we are persuaded that an insistence on university training should not stand in
the way of those whom the Lord has called to work for him. Neither
does an academic qualiﬁcation in itself ensure that a person will
be equipped for gospel ministry. Nevertheless, academic training
and accreditation may have real value – in developing a minister’s
mind and thinking ability; in helping to keep up with today’s sophisticated world; and in opening the door to further studies. For these
and other reasons, SGTS, as a faculty of the University of Africa,
will offer programmes characterized by academic excellence and
leading to accredited qualiﬁcations (e.g. Bachelor of Theology, Diploma in Theology). Programmes will be accredited initially by the
Zambian Department of Education.
Our approach: distance learning with a difference
Being a full time, resident student at a university or theological
seminary has many attractions.

continued on page 20
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Programmes Offered
SGTS recognizes that prospective students have a wide range of
backgrounds and callings. Some wish only to deepen their personal knowledge of God and his word; others are called to lay ministry
within a local church; others are called to full time pastoral ministry.
In order to accommodate these various needs, SGTS offers a range
of programmes based on different selections from the complete set
of modules available. Prospective students should consider their
own needs, callings and time commitments in order to choose a programme which will best equip them for the Lord’s service.
All four of the programmes offered by SGTS are accredited by the
Zambian Department of Education.
Individual Modules
Many people may wish to expand their knowledge of the Bible and
theology without committing themselves to a complete programme
of study. We accommodate this need by allowing students to register
for individual modules without registering for a qualiﬁcation.
Credit for these modules may be used towards a qualiﬁcation at a
later stage. Students must satisfy the prerequisites for any module
that they wish to register for.
Certiﬁcate in Theology
Purpose of qualiﬁcation The Certiﬁcate in Theology provides an introduction and overview to the main theological disciplines. It is suitable for Christians who want to deepen their knowledge of God and
enhance their own ministry to others.
Period of study The normal period of study for the Certiﬁcate in Theology is one year full time or two years part-time. This period may be
extended with the permission of the Seminary and the University.
Diploma in Theology
Purpose of qualiﬁcation The Diploma in Theology provides the student with an introduction to and grounding in the important areas of
theology (Biblical Studies, Systematic Theology, Church History, Practical Theology). It also offers the opportunity to extend this grounding
in one or two chosen areas. Biblical languages are not required for
the Diploma. This will be a suitable qualiﬁcation for various forms of
Christian service. It will also provide a good foundation for pastoral
ministry, provided it is supplemented by a additional study in practical
theology. However, applicants who are called to pastoral ministry are
urged to do a more advanced qualiﬁcation if at all possible.
Period of study The normal period of study for the Diploma in Theology is three years full time or four years part-time. This period may be
extended with the permission of the Seminary and the University.
Bachelor of Theology
Purpose of qualiﬁcation The Bachelor of Theology degree provides a
broad introduction to Christian Theology and equips the student with
the foundational knowledge and skills necessary for various forms
of Christian service (e.g. service within a local church; various forms
of mission work). The student is given a thorough grounding in the
central areas of theology (Biblical Studies, Systematic Theology) and
an introduction to other important areas (Biblical Languages, Church
History, Practical Theology). Issues concerning the Christian’s relationship to the broader society are also covered in some detail. This
qualiﬁcation will also provide a good foundation for pastoral ministry,
but applicants who are called to pastoral ministry are urged to complete the BTh (Pastoral Ministry) if at all possible.
Period of study The normal period of study for the Bachelor of Theol18
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ogy is three years full time or ﬁve years part-time. This period may be
extended with the permission of the Seminary and the University.
Bachelor of Theology (Pastoral Ministry)
Purpose of qualiﬁcation The BTh (Pastoral Ministry) (Bachelor of
Theology in Pastoral Ministry) degree provides a more thorough introduction to Christian theology and aims to equip the student with
the knowledge and skills necessary for pastoral ministry within a local church. The student is given a thorough grounding in all of the
main areas of theology (Biblical Languages; Biblical Studies; Systematic Theology; Church History; Practical Theology). Issues concerning the Christian’s relationship to the broader society are also considered in some detail.
Period of study The normal period of study for the Bachelor of Theology (Pastoral Ministry) is four years full time or six years part-time.
This period may be extended with the permission of the Seminary and
the University.
Fees
Fees are made up of two components: tuition fees and prescribed
books. The cost of prescribed books (at competitive rates) is included
in fees payable to the University, and the University will supply these
books to students together with other study materials. The reason
for this arrangement is to allow students to begin with their studies
as soon as they have received their study material, rather than still
having to order prescribed books and wait weeks or even months for
the books to arrive.
If a student registers for all the ﬁrst year modules (as set out in Table
10) together, the tuition fees are R6750 (or equivalent in local currency). Tuition fees for individual modules are set out in the table below.
Total fees payable to the University are calculated by adding the cost
of prescribed books to the tuition fees for the relevant modules.
Fees for ﬁrst year modules 2007-2008

* Includes 10 excellent books that will be an asset in any Christian’s
library.
Note: Fees area quoted in South African Rands, but may be paid in
the equivalent in local currency.
Payment schedule
First payment: 10% of the total cost for the year must be paid when
submitting the application. This amount will be refunded if the application is declined.
Second payment: a further payment of at least 40% of the total cost
for the year must be paid when notiﬁcation is received that the application has been accepted. As soon as this amount is received the
student will be registered and the study material dispatched.
Balance: The remaining 50% must be paid in not more than ﬁve
monthly instalments starting from the end of September 2007 and ﬁnishing not later than 31 January 2008.
Example: As an example, let us say that a student wishes to register
for all of the ﬁrst year modules. The total amount due will be R8490.00
and the payment schedule will be
continued on page 19

when it comes to the
doctrine of the baptism
of the Holy Spirit.
There are those who
are satisﬁed by and
with the fact that they
were baptized with
the Holy Spirit at their
Velia and Bruce Button; Wimpie and Henri
Marais; Gina and Izak Murray; Hendriëtte and conversion, as a result
Jacobus de Koning.
they do not worry of living that life of faith and
ﬁre for God presently. To them baptism is a once-off experience,
you do not need to worry of living it for the glory of God any longer,
it was only needed at the times of the apostles when the Church
was at the ﬁrst edge, “oh ya,” they say, “it was only needed when
the Church was worshiping at Christians homes, now we have the
church buildings and other comfort zones, now we have the best
Bible schools and graduate pastors with both biblical, theological
and logical knowledge etc.” They say it came once and is gone. Of
course we will meet it in heaven when we get there, they say!
Then there are those who believe in a second experience, which is
experienced at some time early, then it dimmed and was re-experienced again some time later when one wants or needs it – these
individuals are confusing personal experiences with biblical teachings and historical evidences on the subject. To them baptism is
a second experience rather than being a life of unquenched ﬁre
brought by the Holy Sprit in baptism, begun to burn in us from the
day it had happened to us and continue to be believed and lived by
faith.
Then there are those of us who believe that Holy Spirit baptism is
a life of faith and ﬁre experienced by a Christian at a speciﬁc time
and is a continuing burning ﬁre, giving us no rest in our continuing
witnessing unto Jesus (living his life and sharing it) both in Jerusalem (our homes), and in all Judea (our neighbouring), and Samaria
(beyond our borders), and unto the uttermost part of the earth. It
is an energetic empowering life of the blessed Trinity until Christ
comes back to remove us from this world to yonder (Acts 1:6-8).
Baptism is the means, we are the vehicle through which the presence of Christ and the life of the Holy Spirit is living. It is only being
witnessed by those who are saturated with God; Holy Spirit baptism is a life giving force and a heart penetrating ﬁre. We need its
rare unction and a God-centred shower of faith lived by men and
women who have truly and personally experienced a true washing
of regeneration and renewal of God the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5).
Just as reformation is a sharpener and reﬁner of true Christian
belief, transformation is a result of a life lived by true Christians
who’s mind has been renewed (Romans 12:2). Prayers have been
the action of life creating force in believers, while true Christian
plans have been the reaction of that life. Just as the baptism of
the Holy Spirit has been the sovereign work of God in grace, living
that life of grace and bearing that mark is truly the responsibility of
all true Christians who live by faith. One may want to know as to
when, where and how have another person has been baptized with
the Holy Spirit “theoretically.” That question of time and places is
no longer essential than the evidences which are practical and a
pointing tools, in other words, verbal are words of mouth, but actions are fruits. Do those who claim Holy Spirit’s baptism, live the
baptismal life presently? Has he / she been (from the very beginning
of his / her Christian life up to know) experiencing the life of faith in
Christ, and is he / she full of ﬁre for God and holiness? Is there any

power and inward witness in his / her actions which matches his /
her claims operating from internally to externally toward eternally?
Remember, by their fruit, you will know them (Matthew 7:20). And
the fruits of the Spirit (not the gift) are love, joy, peace... (Galatians
5:22).
Reformation in Isaiah 58:6–12
Isaiah has been telling us in 58:1-5 how the non-reformed world
think (remember, what you think is always a reaction resulting from
what you believe and how you understand life, while what you live
is a reaction resulting from what you think). In 58:6-7 Isaiah is telling us how reformed Christians are ought to think and act. While
in 58:8-11 we are given the result of true reformation and – best of
all – in 58:12, we are taught how the descendents of true reformer
will be doing and called. Isaiah is saying; “...And they that shall be
of thee shall (re)build (reform – okutungulula) the old waste places:
thou shalt raise up (yambula po) the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The
restorer of paths to dwell in” (KJV). The word reform in Oshiwambo
is okutungulula – the word reformer ovatungululi – while the word
reformation is etungululo.
The very God who demanded reformation of mind / understanding
(etungululo lomadiladilo / udeko) in the book of Isaiah, is telling His
people through the prophet Jeremiah that they must reform their
ways (etungululo lomikalo / eendjila) before He roots them out of
the Land (Jeremiah 7:3, 5; 8:11; 26:13) – NIV. While they were waiting for transformation from God, God was waiting for reformation
from them before he gave them revival.
Transformation in Romans 12:2
Romans 12:1–16:27 is the practical result of Romans 1:1–11:36,
which is doctrinal – a life driving force. From Romans 1:1–11:36,
Paul has thoroughly dealt with Christian doctrine, he shows us
what to believe and how to believe it. Christianity is not just a belief, but a belief in someone (a belief in the existing God). She has
a manner, a method and a message in which she believes. Romans
12:1-16:27 therefore are practical chapters of appeal, and a result of
understanding and believing the ﬁrst 11 doctrinal chapters. What
Paul is saying in Romans 12:1–16:27 is this: that, if you understand
me in my ﬁrst eleven chapters and believe, then here is the manner
which you must live. You cannot tell me that you believe in what
you do not live. Believing is made alive by living.
So Romans 12:1-2 is a key to the teaching of transformation, it starts
like this (12:1): “I therefore urge you, brothers, in view of God’s
mercies, to offer your bodies as living sacriﬁces that are holy and
pleasing to God, for this is the reasonable way (of worship) for you
to worship. 2 Do not be conformed to (the pattern of) the world, but
continually be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that
you may be able to determine what God’s will is – what is proper,
pleasing, and perfect (ISV). You see that transformation here and
elsewhere is not a cause, but a practical result of doctrinal reformation. Remember, according to Romans 12:2, Christians are
transformed by the renewal of their mind. And because of that,
they are able to determine what God’s will is; what is proper, pleasing, and perfect. So ever since is biblical reformation the cause
of biblical renewal (new mindset) and the renewal of our mind is
the cause of this very beloved word “transformation.” One cannot
talk about transformation without bringing in renewal of mind and
you cannot talk of renewal (new mindset) without the doctrine of
reformation. Reformation is an old doctrine, but it doesn’t develop
an old mindset. Deformation and decay does, but not reformation
and regeneration!
continued on page 08
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Reformation transforms
the air, and over every living thing that moved
Reformation does always give people a Chrisupon the earth.” Well in Colossians 1:10 the
tian world view – yes a biblical new mindset.
Bible is saying: “...That ye might walk worthy
If you knew in which condition Germany was
of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in
when Martin Luther nailed up the ninety-ﬁve
every good work, and increasing in the knowltheses with a purpose to challenge the thinkedge of God...” So truth and biblical teaching
ing of the people of his days, then you would
is a reformed one, it is a show me your faith
realize how important and what a biblical
and its works, for faith without works is dead
mindset is all about. It has not much to do
(James 2:17). Remember, we are saved by
Bible study at Evangelical Baptist Church
with what one says about himself or herself Monte Christo (a fellowship lived under the grace through faith, but called to be fruitful in
and all other things, but is the fruit of it, it al- life of faith and the inﬂuences of ﬁre for our every good work.
God)
ways gives your next generation a new hope
Third, they must learn that fruits are not gifts
and better future. In the case of Dr. Luther, Protestant Reformation and gifts are not more important and vital than fruits. The subject
was born in Germany and the doctrine of justiﬁcation by faith – to of gifts has overtaken and impressed many non-reformed Christian
mention but a few. I do not have time to tell you the reason why in the world. They do not understand at all yet that, 1 Corinthians 12
Germanys are so strong people up to this day, they have a strong and 14 are bound together by chapter 13. And that while chapter 12
mindset, which was born and brought up as a result of Protestant is dealing with the different type of gifts and 14 is telling us how to
Reformation as you know. Germany is one of the nations which use those gifts, chapter 13 is balancing them with fruits. So Paul is
is ahead of others with a hard work at heart. Wherever you ﬁnd saying in 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 –
them, they are job creators and not job seekers. If you want strong “If I speak in the tongues of humans and angels (tongues are gifts)
watches, and unwavering shoes etc, just go to any German Shop but have no love (love is not a gift but a fruit), I have become a re– you will get genuine and lasting things. Before reformation Ger- verberating gong or a clashing cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy
mans were very lazy people, illiterate and good for nothing. But and can understand all secrets and every form of knowledge, and
now, to God be the glory, for Martin Luther was born and reborn if I have absolute faith so as to move mountains but have no love,
with a new and biblical mindset. Germany and the world beyond its I am nothing. Even if I give away all that I have and surrender my
borders are eating the fruits of that reformation up to now, though body so that I may boast but have no love, I get nothing out of it.
not many who are born again presently – read history for your own “Love is always patient, love is always kind, love is never envious
interest.
or vaunted up with pride. Nor is she conceited, and never is she
rude, never does she think of self or ever get annoyed. She never
So when I read history in biblical, theological and logical order, is resentful, is she never glad with sin, but always glad to side with
then one can no longer tell me that Namibian people are poor, illit- truth, whenever the truth should win. She bears up under everyerate and good for nothing. This is why we have to put up Mission thing, believes the best in all, there is no limit to her hope, and nevStations like Ongha. It is just to help our people to understand one er will she fall. Love (fruit) never fails. Now if there are prophecies
thing, namely God’s will for their lives under the same teachings (gift), they will be done away with. If there are tongues (gift), they
(Reformation which leads to the continual transformation by the re- will cease. If there is knowledge (gift), it will be done away with.”
newal of biblical mindset, till they are able to determine what really You must never forget as I say that, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
God’s will is – what is proper, pleasing, and perfect). I mean, we peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and
have put up this Mission Stations to help our people to understand self-control. There is no law against such things (Galatians 5:22-23)
and that “...by their fruit you will know them...”
First, their need for salvation – which is a compulsory matter, this Fourth, our people must be informed that what requires the Devil to
is very important truth. However, there is another vital and very win, is for born again Christians to be fruitless. It requires Chrisimportant truth and that is the understanding of our former position tians to adopt the mentality of being quiet even at the right times.
in Adam and our new and present position in Christ. For our people Christians to learn to say nothing in any situation and do nothing
to win the case of faith and life, they have and need to understand even when Christianity faces risks and at the stake, the Devil is
Colossians 1:12-14, where Paul tells us what we have to and must ever happy. As long as Christian Churches go about business as
be: “...always giving thanks to the Father, who has qualiﬁed us to usual, answering questions people never asked and debate about
share in the inheritance of the saints in light: who has delivered issues no longer relevant to our time and context, the Devil will not
us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom be disturbed as long as we are being separated by the non-essenof his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness tial issues to salvation. Issues like head-covering, eating pork and
of sins (ISV). The very vital and very important truth here is that cross-cultural marriages, etc.
we are qualiﬁed by God – even when and where other people disqualiﬁed us. God has delivered us from the domain of darkness Just as one Muslim had said, “If you want me to inﬂuence someone
and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son. So every to Islamic Faith, give him / her to me when he/she is seven years
Christian must know that he / she is no longer the person he / she old.” Than a Communist said, “No no, seven years old is too late,
was long ago, there is a change of mind in him / her and a change give him / her to me when he / she is three years old to make him
of nature. He / she is now a new creature with a new position and / her a Communist and you will have difﬁculty to change him / her
a new destination.
from Communism.” I realized how true the Bible is, which instructs
Second, they must learn that faith without work is dead (James us to train up our children in the way they should go (while they are
2:17). God did not do this for us to remain fruitless. Wherever you young): and when they are old, they will not depart from its teachare and whatever you do, you must know that God did not save you ings (Proverbs 22:6). And for that very reason I resolved and fully
and call you to be fruitless. He calls us to be fruitful. The Bible is preoccupied myself with evangelizing even to young people with
saying in Genesis 1:28: “And God blessed them, and God said unto an exclamation; give him / her to me while he / she is young, able
them, be fruitful and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue to read the Bible – then I will inﬂuence him / her to be a Reformed /
it and have dominion over the ﬁsh of the sea, and over the fowl of Evangelical Christian, with a new
continued on page 09

NQF level 6 is the exit level for a Bachelor’s degree.
• The Points score indicates the volume of work associated with a
particular module. Each point represents 10 hours of work for an “average student.” The point score for each module indicates the total
number of hours of work required for the module, including reading,
assignments and examinations. Students will naturally differ greatly
in the time which they require to master the material. Nevertheless,
the point score gives some indication of the volume of work required
for each subject.
• The Prerequisites are cumulative. For example, ST 1 is a prerequisite for ST 2, and ST 2 is a prerequisite for ST 3. This means that both
ST 1 and ST 2 must be completed before registering for ST 3, even
though only ST 2 is listed as a prerequisite for ST 3.

08

• Foundation modules (listed in the “Prerequisites” column) consist
of FT 1; O&NT 1A; PT 1; CT 1. These modules provide knowledge and
skills that are essential to most of the other modules; they are therefore a prerequisite for most of the other modules.
• The + sign next to certain modules in the prerequisites column indicates that that module must at least be taken concurrently with the
module it is a prerequisite for. E.g. if a student wishes to register for
NT 2 and ST 1 has not been completed, then ST 1 must be taken at the
same time as NT 2.
• The year indicated in the Available from column indicates the academic year in which the relevant module will ﬁrst be available. E.g.
Critical Thinking (CT 1) will ﬁrst be available in the 2007-2008 academic year (indicated simply by 2007).

continued on page 18
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A Proﬁle of Free Grace Baptist Church
continued from page 15

other good books, then meet together once each month to discuss
them. We have extremely stimulating and challenging times working through the likes of R C Sproul, Francis Schaeffer, John Piper,
C S Lewis, Athanasius, etc.
Church Facility. We still meet in the Parkrand Primary School hall
and are praying for the funds and opportunity to establish ourselves
more visibly in the community with a church building of our own.
While the road behind us has had its share of bumps, disappointments and frustrations we have known more blessing than hard-

ship. Over the years there have been members who have moved,
some to new towns and others have immigrated to new countries
but they are actively serving the Lord. We know that “in all things
God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been
called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28). Our history as a
Church reﬂects how He has led, cared for and sustained us. We
are committed to one another and will continue to trust our Saviour
Jesus for the future as we encourage one another, reach out to the
lost and love and serve Him in Boksburg and anywhere else He may
call us.
– Diane Watt

Jeff & Deborah Gage

Jeff & Deborah Gage
Jeff & Deborah met at Bible College, graduated together in 1989
and married two weeks later. Jeff’s ﬁrst ministry was as a youth
pastor Miami, Florida (USA). After 11⁄2 years they moved to Ft.
Lauderdale, Florida where Jeff was Assistant Pastor and less
than a year later became the Senior Pastor for nearly 7 years. All
four of their children were born while in Ft. Lauderdale. Caleb is
now 16 yrs old, Joseph 13 yrs, Rebecca 12 yrs. and Rachel 9 yrs.
While pastoring there, Jeff had opportunity to audit classes at
Knox Theological Seminary where his theology began to reform.
As a result of this change the Gages felt the need to take a sabbatical from ministry and move to a Reformed church where they
could solidify and conﬁrm this change. This led them to Audubon
Drive Bible Church in Laurel, Mississippi in 1998. This church offered theological training for men called to ministry and also had

a classical Christian school for their boys to attend. Jeff became
the church administrator at ADBC. After 11⁄2 years in Mississippi
the elders of the church there conﬁrmed Jeff’s call to ministry and
encouraged him to return to pastoring. Jeff preached at a couple
of churches in need of a pastor during this time but the Lord didn’t
lead him to either of these churches.
In October 1998 Martin Holdt was the guest speaker at the Reformation Conference at ADBC. Martin mentioned to their pastor
that a church in Boksburg, South Africa was in need of a pastor.
Jeff was recommended, put in contact with Free Grace Baptist
Church in Boksburg, invited to candidate, was called to be their
pastor and the Gages agreed. The Gages moved to South Africa
and began their ministry April 2000.
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Academic Advisory Board
The Academic Advisory Board is appointed by Sola
5, with two additional members representing the University of Africa (UA). Currently serving members of
this Board are Christo Beetge, Bruce Button, Jacobus de Koning, Ronald Kalifungwa, Manfried Köster,
Conrad Mbewe, Otto Müller, Laban Mwashakele,
Bruce Button Joachim Rieck, Irving Steggles, Hein Strauss, Doug
van Meter, Errol Wagner, Kobus du Plessis (UA), and
Stephen Grech (UA).
Administrative Board
This Board is made up of three directors appointed by the university, three directors appointed by Sola 5, and two full time directors of
SGTS. Currently-serving members of this Board are: Kobus du Plessis
(UA), Stephen Grech (UA), Willem Zaaiman (UA), Ronald Kalifungwa
(S5), Irving Steggles (S5), Hein Strauss (S5), Bruce Button (SGTS), and
Jacobus de Koning (SGTS).
Academic staff
At present the seminary has two full time lecturers. A short sketch of
each of them is given below.
Bruce Button (BSc[Hons]; HDipEd[PG]; DipTh; HonsBA; MA) grew up
in Johannesburg, South Africa. After matriculating in Johannesburg
he studied science and teaching at Wits University. He worked for
ﬁve years as a teacher and a scientist and then completed his basic
theological education at the Baptist Theological College in Johannesburg. Bruce served as pastor from 1994 to 2006 in Centurion, Durban
and Pretoria; he is presently an elder in the Antipas Reformed Baptist
16

Church in Pretoria. He is married to Vehlia and they
have four daughters. Bruce is currently completing
his PhD degree in New Testament through the NorthWest University.
Jacobus de Koning (BA; BTh; MTh) grew up in Windhoek, Namibia, where he completed his secondary
Jacobus de
schooling. Immediately after matriculating he went
Koning
to the University of Stellenbosch, where he studied
for the ministry. From 1995 to 2006 he served as a pastor in Katima
Mulilo, Windhoek and Pretoria. Jacobus is presently an elder in the
Antipas Reformed Baptist Church in Pretoria. He is married to Hendriëtte and they have two sons and two daughters. Jacobus is currently completing his PhD degree in Systematic Theology through the
North-west University.
Regional contact details
Prospectuses and application forms can be obtained from these addresses.
Harare: Tel. +263 (091) 272-4168; PO Box 7555 Harare, Zimbabwe.
Lusaka: Tel. +260 (01) 25-0054; Lusaka Baptist Church PO Box 30636
Lusaka, Zambia.
Windhoek: Tel. +264 (061) 22-1445; PO Box 21954 Windhoek, Namibia.
Subjects and Modules Offered
A complete list of modules offered by SGTS is given in the table.
Please take note of the following points when interpreting the table:
• The NQF level refers to the South African National Qualiﬁcations
framework level by which qualiﬁcations are evaluated. NQF level 5 is
the ﬁrst level of tertiary education and
continued on page 17
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mind re-shaped and biblically re-settled.

to obey everything Jesus commanded... and
for sure, He is with us to the very end of the
age (Matthew 28:16-20). Even in this case,
Jesus who sent us is present as he promised, and is suffering with his Church, so we
mustn’t ﬁght too hard for Him, but rather let
Him ﬁght harder for us.

Most of our Churches have those types of
young boys and girls for that reason. The
second reason we evangelize young people
is that Evangelical Baptist Mission in Namibia
has been served better by those who were
converted while they were young. Just as
it is a difﬁcult thing to teach an old dog new
We have been helping men – pastors / eltricks, so is it difﬁcult to teach an older perders and deacons – time and again through
son a reformed and biblical new mindset. It
Namibia Grace Minister’s Conference. Over
requires time, patience and enough grace to
informing of men may happen and leave
help them seeing the light. The doctrine of
women far behind; uniformed in such a way
Ongha Mission Station with a purpose of
reformation which is the major tool in devel- reaching both young and older – under the that future will tear their homes asunder. This
oping a new mindset in a non-reformed world
is why I say we do not only need to know
life of faith and biblical reformation
– till we are all transformed by the renewal
the times, but we must underline the need of
of that new mind set – is a hard and an unloved doctrine. God the those times. For instance, apart from all the good help our wives
heavenly father must just give us enough grace to endure hardship get from Mrs Elizabeth George’s books on Christian women (After
and do this work of evangelism in His Son’s name.
God’s own heart etc.), what else have we done as Reformed Christians to help our pastor’s, elder’s, deacon’s and godly men’s’ wives?
If there is anything we want you to pray for on our behalf, brethren, It seems that we are too busy up lifting one side and neglecting the
it is spiritual re-awakening, revival under biblical mind re-shaped. other side. Yes, this year we will have another conference (see
We need people who know the time – in the context of eternity below) of this nature like last year’s which we want you to pray for
– and what to do with time. We need another generation like that very much.
of the tribe of Issachar whom the Bible has told us about in 1 Chron- We need women who know what a life of faith is, not necessarily
icles 12:32 were we read: “...And of the children of Issachar, which those of eloquence who may be able to develop beauty of language
were men that had understanding of the times, men who know but cannot live what they say.
what Israel (are) ought to do; the heads of them were two hundred;
and all their brethrens were at their commandment.” Yes, knowing Conferences
both the time and the need in relation to God and men, and knowing Oh yes, apart from our local Church Easter’s Conferences, local
the subject and the audience entrusted in his / her hands by God as Church Ascension’s Sundays and local Church Pentecost’s Sunwell as the goals of true Christian Ministry, true Christian Mission days, we always have other general conferences. Even in this year
and true Christian Message is very important, dear brethren. If you 2007 we will have consecutive conferences, and these conferknow your time, and the need of that time, for sure you will be able ences are:
to serve your people far better in a great measure.
The ﬁrst conference is: Namibia Grace Minister’s Conference (that
In one of the pictures is a church that started small in Walvis Bay. is pastors, elders, deacons and godly church men’s conference)
Little by little, as she grew, she hired a place in one of her member’s which starts on the 1st and lasts till the 3rd of August 2007; at Evanyard to put up a room ﬁt for only about 55 people. But now, the gelical Baptist Church. Monte Christo, Windhoek, Namibia.
fellowship has grown and she has to hold her services outside the
building with no roof to cover them and shade to protect them from Pastors, elders, deacons and godly church men will arrive on the
the heat of the sun and the affect of the coastal weather. Near 30th July 2007 (Monday evening). We will start early Tuesday
by the place of worship is a shebeen. When the church starts, morning the 31st with pastoral fellowship, peaceful proposals of
the shebeen owner of course closes his music (and we thank God ideas related to Evangelical Baptist Churches, local Evangelical
for that). In relation to future – one may want to know as to how Baptist Mission, regional and national Evangelical Baptist Convenlong will it be like this? Well, it is a matter of prayers, the point I tion (and approvals where possible). Then start the conference
am trying to make is this: Everything you do has a challenge linked early Wednesday on the 1st to the 3rd of August if God permits it.
to tithe, time and talent. We are all ﬁghting an old enemy, who
doesn’t leave us unchallenged till death do us apart. I have been Wednesday the 1st is day one when the conference starts at 5:00
hearing some people saying, “Well, Reformed brethren in Namibia am with private devotional prayer;
(and especially pastor Laban yaMwashekele) are getting well and at 7:00 am is bathing time;
as a result they are doing far better when it comes to ministries and at 8:00 am is breakfast;
missions.” That is a one third truth. The whole truth is not told, and at 9:00 am with teachings up to 12:00 am.
it is that we have our own shortcomings too. Good and godly men
are rare. I mean men who are practical, patient, who can stand the 1) The ﬁrst speaker will be: Christo Beetge (elder at Brackenhurst
test of times like this, people who can bear the heat of the sun (in Baptist Church in Alberton, close to Johannesburg). He will be
open air services every Sunday morning and evening), saints who speaking on the theme Pastoral Theology I: The pastor / elder, deacan cope with the rain and different kinds of weather like that of the con and church godly man’s personal life.
sea shore of Walvis Bay are far more rare.
2) The second speaker will be: Horst... a Missionary of SAM among
Muslims in the RSA (based in Cape Town). He will be speaking on
Nevertheless pray for us, we are not called to build buildings – even the theme How to reach and evangelize Muslims I: Are Muslims
though we do so many times. Our main mission and great commis- sinners like others, do they also want to go to heaven, and if so, do
sion is to go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the they need Jesus Christ like all of us? [On the 1st day as from 14:00
name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Then teaching them pm up to 16:00 pm Wednesday]
continued on page 10
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A Proﬁle of Free Grace Baptist Church

3) The third speaker will be: Neels de Jager
– Neels is the founder and director of FCE
(Foundation For Cross-Cultural Education) –
based in RSA; or on his behalf, his director for
Africa (based in Zambia). We have negotiated
this with Dirk Grobbelaar, their representative
in Namibia. Neels will speak on the subject
The life of faith I: In relation to re-shaping our
thinking about ourselves, about our world and
about the Triune God (in three persons) [On
the 1st day at 18:00 pm till 20:00 pm]

The people of the city of Boksburg in
South Africa needed to hear “The Doctrines of God’s Grace” proclaimed boldly, fully and freely. There was a nucleus
of people who were ﬁnding it more and
more difﬁcult to ﬁt into the “neutral”
churches where it was evident there
was an anti-reformed shift. So out of
necessity Free Grace Baptist was born.
On Sunday 12th January 1992, in the
Parkrand Primary School Hall, 12 people
gathered for worship.

continued from page 09

and meNdamona chair the meeting).
At 18:00 pm with preaching up to 20:00 pm.
Your evening speaker is meMarcelle Rieck on
the subject: Biblical womanhood (1).

Worship service outdoors in Namport, Walvis
Bay – close to a shebeen (see text)

Thursday the 2nd is day two, following the same programme as for
day one. The respective teachers will elaborate further on their
topics, as follows:
Christo Beetge – Pastoral Theology II: The pastor / elder, deacon
and godly man’s personal family;
Horst – How to reach and evangelize Muslims II: Who will tell them
about Christ if Christians fear them, and they seem to hate Christians and promise to suicide bombing them till the world fall in to
their hands?
Neels de Jager – The life of faith II: In relation to re-shape our mission – how can we properly identify, properly train, and properly
send with a purpose of properly affect the ﬁeld of labour (turning
this world upside down).
Friday the 3rd is day three:
Christo Beetge – Pastoral Theology III: The pastor / elder, deacon
and church man’s personal folk;
Horst – How to reach and evangelize Muslims III: Are Muslims
friendly people, can they listen to us, and if yes, how can we introduce a religious topic and especially present Christ to them efﬁciently?
Neels de Jager – The life of faith III: In relation to re-shape our
living lives of faith – how can a missionary, pastor, elder, deacon
or godly person prove to others that there is such a thing as life of
faith. Can he / she prove it by practical example, lives it as he / she
verbally teaches it?
The Conference’s cost will be N$100/150 for ﬁve days.
The second conference will be our National Baptist Youth Camp,
starting on the 17th to the 20th August 2007 at Youth for Christ,
Hodygos, Okahandja, Namibia.
The third conference is called Sola 5 Conference (an association of
God-centred evangelicals in southern Africa), which will be held in
the Republic of Zambia this year, starting on the 30th August up to
the 2nd September 2007 in Lusaka.
The fourth and last conference is for pastors’ / elders’ / deacons’
and church godly men’s wives (Women’s Conference) which will
start on the 15th to the 20th October 2007 at Evangelical Baptist
Church, Monte Christo, Windhoek, Namibia.
Monday the 15th is the arrival day.
Tuesday the 16th is a general meeting – peaceful debate and practical delegating (e.g. how did the elected people perform) etc.
Wednesday the 17th is day one, when the conference starts at 5:00
am with private devotional prayer at 7:00 am is bathing time at 8:00
am is breakfast and at 9:00 with teachings up to 12:00 am.
Your morning speaker is meHilma Lisako on the subject: Woman
and the life of prayer – using biblical examples.
Then at 14:00 pm with practical discussion up to 16:00 pm (meHileni
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Thursday the 18th is day two.
Your morning speaker is meLouisa Beukes on
the subject: Woman and the life of personal
devotion – using biblical examples.
At 14:00 pm with practical discussion up to
16:00 pm (meHileni and meNdamona chair

the meeting.
Then 18:00 pm with preaching up to 20:00 pm.
Your evening speaker is meMarcelle Rieck on the subject: Biblical
womanhood (2).

Friday the 19th is day three.
Your morning speaker is meVangee Muundjua on the subject:
Woman and the life of fruitful living (at home, in the Church and at
work) – using biblical examples.
At 14:00 pm with practical discussion up to 16:00 pm (meHileni and
meNdamona chair the meeting
Than 18:00 pm with preaching up to 20:00 pm.
Your evening speaker is meMarcelle Rieck on the subject: Biblical
womanhood (3).
Saturday the 20th is the day of departure (returning to their
homes)
Requirements: It is compulsory that all leader and elders’ wives as
well as women who have positions in Churches and Mission (as
women) must attend the conference. Big girls from 20 years old
upward must also attend the conference – for the preparation of
their future estates.
The Conference’s cost will be N$100/150 for the ﬁve days
To give you an identical picture of what we do in our Youth Camp,
I must say, we organize preachers with the gift and capability to
expound Scripture with a purpose to help our young generation to
see and discover for themselves the need of biblical conversion
– true regeneration, repentance and renewal of the mind in midst
of religious confusions. You must remember that many Christian’s
children are often confused. What confuses them mostly is the notion of being born in a Christian home. Many do think that because
they are born in a Christian home and brought up in a Christian
Church, they are qualiﬁed for heaven. They think that these are
enough, of course then they learn all the tricks related to Christian
worship and church services. They do even enforce themselves
in queue to be baptized, or at many times their own parents force
them to be baptised and apply for church membership when other
true converts are being baptized and accepted into Church membership. When they themselves or their own parents tricked them
into the life of the church, what happen is:
1) Many are being baptized under false confession and live a pretending life; so what will happen when they die, they are the ﬁrst to
go to hell straight away. And who is to be blamed? The shepherd
who didn’t take care of the sheep very seriously. And I as a pastor know these; this is why we have to organize a meeting like this
with a purpose to re-challenge and re-shufﬂe their thinking before
it is too late. We all know what it means to be too late. The experienced preacher knew very well how to help pretenders and
false confessors to repent and return to God. I personally have
witnessed a lot of tears from the eyes of some young people when
they are truly convicted by God the Holy Spirit. continued on page 11

Caleb, Rachel, Jeff, Deborah, Joseph & Rebecca Gage

Les Nieuwoudt who led the group was in contact with the then
Chairman of the RBA, Rev. Martin Holdt. He offered his help and
support to the ﬂedgling church. Through this association Glen
Schentke, an elder from Lynnwood, became our preaching elder,
teaching us faithfully and proﬁtably every Sunday morning for the
next three years. The preachers for the evening services came
from other RBA churches. This association with the larger RBA
family in the early years was vital in encouraging the Church and
we are truly grateful to the Lord for the men who were dedicated
and willing to share God’s Word with us.
On the 6th November 1994, Free Grace was formally constituted.
There was a Baptismal Service and the adding of new members
amid much rejoicing.
Over the years our Lord has made sure that there have been
dedicated and capable men in leadership and this has helped to
strengthen the church’s ministry. Under this leadership we reached
another red lettered day in our history – the arrival of our ﬁrst fulltime pastor! Not only did the Lord send us an under-shepherd but
one of His choicest. Since April of 2000 we have enjoyed a “feast”
of teaching and have witnessed growth in people’s lives that can
only be the result of the work of the Holy Spirit as His children respond in obedience to the Word.
What are we doing today? Seven years later we are keeping true
to our motto “Disciples making Disciples.” How...? In addition to
the normal Sunday meetings there are a number of ministries happening, some on a weekly basis, and others on a monthly basis, as
outlined below.
Gospel Taxi Ministry. This was originally a ministry of the Methodist Church in Benoni but has been handed over to the men of
our church. The team of men visit the main taxi ranks where they
hand out audio cassette tapes of the Gospel message and music
to taxi drivers who then play them for their ‘captive audiences’ as
they journey to and from town. This has been an amazing tool for
reaching out to unbelievers. There are often opportunities for oneon-one sharing of the Good News on these Saturday mornings, and
tracts are handed out to commuters, hawkers, and drivers.
Men’s Fellowship. Our men folk get together as often as they can
with a view to just encouraging one another as they face life as
men, husbands, fathers, bosses, workers and the demands made
on them. Life in the corporate world can be testing and challenging and to be able to fellowship with Christian brothers is a good
thing.
Women’s Fellowship. Women are always ready to have a gathering. There is a meeting every month where the women have breakfast together, learn a new craft, or have a visiting speaker. There
is a strong commitment to learning to be the women God wants

us to be in a world that tempts us away
from our homes, encourages us to neglect our children and make demands of
our husbands that are not God honouring. Mentoring and encouraging each
other in the faith is high on the agenda.
The women also have a grocery ministry helping those in need. They provide
meals for those who are ill or are convalescing after surgery. Love boxes are
given to our members when they are ill
or are in need of a little extra
encouragement.

Hospital Visitation. Once a week three of our ladies do hospital
visitation. They visit, chat to and pray with many of the patients at
a local hospital. This ministry has been such an encouragement
to them as well as being of beneﬁt to those whom they visit. They
have been able to hand out thousands of tracts, bring comfort to
many and have shared the Good News with those who realize their
vulnerability and need of God’s mercy. Often they are asked to
“stay a little longer” by the patients.
Creche Ministry. Bob Troughton and his wife Petro are involved in
a most precious ministry. When Bob retired some years ago he did
not just want to “change gears,” he wanted to do something for
his Lord. The Lord gave him a burden for sharing God’s Word with
children. So he and Petro visited churches and nursery schools in
Boksburg and asked for permission to come and tell Bible Stories
to the children. Armed with the most beautiful ﬂannel graph material they proclaim God’s Word to 600 children a week who perhaps would never hear it otherwise. Bob is affectionately known
as “Grandpa Story.” Another of our ladies is also involved in this
ministry and every time there is a report back, they have the most
wonderful incidents to relate. One day Heaven will reveal the fruit
of this ministry!
Ministry to Young Parents. A vital new ministry in the Church, this
has some exciting prospects both for Christians and for evangelism
of the lost. Our pastor is doing the series, “Shepherding a Child’s
Heart” which helps parents to understand how to raise their children God’s way. This course is offered not only to our Church members but to any one serious about their parenting and there has
been an amazing response.
Young People. Our young people have been joining Brackenhurst
Baptist’s young people on a Friday evening. This has been of great
beneﬁt to them and they have enjoyed the fellowship, instruction
and outings that have been planned. Attending the annual Power
Camp is a must with the young people now. There are plans afoot
to have our own Y.P. meetings on a Saturday in an effort to reach
the local young people for Christ but also to focus on discipling the
young people of the Church.
Zimbabwe. We have pledged support to a fellow body in Harare,
namely The Reformed Baptist Church of Harare under the leadership of Pastor Joseph Soko. The alliance came about as a result
of some of the reformed pastors from Sola 5’s involvement in training and teaching at the Zimbabwe Pastor’s Retreat. The needs of
our Zimbabwean brethren are so great and so we try to assist both
ﬁnancially and with our praying for them.
Theological Study Group. This group reads through classic Christian literature, theology and
continued on page 16
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I long to have my personal life saturated
with God, my family
baptised with love and
my church illuminated
by ﬁre from heaven.
So please pray for us.
Prayers for ﬁnancial
need
Mission in neighbouring country of Angola
The second thing you
is a must: this is why this bicycle is bought
need to pray for us is
and sent to assist our new mission work even
ﬁnancial. I personinside the Republic of Angola
ally would like to be
released from ﬁnancial concerns, but as you know, this will only
happen ﬁve to seven years to come. Of course our people are doing well when it comes to tithe; however, the responsibility is just
too much – some times beyond their strength.
We do not only have 25 missionaries all over the country and
amount of N$ 15000 is needed every month.
We have seven students at Namibia Evangelical Theological Seminary. Each one costs us round about N$33000 per year (that is N$
25000 yearly school fee and N$ 550 pocket money per month, N$
550 x 12 = N$ 6600 per student yearly). Apart from the seven who
are study theology inside the country, we also have one student
studying at FCE (Foundation for Cross-Cultural Education) in Zambia too for Christian Education. Remember we have three Christian
Schools going on. One is a Primary School at Ohamae, and two
pre-primary schools; one at Ondangwa and another one at Oshakati. So we need a qualiﬁed Christian teacher to run this institution
for the glory of God in Namibia.
We then do have a method of assisting local churches half way in
building their churches. If a local mission station come up with N$20
000 for their construction, we help them with the same amount. So
our responsibility is great. But I must tell you that there is one thing
we know, everywhere we go and this is that God has never failed
us yet. And I know, God was not only good to David who stayed in
the desert for years with six hundred solders surviving by grace
when Saul was hunting him and he never lacked any bread ( Ps
34:4-7, 17-20). I have no time, otherwise I will tell you about the life
of faith lived by a man called George Müller.
Of course I must thank those of you who support us with the little
you sent, and a special thanks goes to members of Monte Christo
– especially to those who have started small businesses within
their business to assist Evangelical Baptist Mission in Namibia.
Those of you who have been phoning me to give you our Account,
as I said; I can only do so when I am in my ofﬁce and can only do
so when I send out our News Letters. Now here is our accounts to
those who have requested it:
Our Building Fund:
Name of Account: Evangelical Baptist Church Building Fund
Name of the Bank: Bank Windhoek
Type of Acc: Cheque Account
Account No: 1170223101
Branch code: 482972
Branch name: Katutura, Windhoek, Namibia
Swift No: BWLINAXN
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Our Mission Fund:
Name of Account: Evangelical Baptist Convention
Name of the Bank: NED Bank
Account No: 11000110878
Type of Acc: Cheque Account
Branch code: 461038
Branch name: Independence Avenue, Windhoek, Namibia
Swift No: NEDSNANX
Those of you who want a ﬁnancial report, you can phone Mr. Christo Snyman at +264811278518 and ask him to send you our audited
annual report. He is one of our trustees. The accounts I give above
has only to do with those who have requested them. We never
want to beg money from anyone. Remember our Mission has been
run by faith, and I personally know what it means to have no monthly salary apart from God’s provision up to now. And if you ask me to
receive monthly salary, I will respond by saying “No”! Do not rob
me the joy of living by faith.
Lastly pray for practical need
Pray for those who came once or twice a year to help us practically.
There are men and women who do not want to hear only with ear
but come once a year to be part of the Mission in Namibia – men
like Bob Davey from England, who used to come and be with us for
three to four weeks, travelling with me, and do more preaching and
teaching. Such a man and his wife must be appreciated and since
I have nothing to give to them in return, apart from many words of
thanks, I am here appealing to you to pray for their healthy etc.
Pray also for Brother Peter and his wife Barbara Frey. He is the
one who help our students with a large portion of the theological
training fee. Pray for Pastor Isac Slivano and his secretary Mrs
Clementine Mkhatshwa who have been having us at their hearts.
They are the ones who administer and transfer those funds from
Brother Peter Frey. Pray also for me as I mediate between them
and the work here in Namibia. I do not like to work with money because many a time I have been seen as a dominator when I plead
with those who receive assistance from our donors to fully fulﬁl
their responsibilities. So they even went as far as to say, “Maybe
he (Laban) has enough money, this is why he does not want to be
paid.” The fact however is this: I can withdraw from being a mediator – and of course I may do so very soon. The question however is:
Will there be trust and enough patience between the two parties?
Finally: God bless you till we meet again!
On behalf of the Reformation in and
around Namibia
I am Laban yaMwashekele
Reformation in and around Namibia
P. O. Box 21899. Windhoek. Namibia
Tel/Fax: 264 61 262317
Cell: + 264 81 2629201
E-mail: labannam@africaonline.com.na
E-mobile:
264812629201@mtcmobile.
com.na
[Note by editor: Laban Mwashekele (member of the Sola 5 Steering Committee) speaks 7 languages, of which English counts under
the lesser-used ones. It was decided that editing his text severely
would result in losing an integral part of his pointed message]
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In many ways I have difﬁculty to comfort them
settle down – but time after time we leave our
because I myself sometimes ﬂood tears (too)
comfort zones and go to where the people
for joy – I do not know whether you have exlive and take the gospel to them. It is not an
perienced the sorrow of conviction and the
easy thing. You must not expect things to go
joy of conversion in your own personal life.
the way you always want as many mission2) Many young people who have been truly
ary like to see. It is a hard thing. When you
converted have their own difﬁculties too. One
go to a settlement, people will either chase
of these difﬁculties is that as they are studyyou away or test you to see whether you are
ing in secular schools, they have been misled
a truly missionary sent of God or not. They do
Fellowship in a bush area of the Northern
and misguided by worldly teachings either by
so by either delaying you to test your patience
Region – proof that a church can start and
teachers in class or by their fellow students
and your willingness to suffer for even 30 minas they debate outside the classes. Due to survive in an African hut, without a western utes or so. Remember our people are Afribuilding style...
the fact that many times they have not been
cans – people of a continent of no hurry. If
properly and thoroughly equipped (discipled),
you tell them about time, they ask you “where
they lose the argument and surrender themare you hurrying to? Go and come back, we
selves to the worldly debaters. This is very an
belong here, go... you will re-ﬁnd us.” See
important reason why we hold conferences
how they are enjoying time, one can preach
of such nature. Remember, we are from difthree hours, they do not worry... They have
ferent local churches – though most of us are
nowhere to go, they belong to Africa.
reformed, we are gifted differently. I can be a
Northern Region: church building, African
good preacher, yet not really able to help my
This reminds me of the apostle Peter, who
style!
young people in all areas as other pastors or
wanted to hurry up everything. I believe that
evangelists can do. So it is a healthy thing for all of us to mix our when Jesus said to them that they must go into the whole world
youth once a year and exchange preachers; and often our young and preach the gospel (Matthew 28:19-20), Peter was on his feet
people are helped by that. We invite you to acquire more informa- that day – wanting to proceed that moment. Till Jesus said to them:
tion related to the nature of our “Baptist Youth Conference.”
“The word Go doesn’t mean ‘That day.’” And, being assembled
together with them, he commanded them not to depart from JeruFor more information you can contact:
salem, but wait for the promise of the Father – which, said he, “ye
have heard of me. For John truly baptized with water, but ye shall
Central Namibia
be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days hence... But ye shall
Helena Lisako - Cell: +264812624249
receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye
John Silaiso - Cell: +264812616348
shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1:4-8).
Northern Namibia
So missionaries who are always in hurry will not like and bear with
Mightypower Mwashekele - Cell: +264813058659
what Jesus had said above, because western habit will not march
Supervised by Marinus de Bureise - Cell: +264812810330
with heavenly habit; just as many times African mentality will not
march with heavenly mentality.
Southern Namibia
Zeca Antonio - Cell: +264812436389
I wish all of us can have time with God the Father, time to listen to
Supervised by Marinus de Bureise - Cell: +264812810330
Jesus Christ and pay attention to God the Holy Spirit. Our problem
whether in Africa, Europe or America, is time with God. Talking of
Eastern Namibia
keeping time provokes me to ask three main questions: If we are
Lameka Mwewa - Cell: +264812122847
to keep time, is it to keep time for whom, when and why? I wish
Spencer Tjijenda - Cell: +264812937491
all of us can be friends of God, learn to be closer to Him than to
anyone else, talking and reporting to Him more than to anyone else,
Western Namibia
reasoning with Him more and more... Until God can say about us:
Marinus de Bureise - Cell: +264812810330
“But thou, Israel, my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the seed
Margat Walhelm - Cell: +264812746979
of Abraham my friend” (Isaiah 41:8). Or: “Now it came to pass after
the “death of Moses the servant of Jehovah,” that Jehovah spoke
Namibia Grace Minister’s Conference is all about motivations, unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ minister, saying, “Moses my
challenging and rekindling. We organize it to motivate our men, servant is dead, now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou and
challenging our deacons and rekindling our pastors / elders; then all this people, unto the land which I do give to them, even to the
send them off to the mission ﬁeld not only to go and live motivated children of Israel. Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread
lives, challenged and rekindled behaviour in this world where our upon, to you have I given it, as I spoke unto Moses” (Joshua 1:1Lord Jesus is expecting us to be the salt of the earth and the light 3).
of the world but to preach and teach the gospel which they themselves live. This is why the picture is showing you pastor Cally Prayers for spiritual need
Roussouw of Walvis Bay Baptist Church in action. He is so serious The ﬁrst thing you need to pray for us is revival. We are in a desin encouraging with enthusiasm as he tries to point us to God and perate need of biblical revival and awakening of the inner man. I
to the words of His grace.
have tested everything related to physical need like Solomon in
many areas of his life apart from many women and alcohol. But
On another photograph you see us holding an evangelist cam- everything is meaningless. Everything has failed me, I am totally
paign in Babylon, a constituent of Windhoek. We do not only enjoy submitting myself to God and prayers for spiritual penetration and
conferences and after that, we go back to our home places and an inner most break-through.
continued on page 14
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History
History of
of Lynnwood
Lynnwood Baptist
Baptist Church
Church
Pastor Bonang Lekoba
Readers may be aware that Kapambwe Nsenduluka’s repeated attempts to obtain a work permit
(which, as a Zambian, he needed to have) in Botswana met with no success. It was consequently
decided to move Pastor Lekoba from Francistown
(where he was initiating church planting work) to
Gabarone (where Kapambwe was to be the full time
pastor). Kapambwe submitted a handover report,
which is reproduced below.

vania, one of the churches organising our support in
the USA. I was also invited to attend camp at which
we were lavishly fed on rich spiritual food by Pastors Brian Stone and Ted Vinatieri. Lynnwood also
took the opportunity to inform me of the failure of
their attempts to obtain my work permit, news I had
got a few days before I left Botswana. I had a most
wonderful time with the saints at Lynnwood.

Pastor Lekoba’s Settling In
By the time I arrived, Pastor Lekoba had been in Gaborone for a few weeks only. We spent time looking
for simple ofﬁce furniture, upgrading the computer,
(it was about a generation or 2 behind) and shifting to the church
ofﬁce. This was ﬁnanced by the Missions Account (Zambia).
Handing over Responsibilities
I basically handed over to him the administrative issues and follow
up cases with some people I had been reaching out to. I urged him
not to lose the vision of planting a church in every urban settlement in Botswana (not just a mega Reformed Baptist Church in
the capital).
Francistown Church Planting Work
With the moving out of Pastor Lekoba, this work has virtually stopped. There is hope that with the transfer of Dr. Phanuel
Mweemba to Francistown, this work will be revived. But Phanuel
might not move to that town until August. Let us pray that it will be
easy for our brother to revive that work
Meetings with Pastors
I had the pleasure to meet with two pastors who have received
our work in Botswana with delight. Pastor James Mpopang, of
Naledi Baptist Fellowship (NBFC), a non English speaking Church,
wants to work with us. They have been involved with the youth in
the city but are not reformed. They want to change and they want
to be part of the Sola 5 family. I have already linked them with the
Sola 5 Secretariat. I was invited to preach at their church, a little
more than twice our size, and they have opened up doors for me
to minister there whenever in that country. We thank God for that.
Thankfully, Pastor Lekoba is a good friend of this pastor and willing
to work with him.
At Lynnwood Baptist Church for Brieﬁng and Camp
In the last week of my one month visit, I went over to Pretoria to
update Lynnwood Baptist Church on the decisions that had been
made in Lusaka and the handover of the Botswana work to Pastor
Lekoba. By God’s providence, present at Lynnwood was Pastor
Ted Vinatieri from Grace Fellowship Church of Hazelton, Pennsyl-

Preaching and Teaching Ministry while at CBC
(Central Baptist Church Gabarone)
I thank God that both Pastor Lekoba (CBC) and Pastor Mpopang (NBFC) were willing to share their pulpits with me. I preached every Sunday that I was in
Botswana. I had also to deal with some special counselling and
visitations alone and with Pastor Lekoba.
Preaching NARBYC
The Botswana and South African visits were sweet, but I had to
rush back to Zambia for our National Annual Reformed Baptist
Youth Conference (NARBYC) to deliver the opening address. I regret that I could not be present at the conference after that, due
to circumstances beyond my control. But it was good to minister
to so many youths at once. I also regretted missing the ordination of one of my favourite pastors, Saidi Chishimba at Faith Baptist
Church in Kitwe. Providence overruled and rearranged my earlier
plans!
Conclusion
CBC Gaborone is stable and has great potential to grow given the
new meeting place on long lease and the moving of pastor Lekoba
to oversee the work. The only weakness I see at the moment is
that it is predominantly Zambian in membership. But the Francistown work may be said to be dead for now. So far nothing has
been done to keep it going. The move of Dr Phanuel Mweemba
to Francistown might see it revived again, we know that nothing is
impossible with God. We thank God too for the interest this work is
attracting from those who now wish to work with us in that country,
especially the intellectuals. God give us grace to retain them and
make them useful partners in this work.
Lastly, as I painfully mentioned to my brethren when I arrived in Botswana to hand over the work to Pastor Lekoba, I think that my tour
of duty in that country as a missionary has ended. Now I commend
my future into God’s hand. I know that for me to yield to his leading
and obey is voice, is my happiness and success. I will continue
waiting upon Him to show me what next concerning my missionary
dreams. Thank you to all of you who have supported us in various
ways and we hope to keep your friendship beyond this point.
– Kapambwe Nsenduluka

Contact us
CHAIRMAN OF THE SOLA 5
STEERING COMMITTEE:
BRUCE BUTTON
E-mail: bruce.button@reformed.org.za
Tel: +27 (0)12 331 7072 (home)
Mobile: +27 (0)82 412 4972
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SOLA 5 COORDINATOR:
HEIN STRAUSS
E-mail: hein.strauss@sola5.org
Tel: +27 (0)16 429 3262 (home)
Mobile: +27 (0)83 630 0303

Lynnwood Baptist Church (LBC) was started
by a Bible Study group of Central Baptist
Church that met in the Eastern Suburbs of
Pretoria in the early 1970s. As this group
studied the NT church they were motivated
to plant a church that had a plurality of elders,
a strong doctrinal basis (1689 Confession of
Faith) and a membership that practised love
and prayer. The early members were deeply
inﬂuenced by the writings of Francis Schaefer in seeking to plant a Biblical church. One
of the members even spent time with him at L’Abri. And so, with the
blessing of Central Baptist Church, this group constituted LBC in
1972. This was the ﬁrst Baptist church in South Africa that adopted
the 1689 COF and was committed to a plural-elder congregational
church government. One of the ﬁrst elders was a lawyer and he
drafted the constitution of the church. Since that time a number
of other Baptist churches (now Sola 5 churches) have based their
constitutions on LBC’s constitution. In this way LBC has played a
pioneering role in reformed Baptist churches in South Africa.

The present ministries of the church include,
among others, an all age Family Bible School
(before the worship service on a Sunday
morning), Tuesday Chapel, GAP (God’s Awesome people –Youth group for High School
pupils), Senior YP (Post matrics), various
Bible Studies for women, Men’s Fellowship,
Discipleship Group, Book Ministry, Library
Ministry, Tape Ministry, Visitors Ministry, Annual Church Camp and Pastors Fraternal, besides the worship services and prayer meeting. The church camp and Pastors’ Fraternal have always been a
highlight for LBC. Some of the readers would have beneﬁted from
this ministry over the years.
In 1997 LBC resigned from the Baptist Union after much thought
and prayer. The church came to this position because, in its judgement, the BU was unwilling to take a clear position on the authority
of Scripture and ministry of women. This became evident when
they rejected a proposal to more clearly deﬁne the authority of
Scripture at a BU Assembly. The church also felt it could not with
a good conscience be part of the BU and make no meaningful contribution.

The church experienced God’s blessing in the early days when the
elders together with the full time pastors, Clayton Coles and David
Kingdon, lead the church. An interesting ministry was started at
this time – helping domestic workers ﬁnd employment and later In 1998 a group of concerned parents from local evangelical
holding services for them on Tuesday evenings. This service be- churches started Tyndale Christian School on the church premises.
came known as the Tuesday Chapel and still continues to this day. The purpose of the school is to provide a good quality Christian
In the height of the Apartheid times there was a sign on the pave- education to Christian parents from different denominations. This
ment stating, “All Races Welcome.” This shows that the church ministry is not a church ministry, but is assisted by the church in
has always had a vision for a multiracial membership and ministry. allowing the school to rent the premises.
A number of church plants and other works were done in Pretoria and the townships of Eesterust, Atteridgeville, and beyond. In Currently the church is involved with Kabwata Baptist Church in
the early 1980’s the church called Martin Holdt as a full time pas- planting Central Baptist Church in Gaberone. Kapambwe Nsendtor. About this time they bought a property further South from LBC, eluka was sent as missionary pastor to consolidate this work, but
which at the time was in an area that was starting to develop. This since he is Zambian he has not been granted a work permit. After
became the site of a new church plant and Martin Holdt was set various interventions and much prayer it seems that it is not God’s
apart as the pastor of Constantia Park Baptist Church. The full will for him to pastor this church. However, another Botswanian
time pastors who served the church after David Kingdon were Alf pastor, Bonang, is willing to take up this work. Currently Kapambwe
Nieuwouldt, Peter Smallbones, Wilhelm Odendaal and Ronald Ka- is ministering in a church on the Copper Belt in Zambia.
lifungwa.
As often happens in churches that have a good start, problems start The church was sad to say farewell to Ronald and Sara last year
occurring after a few years. In the 1980’s a number of members July as they left for Lusaka Baptist Church. Since then we have
left (many immigrated) and the church went through some difﬁcult been seeking God’s will for another full-time pastor. As you can
years. A turning point came when, at a church camp in 1985, Greg imagine this is not an easy task and we value your prayers for us.
Nichols (now a pastor in Grand Rapids, USA) preached a series on A number of pastors from Sola 5 churches have been ably ﬁlling
“Thorough Biblical Reformation” from the life of Josiah. Slowly the the pulpit over this period. We are thankful for the signiﬁcant numchurch began rebuilding from
ber of visitors we receive each
this time through to the ministry
Sunday and are seeking ways
Proﬁle of the eldership: Richard Blackbeard
of Wilhelm Odendaal. When
to improve our ministry to them.
Wilhelm was nearing retirement
Like many other churches we
I thank God for my Christian upbringing and attendance in an
he visited the USA and Ronald
do have our struggles with
evangelical church in Port Elizabeth. At church the gospel
Kalifungwa spent a few weeks
worldliness and indifference as
was clearly presented and the Lord used this to convict me of
with the church during this time.
we seek to minister God’s Word
sin and turn me to Christ during my high school days. Delmarie
Seeing how well Ronald ﬁtted
to our generation. We also have
and I were married in 1989 in Goodwood Baptist Church, beinto the church, the church ismuch remaining sin within ourfore we moved up to Pretoria in 1990. We have three children
sued a call to him when Wilselves, yet we are conﬁdent that
Bronwen(16), Stuart(13) and Lauren(10). Delmarie and I have
helm retired. This was a brave
Christ will build His church and
both been involved in LBC in various capacities since joining
step (South Africa was ﬁnding
the gates of hell will not prevail
in 1990. Initially I served as a deacon and then as an elder
its way after its ﬁrst multiracial
against it.
from 1995.
elections) having a “black” man
come to pastor a church in a
Lynnwood Baptist Church
My desire for LBC is that God will soon grant us a full time pas“white” area in Pretoria. RonReformed and Evangelical
tor who will be used by the Lord to build a loving church that is
ald brought a well needed focus
52 Jacobson Drive, Lynnwood
zealous for the truth, effective in evangelizing our community
of reaching out to the lost in the
Ridge, 0081, Pretoria,
and in the building up of the members of LBC.
area of the church and beyond.
Tel: 012 474 559
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